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CHAP.  I. 


.R.  SELWJN  converfed  with  Lady 
Middleton  foaie  time,  at  different  intervals 
of  this  melancholy  night.  At  feven  o*clock 
in  the  morning  the  ravings  ceafed,  and  an- 
other draught  was  adminiftered.  He  was 
not  fenfible  yet — he  was  filent  as  if  exhauft- 
ed  ;  they  fat  for  an  hour,  no  hght  was  ad« 
mitted,  he  did  not  move. 

Lady  Middleton  cad  her  eyes  on  Dr. 
Hill ;  there  was  a  faint  exprefTion  of  horror 
gathering  on  her  brow;  (he  opened  a  dark 

VOL.  IV.  B  lamp. 
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lamp,  and  as  Ihe  bent  over  the  loved  fjrm, 
fhe  refembled  a  ftatue  leaning  in  hopclefs  for- 
row  over  the  dead.  Dr.  Hill  advanced  ;  he 
held'  the  lamp,  Ciiq  placed  her  cheek  to  that 
of  her  dear  Beaumont;  his  eyes  were  more 
than  half  cloied,  a  deadly  palenefs  fpread 
itfelf  over  his  loved  countenance  ;  die  looked 
in'anguifh  unfpeakable  on  the  Dodor,  who 
felt  his  pulfe. 

"  Compofe  yourfelf,  dear  Madam,"  faid 
he. 

She  funk  fenfelefs  at  the  fide  of  her  Beau- 
mont,  convinced  he  was  no  more. 

"  She  thinks  him  dead,"  laid  the  Dodor ; 
"  I  dread  the'effed  it  will  have  on  her." 

He  opened  a  vein,  but  no  blood  'would 
ilow.  The  alarm  that  ran  through  the 
Caflle  v\as  dreadful ;  the  death  of  both  Mr. 
Beaumont  and  Lady  Middleton  fpread 
around,    and   univerfai    terror   reigned ;    it 

caught 
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c-aiight    poor    Mademoirelle    M ,    and 

thinking  only  of  her  loft  friends,  fhe  fled 
from  her  bed,  and  wrapped  in  a  loofe  gown, 
made  her  way  to  the  room  of  death. — 
Dr.  Hill  afTured  her  he  had  hopes  of  Mr. 
Beaumont,  and  that  Lady  Middleton,  he 
trufted,  would  be  brought  to  herfelf  imme- 
diately i  heinfifted  on  her  returning,  and  Lord 
Sandford  and  Mr.  Sehvin  forced  her  a2:ain  to 
her  room,  where  her  own  attendants  put 
her  to  bed,  and  there  Hie  funk  in  filent  an- 
guilh. 

Dr.  Hill  breathed  another  vein  ;  a  little 
blood  flowed,  and  in  about  an  hour  Lady 
Middleton  came  to  herfelf.  When  (lie  be- 
came perfedlly  fenfible,  (lie  looked  to  know 
the  worft ;  the  Doctor  told  her  Mr.  Beau- 
mont was  in  a  fwcet  Heep,  tiiat  he  breathed 
eafy — 

*'  And  on  his  waking,**  faid  he,  ''  I  have 
no  doubt  now  of  his  returning  reafon,  and 
with  care,  his  recovery." 

B  2  Joy 
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Joy  had  an  effed:  the  mofl:  dcfirable  ;  fhe 
burft  into  tears,  which,  flowing  copioufly, 
fhe  received  immediate  reUef  from  the  fad 
oppreflion  that  weighed  too  heavy  upon  her. 
Every  exertion  was  made  to  prevail  upon 
her  to  retire  -,  but  with  that  mild  dignity 
that  awed  and  reconciled  at  the  fame  time, 
fhe  requefled  to  be  fuffered  to  remain. — She 
now  watched  the  loved  idol  of  her  foul,  and 
at  fix  o'clock  that  evening  he  awoke  ;  his 
eyes  firfl  opened  on  his  Gertrude,  he  faintly 
fmiled  on  her  well-known  face,  and  feebly 
reached  out  his  hand  to  her. 

Thofe  who  have  loved  like  Lady  Middle- 
ton,  can  bed  know  the  feelings  that  now 
filled  her  foul  >  fo  many  days  of  bitter  af- 
flidtion,  fufFering  all  the  agonies  of  delpair, 
tOj  fee  him  whom,  but  a  few  hours  fmce,  fhe 
confuiered  as  no  more — to  fee  him  fmiiing. 
upon  Iv-r  with  returnii-.g  reafon,  and  making 
pro^i,refrive,  ho  gh  flow  fleps  tovvarvls  re- 
covery ^  fhe  wept  over  the  dear  hand  fhe 

held 
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held — fhe   looked   up  to   heaven,  then  at 
Beaumont,  and  then  on  Dr.  Hill. 

"  He  lives,'*  faid  fhe,  in  a  plaintive  tone, 
*'  and  knows  his  Gertrude." 

He  faintly  fmiled  again,  but  did  not  fpeak. 
The  third  draught  was  now  given  him,  and 
he  again  Numbered  for  fome  hours.  Lady 
Middleton  was  prevailed  on,  about  eleven  at 
night,  to  retire  to  bed.  Mr.  Beaumont  took 
a  little  nourifnment  during  the  night,  and 
again  went  to  lleep ;  about  noon  the  next 
day  he  became  perfectly  fenfible  of  every 
thing  about  him,  and  preiTed  the  hand  of 
Lady  Middleton  with  more  llrength  than 
fhe  expedted, 

"  My  beft  love,"  faid  he,  in  a  very  feeble 
voice,  *•  your  attendance  on  your  Beaumont 
will  hurt  you — you  muR  take  reil:." 

Thefe  were  the  firft  coherent  words  (he 

had  heard  him  fpeak  for  many,  many  days ; 

B  3  her 
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her  tears  flowed  fail,  but  a  thoufand  CwQct 
emotions  mingled  with  them.  Beaumont 
recovered  out  of  danger — once  more  in 
health,  was  a  pidlure  fhe  now  fuffered  herfelf 
to  contemplate  with  rapture ;  (lie  dwelt  on 
it,  and  days  of  peaceful  happinefs  in  his 
loved  fociety  were  once  more  opening  to  her 
delighted  mind  ;  all  thofe  who  fo  kindly 
partook  of  her  fatigue,  ihe  infiftecj  on  no;v 
taking  red,  and  fiie  was  left  i[i  the  fick- 
chamber  alone  with '  Dr.  Hill.  Mr. 
Beaumont  had  again  fallen  afl^^ep. 

"  Is  all  this  ileep  right  r"  (he  afked. 

"  Yes,"  he  replied,  *'  it  is  what  I  have 
wKlied  for  ;  and  on  his  awaking  from  this,  I 
expedl  to  find  him  in  a  comparative  (late  of 
convalefcence.'* 

"  May  I  not  afk,  is  it  not  caufed  by 
opium  .'^"  ' 

Dr.  Hill  faid  it  was  not. 

"  I 
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"  I  did  not  deceive  you,  my  Lady — I 
was  clearly  of  opinion  from  the  beginning 
we  fhould  get  him  through  it,  though  I 
forefaw  much  was  to  be  apprehended." 

'•'  I  thought  him  too  iii  to  recover/'  faid 
Lady  Middieton,  mournfully. 

"  Your  mind,"  faid  he,  "  was  clouded 
by  affliction,  which  dim.med  your  natural 
quick  diicernment,  eife  you  would  have  put 
more  faith  in  the  airarances  o{  the  old 
Dodtor ;  though  it  would  have  broke  my 
heart  to  have  told  you  the  fad  tidings,  I 
would  not  have  deceived  you." 

*'  You  adminifttred  ail  the  confohtioa 
that  religion  and  gentle  fympathy  couid 
give,"  returned  Lady  Middieton  ;  **  but  I 
loll  hope,  and  was  in  a  ftate  of  almoil  de- 
ranged intellects  myfelf. — Beaumont  raving, 
dying,  was  the  only  ima^e  that  prcfented 
iticit  to  my  imagmaiiun. — Oh!"  laid  (he, 
buriting  into  tca;s,  *'  you  have  a  heart  that 
will  allow  fur  n^y  affliction ; — but  no.v  I 
awake  to  hope,  and  comfort,  a:ia  hveet  ex- 
pectation— villous  of  happmefb  op^n  to  my 
B  4  view 
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view — I  will  not  think  them  deluflons ; — my 
beloved  will  be  again  reftored  to  me. — Oh 
•  Dr.  Hill,  how  could  I  fl:iut  out   hope  for 
ever,  and  not  feel  almoft  annihilation  !" 

Mr.  Selwin  entered  the  chamber,  and  re- 
quefted  Lady  Middleton  to  retire  for  the 
night.     Dr.  Hill  joined  in  his  entreaties. 

"  I  (hall  never  leave  Mr.  Beaumont," 
laid  he,  '^  until  he  quits  this  chamber  for 
the  drawing-room;  and  your  being  in  health 
and  fpirits  is  an  eflential  roint  to  his  reco- 
very. Beiide?,'*  he  continued,  "  I  fnould 
not  be  furpilfed  if  he  flceps  the  beft  part  of 
this  night ;  the  very  great  perfpiration  I 
have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  bring  on,  en- 
fijres  all  my  former  hope,  and  his  recovery 
will  be  more  rapid  than  yuu  expect ;  judge 
then  how  much  it  will  be  retarded  (houid 
y..ur  j^au.ihip  be  ill  fiom  this  latigue  of 
n.ind  u..u  bj'Jy.'* 

This 
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This  argument  had  its  due  weight,  and 
(he  went  to  her  own  apartment.  For  the 
firft  time  fmce  Mr.  Beaumont's  iUnefs  fhe 
enjoyed  a  Jittle  reft  ;  but  early  morning 
found  her  again  at  his  bed-fide.  He  had 
not  ilept  io  much  as  was  expeded,  and  the 
profufe  perfpiration  he  had  been  in  for  many 
hours,  rendered  him  very  weak  ;  but  he  was 
perfedly  collected,  and  able  to  take  a  little 
nourilhment,  after  which  he  converfed  lan- 
guidly for  a  few  moments  with  Lady  Mid- 
dleton,  and  then  funk  into  filence  and  fre- 
quent dozing;  his  looks  had  undergone  a 
vifible  change  for  the  better,  and  this  gave 
afTurance  to  his  faithful  friends  that  their  fears 
ought  to  give  way  to  joy.  A  few  days  re- 
flored  him  to  more  (Irength;  he  was  able  to 
talk,  the  diforder  was  removed,  and  time 
only  was  wanting  to  complete  the  cure. 

Oh  !    how  delightful,    how    charming  a 

thing  it  is   to  feel   that  exquilite  happinefs 

now  enjoyed  by  Lady  Middietorl,  after  fuf- 

fering  fo  many  days  under  the  oppreffion  of 

B  5  fuch 
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fuch  aload  of  mifery  !  The  fummit  of  human 
felicity  now  awaited  her  ;  flie  would  once 
more  walk  with  her  Beaumont  through  the 
paths  of  domeftic  enjoyment,  they  would 
again  labour  together  for  intelle6l;ual  im- 
provement, their  united  hearts  would  again 
be  animated  with  the  exercife  of  benevo- 
lence, and  flie  would  iiill  learn  wifdom 
from  his  beloved  tongue. 

Her  lovely  infant  fon  had  been  withheld 
from  her  embraces,  fearful  left  in fe (ft ion 
might  feize  upon  him ;  a  few  days  more, 
and  he  was  promifcd  to  her  arms.  The  yearn- 
ings of  a  mother's  heart  were  powerful — it 
was  more  than  a  fortnight  fmce  flie  held 
him  to  her  bofom  j  (lie  had  the  happinefs, 
however,  of  her  young  friend  Mademoifelle 
M— 's  recovery,  and  the  delightful  fociety 
of  the  enlightened  Lady  Sandford. 

Mr.  Beaumont  and  Lady  Middleton 
looked  back  together  on  the  paft  fcenes  fo 
afflidingly   the  reverfe  of  what    they   had 

ever 
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ever  experienced,  and  were  pioufly  thankful 
for  the  fulnefs  of  the  happinefs  they  enjoyed. 
He  regained  his  health  and  ftrength  very 
faft  ',  and  whether  it  was  the  reUef  from 
wretched nefs,  or  the  powerful  effects  of  the 
medicines  adminiilered  by  Dr.  Hiil,  but 
Lady  Middleton's  diforder  was  abating 
daily,  and  fhe  did  not  luffer  from  the  fatigue 
flie  had  lately  undergone.  They  now  en- 
joyed the  frelhneis  of  the  morning  air  to- 
gether j  they  once  more  traverfed,  arm  in 
arm,  the  loved  icenes  of  Anker.vick ;  nor 
were  the  mild  evening  fkies  or  balmy  airs 
more  placid,  more  heavenly  than  their 
minds. 


Dometlic  happinefs,  thou  only  bins 
Of  Paradife  that  has  lurviv'd  ihe  fall  I 
Tho'  fsw  now  taltc  thee  unimpau-'d  and  pure— 
Or,  tailing,  long  enjoy  thee  j  too  infnna 
Or  too  incautious,  to  preferve  thy  fweets 
Uniiiix'd  with  drops  of  bitter,  which  negle<5l 

B  6  Or 
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Or  temper  (beds  into  thy  cryflal  cup— 
Thou  art  the  nuife  of  Virtue ! 


Thus  fweetly  lings  Mr,  Cowper. 

The  war  in  India  now  engaged  public 
attention,  and  our  fuccefs  againit  Tippoo 
gave  general  fatisfadlion.  Henry  had  been 
in  fome  of  the"  hotteft  actions,  and  diflin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  the  coolnefs,  bravery,  and 
■judgment  of  his  conduct  ;  he  was  admired 

and  regarded  by  Lord  C ,  refpedted 

and  beloved  by  his  brother  officers,  and  his 
mild  virtues  and  benevolent  heart  made  him 
adored  by  the  men.  It  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  therefore,  that  on  his  loling  his 
right-arm,  and  receiving  a  ball  in  the  left- 
Ihoulder,  that  univerfal  regret  fhould  be  felt. 
His  arm  was  (battered  to  the  elbow,  and  the 
wound  in  his  fl:5 odder  had  every  appear- 
ance of  being  dangerous. 

He 
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He  had  gained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  and  there  were  as  great  expedla- 
tions  formed  of  him  as  of  any  young  man 
in  the  Bdtifh  army  ,  all  hearts  fadly  mourn- 
ed the  wounds  of  this  promifing  young  fol- 
dier,  but  our  fucceiTes  feemed  to  leave  on 
the  mind  of  Henry  no  regret  for  his  own 
private  misfortunes. — When  he  thought  of 
Lady  JVliddleton,  Mr.   Beaumont,  and  his 

adored  Mademoifelle  "SI ■,  reflection  be- 

cam.e  painful,  and  confiderably  retarded  the 
recovery  of  his  wounds. 

The  fplinters  were  cut  off  clofe  to  the 
joint ;  and  while  the  operations  were  per- 
forming of  both  vvounds,  he  preferved  the 
greateft  patience.  When  he  was  confidered 
to  be  out  of  danger,  he  did  not  feem  to  re- 
ceive that  great  degree  of  fatisfacftion  that 
fuch  welcome  tidings  generally  brings  for 
he  could  not  bear  the  idea  of  being  thus 
obliged,  at  his  time  of  life,  to  give  up  his 
profeflion,  to  return  mutilated  and  disfigured 
— glory,  promotion,  all  were  at  an  end. 

Mademoifelle 
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Mademoifelie  M too — without   one 

arm,  and  maimed  in  the  other,  how  could 
he  iuppofe,  thus  with  broken  fortune  and 
broken  Umbs,  that  he  could  be  acceptable  1 
Such  were  the  misfortunes  his  iick  bed 
taught  him  to  regret,  and  fad  and  melan- 
choly W'ere  his  refledlions. 

In  the  care  and  friendfliip  of  the  amiable 
Lovefdale  every  foothing  folace  was  given 
to  him  Vv'hich  his  htuation  would  admit  of. 

««  I  muft  leave  you,  my  Lord,"  faid 
Henrv,  "  I  have  now  no  longer  any  bufmefs 
in  India  ;— I  mufl  leave  you,  and  per- 
haps  " 

'^  Confider,"  interrupted  the  Marquis, 
"  confider,  Henry,  what  awaits  your  re- 
turn to  England." 

"  Ah  !"  faid  Henry,  «'  can  I  exped,  loit 
as  I  am,  that  ihat  awaits  me  I  once  looked 
tor  ?" 

"  Doubt  it  not,"  rejoined  the  Marc^uis ; 
"  you   wouki    be  as  dear  to  that  angelic 

maid 
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maid  if  both  arms  and   one  leg  were  left  in 
India.''     . 

**  Alas  I"    faid  he,  "  I  could   never  ex- 
pevfl  it." 

It  was  at  length  thought  advifable  that 
Mr.  Henry  fliould  be  lent  home  the  firft 
opportunit}^,  left  the  heat  of  the  climate 
might  add  farther  injury  to  him.  The 
parting  between  Henry  and  his  friends  was 
very  moving — thece  was  not  one  of  his  ac- 
quaintance but  deeply  lamented  the  lofs  of 
his  fociety  ;  but  the  various  fentimients  that 
occupied  the  m^inds  of  the  Marquis  and 
Henry  fcarcely  Itfc  room  for  the  entrance 
of  forrow,  fo  that  at  the  moment  they  were 
to  feparate,  perhaps  for  ever  (a  moment 
looked  to  by  both  with  a  degree  of  frenzy), 
there  was  not  a  word  Ipoken ,  their  looks 
(hewed  the  workings  of  their  fouls — they 
grafped  each  other's  hands,  and  parted  in 
fiience. 

When 
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When  the  Marquis  found  that  his  fate 
had  cut  him  off  frjin  every  ti€  that  bound 
his  affections — when  he  thought  of  the  long, 
long  fpace  of  time  that  it  was  probable  mufl 
intervene  before  he  could  take  to  his  arms 
any  of  thofe  dear  relatives  and  friends  his 
affedionate  difpofition  with  their  merit  fo 
highly  endeared  to  him,  not  all  the  glories  of 
his  profeffion,  not  the  fpirit-fhirring  drum, 
the  clangor  of  the  trumpet,  or  din  of  arms 
could  lead  his  thoughts  from  his  unfortunate 
fituation.  Life  became  a  burden  to  him ; 
he  widied  to  be  fent  on  the  moft  dangerous 
enterprifes;  and  when  in  battle,  his  defpera- 
tion,  joined  to  his  natural  courage,  made 
him  perform  exploits  of  valour  that  cannot 
reft  in  oblivion  for  at  leaft  a  century  to 
come. 

The  fweet  confolation  the  fociety  of 
Henry  never  failed  to  bring  him,  was  now  no 
more  j  though  all  who  knew  him  admired 
and  refpedted  him,  every  man  could  not 
be  the  intimate  friend  of  Lord  Lovefdale. 

In 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  1/ 

In  Henry  he  found  every  thing  congenial  to 
his  own  character  and  difpofition  ;  he  had 
been  long  his  companion — his  forrows  were 
iacred  to  his  friend  ;  he  had  now  no  fuch 
friend  to  pour  out  his  ibul  to — to  talk  of 
pad  happinefs. — Thus  did  he  bewail  the  lots 
of  Henry  ;  and  though  his  profeffional  calls 
left  him  but  little  time  to  himfelf,  yet  in 
every  fituation  ever  fo  arduous,  he  was  but 
too  tenderly  alive  to  thofe  fenfations  and  re- 
fledions;  yet,  ftrange  to  fay,  his  health  was 
returned,  the  fea  voyage  was  of  the  greateft 
ufe,  and  thofe  climates  that  in  general  de- 
ftroy  Europeans,  reftored  him  to  health  and 
ftrength. 

We  muft  leave  the  unfortunate  Marquis, 
and  return  to  a  fcenc  now  a6ling  at  Anker- 
wick  Caftle,  that  could  he  have  known, 
would  have  proved  a  balm  to  his  torn 
heart. 

Lord  Melville,  after  fo  long  a  flay  abroad 
that  Lady  Matilda  Summers  gave   up  all 

idea 
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idea  of  ever  feeing  him  again,  returned,  and 
remained,  as  report  infor^ned  her,  three 
months  in  Yorkfhire  ere  he  made  his  return 
known.  In  the  beginning  of  July  her 
Lady  (hip  received  *a  letter  from  him  ex- 
prefTive  of  his  violent  attachmeiit  to  her  3 
and  that,  as  his  conduct  had*  been  fuch  as 
he  could  not  juftify,  he  feared  to  fee  her, 
and  that  he  had  taken  the  refohution  of  wait- 
ing oa  her  friend  Lady  Middleton  to  explain 
to  her  the  caufe  ;  for,  until  within  the  lall 
three  months,  his  fituation  'was  fuch  as  to 
preclude  a  pofiVoility  of  coming  to  an  ex- 
planation. He  then  lame.ited  a  rule  of 
condud  that  muft,  he  feared,  deftroy  him 
in  the  opmion  of  Lady  Matilda  and  all  her 
family  ;  thai  if  the  tale  he  hid  to  unfoid,  d;d 
not  find  way  to  her  he  rt,  and  if  Che  had 
(hut  hi-u  out  from  it  for  ever,  he  would  join 
Lord  Loveldale  in  I;idla,  throw  himfelt  into 
his  bjfo  V:,  and  convince  him  t'ne  unfortu- 
nate Mel  vile,  though  he  had  erred,  was 
ftiil  worthy  a  place  in  his  heart. 

After 
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When  he  had  written  this  letter,  he  threw 
himfelf  into  a  chaile,  and  never  took  reft 
until  he  reached  Anker;\ick  Caftle  ^  and 
after  travehing  pod  ail  night,  he  arrived 
juil  as  they  were  fitting  down  to  breakfaft. 

Every  countenance  was  he  up  wich  joy 
at  his  approach,  and  he  was  welcomed  with 
all  the  friendly  warmth  he  could  have  wiih- 
ed  j  his  real  worth  had  endeared  him  to 
every  member  of  the  family  :  and  though 
Mr.  Beaumont  and  Lady  Middleton  con- 
demned his  conduce,  yet  they  were  ptr- 
fuaded  he  had  fome  reaions  that  would  re- 
concile it.  His  looks  and  fpirits  fhew^d 
them  his  fufferings  had  been  very  great,  and 
they  felt  for  him  without  knowing  the  caufe 
of  his  diilrcfs. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    II. 


S  foon  as  breakfafl:  was  over,  Lord  Mel- 
ville begged  to  fpeak  to  both  Lady  Middle- 
ton  and  Mr.  Beaumont  in  private,  and  they 
inflantly  retired  to  the  library. 

*'  I  am  come,"  faid  his  Lordfhip,  "  to 
throw  myfelf  on  your  mercy — to  explain  the 
extraordinary  condud  I  have  obferved  fince 
the  firfl  day  1  had  thehonour  of  being  known 
to  you.  You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  my  at- 
tachment to  Lady  Matilda  Summers  ; — that 
I  fuffered  fo  violent  a  love  to  feize  my  whole 
foul,  almoft  at  firft  fight,  may  by  philofo- 
phers  be  confidered  as  a  weaknefs  not  to  be 
vindicated  s  but  to  thofe  who  have  ever  felt 

the 
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the  involuntary  pafTion  of  love,  I  fhall  not 
appear  criminal  :  for  in  this  I  was  involved 
before  I  was  aware  of  it  myfelf,  and  had 
communicated  that  love  to  the  idol  my 
young  heart  v/orfhipped  ere  I  awoke  from 
my  dream  of  happinefs.  Then  firil  my 
fituation  and  reprehenfible  conduct  flruck 
me  to  the  foul ; — I  had,  like  a  villain,  given 
away  a  heart  that  was  in  honour  configned  to 
another,  and  robbed  your  friend  of  her  af- 
fections and  peace  ! — Oh  Lady  Middleton, 
Beaumont,  though  I  have  acknowledged  my- 
felf a  villain,  do  not  too  hafhily  condemn  me  ! 
Yet  you  will — I  know  you  will. — Indeed," 
faid  he,  putting  his  hand  to  his  head,  '*  you 
muft  condemn  me. — I  Ihould  have  fled — I 
(hould  have  torn  myfelf  from  Ankerwick  ; 
a  man  ot  honour,  of  propriety,  would  not 
have  hefitated  a  moment  -,  and  yet  I  loved, 
and  was  beloved,  before  the  fecret  was  fully 
known  to  mylelf:  and  though  I  ought  not 
to  have  dared  to  engage  Lady  Matilda's  love 
when  I  was  attached  to  another,  honour 
bound  me  to  her.— Alas !"  faid  he,  "  how 
5  1  wan- 
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1  wander: — how  fallacious  are  my  arguments  ! 
for  by  thole  very  arguments  I  criminate  my- 
felf.  I  (hall  therefore  give  you  the  heads  ofv 
rr.y  (lory,  and  mufl  in  filence  wait  your  de- 
cifion. — The  character  oF  my  late  father  was 
not  unknown  to  you  ;  his  virtues  made  their 
v/ay  to  every  heart,  and  railed  his  character 
too  much  to  need  my  panegyric.  At  fixteen 
I  returned  from  Oxford  to  Melville  Park,  to 
fpend  the  Chriflmas  ;  to  make  my  ftay  par- 
ticularly agreeable  to  me,  there  was  a  con- 
tinuation of  galas  and  crowded  parties.  My 
fcither's  houfe  had  been  remarkable  for  all 
that  old  Englifn  hofpitality  which  is  fo  de- 
lightful to  a  young  mind. 

'*  Boyifli  in  my  manners  as  well  as  years, 
I  made  fierce  love  to  a  Mifs  Walfingham, 
without  knowing  what  love  was ;  and,  as  fhe 
was  a  refident  at  Melville  Park  for  fix  weeks, 
we  were  always  together ; — we  rode,  we 
danced,  we  laughed,  and,  like  a  boy  and 
girl,  loved.  She  was  two  years  older  than 
J,  was  pretty  and  ek^gant  ;  and  Oh  !'*  (aid 
he,  rifing,  and  walking  the   room  in  great 

agitation, 
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agltatian,  *'  h:vv  amiable  ! — The   fjllo'.ving 
fummer  we  again  met  at  Melville  Park,  and 
fliil  I  thought   1  loved.     When  I  was   pre- 
paring for  my  return  to  Oxford,   my  father 
called  me  into  his  library^  and  to'd  me  he 
was  happy   to  lee   my  growing  fondnefs  for 
Mifs  W'a.fingham,  that  her  amiable  difpo- 
fition,  ancient  family,  and  immenfe  fortune. 
made  her  one  of  the  mod  defirable  matches 
in  the  kingdom. — '  And  I  would  not,'  con- 
tinued he,  '  mention  m.y  wilhes  of  ti^e  choice 
I  am  anxious  foi  you  to  make  in  a  wife,  un- 
til 1  nrftliad  pbferved  your  own  ideas  of  her. 
When-  you  were  laft  at   home,  I  perceived 
with  delight   a  growing   partiality  for   this 
lady ',    yet    fbiU    I    would    not    fpcak — you 
were     vouns;,     and    mi^ht     chanee.      On 
your  return,  I   cbiervca   your  behaviour  on 
fiiTt   meeting  her ;    there  was    all    that    in 
your  looks  and  ma:,ncr  on  addrellm^  her, 
that  fpoke  your  love  vvus  as  (Irong  as  ever  ; 
and  your  particular  coi-ducl  fmcc,  I  think, 
authorizes    me   to  tcil  you  my  wilhes ;  as, 
free  of  any  fhacklc,  you  appear  to  me  to  nave 

feleded 
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feleded  her  as  your  future  wife,  promife  me 
then  that  you  will  never  marry  any  other 
w^oman,  if  flie  (hould  accept  you.* — This 
promife  then  I  gave  my  father,  and  I  went 
to  Oxford,  deeply  in  love  with  my  lovely 
friend. 

"  The  following  winter  I  again  met  her 
at  Melville  Park,  and  I  own  I  looked  v*^ith 
fear  on  the  idea  of  her  refufing  me. — With 
a  beating  heart  I  offered  the  worthlefs  Mel- 
ville to  her — fhe,  with  timid  diffidence  ac- 
cepted of  me  ;  and,  having  finillied  my 
fcholaflic  puriuits,  I  was  fent  to  travel  for 
two  years ;  when  on  my  return  I  was  to  be 
bleiTed,  as  I  then  thought,  with  the  hand  of 
my  charming  Mils  VValfingham. 

*«  I  was  juft  nineteen  when  Heft  England, 
and  in  about  eighteen  months  I  was  recalled 
by  my  father's  illnefs.  When  I  arrived,  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  find  he  was  no  more. 
I  loved  this  excellent  man,"  continued  Lord 
Melville,  "  with  the  moft  filial  aflfedion  -, — 
he  was  to  me  a  friend  and  companion,  as 
well  as  father  ^  and   fo  really  deep  was  my 

affiidion 
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affliflion  for  his  lofs,  that  I  lived  for  feveral 
weeks  totally  fecluded.  On  my  recovery  I 
enquired  for  Mifs  Walfingham,  and  I  learn- 
ed that  file  had  gone  to  the  South  of  France 
for  the  recovery  of  her  health  ; — I  felt  forry, 
and  yet  not  fo  much  afflicted  as  I  fliould 
have  been,  had  not  time  wrought  a  change 
in  my  young  heart. 

''  I  had  but  juft  thrown  off  my  mourn- 
ing, when  a  money  dealing,  which  could  be 
fettled  by  nobody  but  myfelf,  brought  m.e 
to  Williams's. — Your'Ladyfhip's  invitation 
to  a  grand  gala,  firft  made  me  acquainted 
with  Lady  Matilda  Summers  ;  you  were  the 
perfon  who  introduced  me  to  your. friend, 
and  that  friend  firft  taught  me  what  love 
really  is. — Here  I  became  the  happieft,  and 
at  the  fame  time  moft  miferable  of  men. 
Lady  Matilda  too  foon  (hewed  me  that  un- 
til I  law  her,  I  knew  not  the  power  of  love 
— my  heart  only  then  became  fufceptibie  of 
true  paffion,  and  before  I  was  a  a  are  of  my 
danger,  I  was  plunged  in  a  gulf  from  which 
1  could  never  fince  get  free — 1  was  bound  in  a 

VOL.  IV.  c  Ipell, 
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fpell,  which  each  fucceeding  day,  and  week, 

and  month  made  fader — 1  was  infpired  with  a 

finer  fpirit  ;    an   indefcribable  complacency 

diffufed  itlelfover  my  mind; — I  have  not 

words  to  exprefs  the  fubHme  emotions  I  felt. 

Given  up  to  new  feelings,  my  foul  expanded, 

I  was  awakened  to   nev>^  ideas  ;  the  fcenes 

of  Ankerwick  increafed  this  pleafing  malady 

that,  like  a  cloud,  enwrapped  me  ;  I  could, 

one   by    one,    go   over   all  the   diverfity  of 

amufements  that  for  months  added  to   the 

feelings  of  my  mind,  and  defcribe  the  effe^l 

each  had  on  my  imagination. — I  could  wilh 

for  the  language  of  Petrarch,   tcv  fing  forth 

the  melancholy  and  heavenly  magic   which 

enchanted  me,  when  the  fweet  cadences  of 

3^our  voice  flowed   on  ^my  fenfes,  the  happy 

Beaumont    hanging   on    each    note;    your 

fituation  communicated  the  ftrains  that  came 

only  from  the  heart.     I  felt  the  power  with 

full  force;  the  delicious  foothing  melancholy 

that   pure   harmony    inipires  was    mine — a 

melancholy  not  to  be  refigned  for  the  gayeft 

pleafures.     How  oft  when  you    and   your 

charmino: 
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charming  friend  were  accompanied  by  the 
harp  and  lute,  in  all  the  fine  pathos  of  foft 
and  mournful  compofition,  the  fine  expref- 
fion  of  both  your  angelic  faces  feemed  to 
plead  for  the  tendernefs  you  infpired  1  Thofe 
flrains  that  deftroyed  Melville  flowed  from 
no  feigned  fenfibility  ;  the  happy  coincidence 
alfo  of  circumflrances,  the  pure  and  elegant 
tafte  with  which  every  thing  is  rondudted  in 
this  fairy  land,  refined  and  elevated  all  that 
was  giddy  and  thoughtlefs  in  my  character ; 
every  thought  was  chafcened — viriue  and 
benevolence  here  put  on  the  garb  that  faf- 
cinates ;  the  foul  was  raifed  above  itfelf,  and 
ail  the  fweet  emotions  of  love  fluwed  in. 

"  From  thefe  delufive  dreams  of  blifs, 
I  was  awakened  at  Waltham  Cadle  by  a  let- 
ter from  an  intimate  friend,  which  informed 
me  that  Mifs  Walfingham  was  returned  ; — 
he  was  eloquent  in  his  praifes  of  my  intended 
wife,  as  he  termed  her,  and  thought  me  the 
happiell  man  in  England,  by  a  connexion 
which  put  into  my  poffefTion  one  of  the 
moft  amiable  women  in  the  world,  and  an 
c  2  eftate. 


'aS  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 

eftate,  which  joined  mine,  of  equal  value 
with  my  own  inheritance.  Thisyoung  man, 
who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Priory  (the  name  of  Mi(s  WaKingham's 
magnificent  refidence),  fpoke  in  fuch  high 
panegyric  of  this  truly  amiai)le  woman,  that 
it  flruck  me  he  was  her  lover. — What  joy  it 
would  have  given  me  to  find  the  place 
in  her  heart,  which  flie  once  honoured 
me  with,  now  filled  with  his  image. — 
This  fweet  hope  threw  a  gleam  of  comfort 
on  my  foul ;— I  quitted  Waltham  Caflle 
without  faying  a  word  of  my  intention 
to  you,  Lady  Middleton,  or  any  of  the  fa- 
mily ;  and  when  I  preifed  the  hand  of  the 
amiable  Mr.  Henry,  I  threw  my le:f  into 
my  carriage,  without  knowing  exactly  what 
my  intentions  were,  or  where  1  Ihould  direct 
my  way.  The  only  idea  that  occupied  my 
mund,  from  the  moment  that  1  received  the 
letter,  was  that  I  ought  no  longer  to  remain 
an  inhabitant  of  the  fame  houle  with  Lady 
Matilda  Summers. 

"  The 
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"  The  carriage  drove  on,  and  Co  mucli 
was  my  mind  immerfed  in  mifery,  that 
when  we  came  to  the  turn  of  the  road,  my 
groom  rode  up  to  the  carriage  window  to 
know  which  way  the  boys  fhould  take.  I 
cocked  my  piftol  at  him,  and  ordered  them 
to  drive  on;  for,  in  tb.e  heated  frenzy  of  my 
imagination,  I  took  my  own  fervant  for  a 
highwayman,  if  a  total  obHvion  of  intelledt 
can  be  termed  frenzy.  I  fuppofe  my  fer- 
vants  thought  me  out  of  my  fenfes  ;  and 
they  believed,  by  my  orders  of  going  on, 
that  London  wss  the  point  1  fpoke  to,  and 
they  carried  me  thither,,  more  dead  than 
alive. 

"  When  I  found  myfcif  in  my  own  houfe^ 
I  then  began  to  think  why  I  was  there  ; — the 
quiet  of  it  routed  me  fl-cm  the  fiate  of  in- 
fenfibility  that  all  the  rat :1c  oC  carriages, 
and  the  different  inns  I  was  obliged  to  enter, 
had  not  power  to  do ;  fervants  creeping 
about  on  thick  carpets,  that  did  not  fuffer 
a  lound  of  their  feet  to  reach  my  ear ;  and 
doofs  opening  on  the  moil  cautious  movc- 
c  3  ments  : 
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ments ;  a  fmall  table  with  but  one  cover 
laid  ^  all  this  ftillnefs  and  folitude  threw  me 
into  horror  indefcribable,  deranged  my  brain; 
for  I  could  not  perfuade  myfelf  that  fome 
heavy  misfortune  was  not  approaching  me. 
A  full  length  of  my  dear  father  ftruck  my 
eyes  as  they  wandered  around  the  apartment 
— I  could  not  get  rid  of  the  idea  that  the 
Icene  of  his  death  was  not  at  that  moment 
ading  over  again  in  his  chamber  :  I  haflily 
fnatcheda  candle,  and  made  my  way  to  it — 
I  opened  the  door  with  fear — I  know  not 
what  came  over  me,  but  T  funk  fcnfelefs  on 
the  bed.  Here  I  remained  a  coniiderable 
time  ', — want  of  reft  and  food,  I  believe, 
afteded  my  head  ;  I  could  eat  nothing  that 
night,  and  the  next  morning  I  found  fuch 
a  languor  and  illnefs  over  me,  that  I  re- 
mained in  bed  until  noon. — I  had  juft  arifen, 
and  fat  down  in  an  anti-chamber  to  drink  a 
cup  of  coffee,  when  another  letter  from  my 
friend  was  brought  me,  in  which  he  men- 
tioned that  Mifs  Walfmgham  had  gone  into 
Wiltfliire,  to  vifit   an   intimate  friend,  and 

was 
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was  not  to  return  for  two  months.  This 
letter  proved  the  moft  healing  to  my  tor- 
tured mind,  and  the  bed  phyfician  to  my 
difordered  body  s  I  called  for  more  coffee 
and  rolls,  and  after  writing  an  anfvver  to  my 
friend's  two  letters,  1  ordered  my  carriage  for 
eight  o'clock  the  next  morning,  to  take  me 
back  to  Wakham  Caflle. 

*'  A  Ihort  time  brought  me  back  to  the 
loved  fociety  from  which  I  had  fled  in  all 
the  folly  of  uncertainty  ; — a  thoufand  £ilf^ 
arguments,  as  I  journied  back  to  Waltham 
Caftle,  lulled  thofe  reflections  which  fhould 
have  had  weight  fufncient  to  make  me  fl:eer 
a.  very  different  couric ;  yet  no  monitor 
within  had  power  to  lead  me  into  the  right 
path. 

*-"  I  accompanied  you  to  town,  and  after 
fome  time,  and  wi.u  muny  flruggics,  at 
length  1  left  London  and,  like  a  cov\'ard 
cul^jnt,  I  (licwed  myfeif  at  the  Priory. — 
Mils  VValfmgham  received  me  with  all  that 
native  innocence  aiid  joy  that  hiled  my  foul 
with  difirefs  the  moft  poignant  ^  fhe  had  a 
c  4  feledt 
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feledl  party  of  friends,  a  few  charafters  whofc 
good  fenfe  and  agreeable nefs  left  no  regret  on 
the  mind  for  a  larger  circle. 

"  The  winter  palled  on  cheerfully,  for  I 
remained  near  two  months  an  inhabitant  of 
the  Priory,  in  all  which  time  I  made  no  ad- 
vances to  a  point  which  ought  to  have  been 
concluded  long  before.  The  conflids  T  en- 
dured are  not  to  be  defcribed  ;— I  loved 
this  truly  deferving  wonian  with  the  pureft 
fraternal  affedlion — I  could  have  taken  her 
to  my  heart  as  a  beloved  fifter,  and  watched 
over  her  happinefs.  I  left  her,  however, 
and  lliut  myfelf  up  in  Melville  Park,  and  re- 
signed myfelf  to  the  mofh  torturing  mifery. 
The  newfpapers  gave  an  account  of  the 
Duke  of  Somerton's  removal  to  Bath  after 
his  late  dangerous  illnefs ;  and,  without 
knowing  whv,  I  inftantly  fet  off  to  London, 
and  once  more  found  myfelf  in  that  circle 
out  of  which  1  could  barely  fay  I  lived. 

*'  I  made  a  fecond  vilit,  early  in  the  fol- 
lowing fummer,-to  the  Priory;  my  friend 
with  whom  I  had  correfponded,  had  been  on 

the 
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the  Continent  for  feveral  months,  fo  that  I 
heard  nothing  of  Mifs  Waliingham.  When 
I  again  appeared  before  her,  Oh  my  friends  ! 
l>ovv  much  was  I  fhocked  to  fee  her  appa- 
rently in  a  bad  (late  of  health ; — wounded 
to  the  foul,  and  confcious  of  my  own  un- 
kindnefs  to  her,  I  fell  at  her  feet. — '  Ah  !* 
faid  I,  *  why  did  you  keep  me  in  ignorance 
of  your  fituation  ?' — 1  dared  to  look  up  in 
her  face — a  tranfient  blufh  arofej  h^r  fine, 
though  languid  eyes  were  fulfu fed  with  tears,, 
aru.1  the  hand  I  had  taken  gently  prefled  mine." 

Lord  Melville  arofe,  walked  about  the 
room,  and  at  the  recolledtion  of  this  fcene 
many  teats  rolled  from  his  eyes.. 

*'  Compofe  yourfelf,  my  dear  Lord,"  faid 
Mr.  Beaumont  ;  "  your  feelings  harafs  you. 
too  much." 

"  Ah!  Beaumont,"  he  returned,  "you 
would  not  have  acted  as  I  iiave  done." 

*'  Come,  come,"  faid  Lady  Middieton, 

rallying  her  own  fpirits,  for  fhe   had  been 

c  5  much 
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much  interefled  and  afFecfled  by  what  (he 
had  heard ;  "  you  condemn  yourfelf  too 
much." 

"  You  will  not  think  fo,  I  fear,"  faid  he, 
*'  v/hen  you  hear  the  fequel." 

His  Lordfnip  then  continued. 

*  Arife,  my  Lord/  (l\id  Mifs  Walfing- 
ham,  the  blufh  giving  way  to  a  deadly  pale-* 
neis ;  '  arife,  my  beloved  brother,'  faid  (he, 
and  again  a  deep  blufh  ovedpread  her  whole 
countenance  ;  ^  fuffer  me  to  call  you  by  that 
loved  name,' — As  ihe  pronounced  thefe 
words,  a  tremor  of  voice  but  too  plainly 
Hiewed  me  the  fufferings  of  her  foul — I 
fhrunk  from  myfelf,  and  preferred  a  painful 
filence. — Again  recovered  from  her  embar- 
raffment,  (he  told  me  I  was  very  kind  to  take 
fuch  an  intereft  in  her  health  ,  that  Qie  had 
been  very  ill,  but  that  fi:ie  hoped  a  tour  fhe 
had  in  contemplation,  would  recover  her. 
She  then  faid  that  though  fhe  was  very  partial 
to  England,  and  much  attached  to  the 
J  beloved 
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beloved  place  of  her  nativity,  (he  was  alfo 
very  fond  of  Italy  and  the  South  of  France. 
— '  I  have  waiwJered,'  faid  (lie,  *  over  the 
plains  of  Languedoc;  the  Province  of 
Dauphiny  particularly  delighted  me — Pied- 
mont and  Lombardy  were  vifited  by  me 
when  I  was  in  a  very  poor  flate  of  health. 
The  patioral  fcenery  of  the  green  vallics  of 
Piechiiont  firil  taught  me  the  peculiar  de- 
lights of  the  chmaic  of  Italy  ;  1  have  palTed 
many  charming  days  among  the  flowers,  and 
plants,  and  delicious  fruits  of  thefe  romaniic 
fc^rtes. — You  kQ07v','  The  continued,  «  I  am 
a-painterj  judge  then  with  v.hat  rapture  I 
gaze  on  the  in-^agery  that,  in  that  fwcet. 
country,  every  where  lurrounds  us. — Oh  ! 
how  often  have  I  regretted  that  1  was  not 
alfo  a  poet!' — She  then  led  me  to  talk  of 
fubjects  that  I  kneA'  were  plealing  to  her,  and 
flie  palled  a  confiderable  time  ia  (hewing  me 
fome  exquifite  paintings  of  her  own,  and 
viev>^s  that  brought  to  my  mind  the  charm- 
ing country  they  were  taken  from. — Thus 
man)  days  paif.d  on ;  I  thought  her  health 
c  6  was- 
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was  mending  fall,  and  I  obferved  it  to  her : 
her  countenance  underwent  a  change  on  my 
making  the  obfervation,  and  (lie  faid  fbe 
hoped  her  intended  tour  would  reflore  her 
health. 

*  And  when  do  you  propofe  going  upon 
this  tour  ?'  I  afked  in  a  hefitating  manner. 

*  I  have  not   yet  determined,*  faid  fhe  ; 
and  immediately  changed  the  converfation. 

"  Bewildered  in  a  fea  of  doubt  and  per- 
plexit)^  I  knew  not  what  to  do  ;  her  evident 
illnefs  afFeded  me  to  weaknefs.  I  felt  myfelf 
the  primary  caufe  -,  and  the  minute  atten- 
tion (lie  paid  to  avoid  any  fubject  that  could 
lead  10  our  fituation^  plainly  proved  to  me 
(he  no  longer  thought  of  me  as  her  future 
huiband. — I   had  frequently  determined  to 
lay  open  my  whole  mind  to  her — to  difclofe 
all  my  weaknelTes,  misfortunes,  and  diffi- 
culties J  but  a  contrariety  of  fentiments  for- 
bade it. — Oh  I   that  I  had  earlyacfled  with 
opennefs  and  candour  both  to  her  and  Lady 
Matilda  !  I  fliould  have  faved  myfelf  years  of 
humiliating  torture. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 


*'  I  HAD,"  faid  Lord  iMelville,  "  been 
more  than  three  weeks  at  the  Priory,  when 
one  morning  Mifs  Walfmgham  afked  me  to 
drive  her  out  in  a  phaeton. — *  The  horfes 
are  a  httle  too  fpirited  for  me  to  manage,' 
faid  (lie  ;  *  I  therefore  beg  your  afliftance,  as 
I  know  you  are  a  capital  charioteer. — I  am 
not/  fhe  continued,  *  a  bad  one  myfeif ; 
but  when  I  lad  drove  thefe  horfes^,  I  f^und 
they  were  too  much  for  me,  and  tired  me 
by  the  exertion  they  obliged  me  to  ufe.' — 
When  (he  ordered  thefe  particular  horfes  and 
the  carriage  to  be  at  the  door  in  an  hour,  (he 
left  the  room  ;  and  the  fervant  w^ho  received 
tlie  orders  remained,  and  told  me  he  feared, 

in 
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in  theprefent  date  of  his  dear  Lady*s  bealth,. 
(lie  vvculd,  from  their  great  fpirit,  find  them 
too  rauch  for  her. — '  But  as  Hie  feems 
anxious  to  fee  them  again  in  harnefs,  they 
being  a  new  purchafe,  and  remarkably  beau- 
tiful, if  you,  my  Lord,'  continued  this  va- 
luable old  domedic,  '  will  drive  tbem  a 
couple  of  miles  at  a  round  pace  before  my 
Lady  gets  into  the'carriage,  you  will  be  the 
better  able  to  judge  of  them.* — '  Then/ 
(aid  I,  '  let  the  phaeton  be  brouabt  to  the 
door  in  half  an  hour,  and  I  Ihall  do  fo  with 
pleafure,' — In  crolhng  the  hall,  I  met  Mifs 
Waliingham,  and  told  her  my  intention;, 
fne  thanked  me  for  my  kind  care,  and  as  (lie- 
walked  from  me,  I  heard  her  deeply  figh, 
and  that  figh  pierced  me  to  the  foul. 

"  The  horfes  I  found  very  fpirited  indeed  y 
but  after  taking  them  a  circuit  of  four  miles 
Vvithout  drawing  bridle,  they  became  gentle 
enough  to  admit,  without  fear,  their  lovely 
miftrefs  to  be  drawn  by  them.  She  directed 
our  drive  along  the  miargin  of  a  wood,  under 
which    ran   a    beautiful    river,    meandering 

thrcugh 
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through  a  rich  vale  of  cultivation,  decorated 
here  and  there  with  tuftea  clumps  and  lively 
verdure.  The  day  was  very  liot,  and  I  pro- 
pofed  that  we  Qiouid  defccnd  fron:  tue  high 
land,  and  drive  through  adiflant  pai.  uf  the 
park,  vchere  the  green  turf  and  high  ih.,]\ng 
trees  would  prevent  her  feeling  any  incon- 
venience from  the  powerful  rays  ot  the  (an  ; — 
we  were  at  fome  diftance  from  the  ^place  I 
whhed  to  take  her  to,  and  I  drove  very  faft 
to  haflen  our  arrival  in  a  cool  fliade.  The 
quick  motion  and  great  heat  made  me  draw 
in,  and  the  horfes  being  quiet,  we  were  re- 
lieved by  going  very  flow ;  the  carriage 
wheels  m.ade  no  noife,  and  here  was  a  Situa- 
tion that  called  for  my  fpeaking  on  a  fuhjedt 
which  her  fiience  feemed  to  (ay  Ihe  expeded. 
CoHiUied  beyond  meafure,  my  thoughts 
were  in  a  tumult,  and  my  firft  idea  was  to 
quicken  the  hoifes'  pace,  that,  by  their  mo- 
tion, the  critical  Situation  I  had  brought 
myfelf  into  fliouid  be  unnoticed  i — (he  per- 
ceived my  confufion,  and  putting  her  hand 
on  mine,  which  refted  on  my  knee,  and  held 

the 
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the  reins — '  Melville,'  faid  fhe,  '  I  have 
fought  this  purpofely,  and  the  quiet  of  this 
fcene  fuits  the  converfatron  I  have  Ions: 
wiQied  to  have  with  you.  I  have  more 
flrength  than  ufual  to-day,  therefore  liften 
to  me  with  attention. — 1  wifli,'  faid  (he, 
removing  her  hand  from  mine^  '  to  fet  you 
at  liberty,  and  to  bring  peace  to  your  mind  j 
— from  this  moment  forget  all  pad  fcenes, 
and  think  no  more  of  any  tie  of  honour  that 
bound  you  to  me.  Engagements,  entered 
into  at  an  early  age,  cannot,  ought  not,  to 
be  binding; — confider  me  as  your  fiiler — be 
my  brother  and  my  friend  ;  for  you  can 
never  be  any  thing  more  to  me.' 

'  Do  you  wifli  the  tie  diflblved  ?'  faid  I, 
faintly. 

*■  I  do,*  fhe  replied  with  quicknefs,  as  if 
fhe  wifhed  the  reply  ta  be  made  ;  at  the 
fame  time  I  thought  I  perceived  an  emotion 
that  contradided  her  words*  I  had  the 
temerity  to  alk  if  (he  had  formed  any  other 
attachment,  that  drove  me  from  the  place 
I  once  held  in  her  bofom.     She  looked  at 

me. 
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me,  and  faid,  fweetly  fmiling,  no  -,  that  (he 
loved  nobody  better  than  me,  but  that  (lie 
did  not  wifh  to  marry. 

"  The  2;reat  ao-itation  that  crimfoned  her 
cheek  made  me  ftart  ,  the  fall  force  of  my 
guilt  ilruck  upon  me,  and  in  filent  anguifli 
I  waited  to  again  hear  the  found  of  her 
voice.  When  [  ventured  to  look  at  her,  I 
found  fhe  was  as  pale  as  death ;  and  fhe 
begged  me  to  go  on  as  fall  as  I  could,  for 
that  the  drive  had  been  too  long  for  her, 
and  fhe  felt  herfelf  unco:nmonly  tired.— I 
did  fo,  and  we  reached  the  houfe  without 
exchanging  another  word.  As  I  helped  her 
out  of  the  phaeton,  I  preffed  her  hand  -,  and 
we  did  not  again  meet  till  dinner,  when  (he 
appeared  cheerful,  but  it  was  eafily  fcen  not 
to  come  from  her  heart.  After  the  cloth 
was  removed,  and  the  company  chatting 
on  various  fubjects,  I  obfcrved  fhe  fuddenly 
became  extremely  pale  ; — Lady  Emily  Win- 
bourn,  who  fat  next  to  me,  faid — *  Do 
you  not  think  Mifs  Walfingham  looks  ex- 
tremely ill  ?" 

'  I 
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'  I  do,  indeed,'  was  my  reply. 

*  Louiia,  my  love/  faid  Lady  Efmily^ 
'  had  you  not  better  remove  from  the  table? 
-^Perhaps  the  air  may  recover  you.'  She 
arofe,  and  with  Mils  Waifingham  left  the 
room. 

"  For  three  days  fhe  was  not  able  to  join 
the  party  then  at  the  Priory ;  theie  were 
days  of  torturing  fufpenfe,  but  the  (late  to 
which  1  was  brou2;ht  had  at  leno;th  fuch  an 
effed:,  that  I  determined  to  gain  an  inter- 
view, and  lay  open  every  iecret  of  my  heart 
to  her.  She  was  well  enough  in  a  few  days 
to  admit  my  vifit,  and  (he  received  me  in 
her  drefling-rcom.  On  my  entrance  (he 
perceived  my  confufion,  and  endeavoured  at 
a  gaiety  very  foreign  from  her  heart  :  I  took, 
her  hand,  and  carried  it  ta  my  lips ;  and  look- 
ing at  her  with  emotions  that  almoft  de- 
prived me  of  exiflence^  I  begged  flie  would 
hear  me. 

'  I  am  come,'  faid  I,  '  to  explain ' 

'  Hold,  Melville,'  faid  (he  i  '  I  hoped 
that,   ere   you  were   obliged   to    make  this 

explanation. 
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explanation,  my  illnefs  would  have  faved 
you  from  a  conflid:  that,  if  I  coU'd,  I 
would  relieve  you  from. — Hear  me,*  fald 
fhe,  '  and  I  fhali  explain  : — My  family,  you 
know,  have  ail  fallen  at  an  early  age  by  the 
diftemper  that  I  now,  and  have  for  fome 
time  laboured  under  :  bv  which  unfortunate 
tendency  I  am  the  lad  of  that  family,  and 
poifeiTed  of  all  their  great  eftates.  The  late 
Lord  Melville  was  the  friend  that  early 
kindnefs  made  dear  to  me  j  he  fondly  hoped 
that  by  his  kind  care  in  my  infancy  I  had 
conquered  the  difeafe  I  inherited  ; — on  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  fyriiptoms'  he  dread- 
ed, he  fent  me  to  the  South  of  France,  and 
I  have  every  reafon  to  know  he  was  ex- 
tremely afflidted.  Yes,  m^y  dear  brother, 
he  fnewed  the  moft  parental  fondnefs  for 
me  j  and  all  v;ho  knew  his  characler  mud, 
as  1  do,  clear  him  of  every  intcrcfied  idea 
Vv'hen  he  wifhed  me  to  become  your  wife  j — 
indeed  1  am  fo  vain  as  to  be  certain  my  for- 
tune was  not  the  principal  inducement. — 
Deprived   of   all    thofe    dear  relatives  that 

would 
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would  have  filled  up  the  meafure  of  my  hap- 
pinefs,  at  an  age  too  young  to  know  their 
worth,  my  heart  turned  to  Lord  Melville  as 
its  only  lupport,  and  I  loved  him  as  though  he 
had  been  my  father. — Suffer  me  then  to 
confider  you  as  the  beloved  brother  of  my 
affedtions,  as  the  fon  of  that  dear,  loft  friend 
of  my  heart ; — thus  conneded  with  you  by 
fraternal  love,  let  your  filler  argue  with  you, 
and  do  not,  dear  Melville,  do  not  interrupt 
me. — Your  fituation  has  been  long  known 
to  me — you  are  flruggling  between  your  ho- 
nour, which  you  conceive  binds  you  to  me, 
and  a  pure  and  violent  pafiion  for  Lady 
Matilda  Summers,  the  bofom  friend  of  that 
exalted  charader  Lady  Middleton. — I  have 
learned  her  charader,  temper,  and  difpofi- 
tion  ;  and  that  knowledge  convinces  me  (he 
is  the  perfon  born  to  make  you  happy. — • 
Oh  my  brother  !  then,*  faid  Ihe,  putting 
her  hand  on  mine,  that  lay  on  the  table, 
and  looking  up  in  my  face  with  a  degree  of 
enthufiafm,  'go,  throw  yourfelf  at  her  feet 
— (lie  loves  you ;  your  condud  is  breaking 

her 
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her   heart — gain    her  forgivenefs,    and    be 
happy  !' 

*'  Struck  with  confternation  and  wonder, 
a  tremor  feized  my  whole  frame,  my  heart 
cealed  to  beat,  and  faiimg  back  in  my  chair, 
I  heaved  a  figh. 

'  Come,'  faid  Mifs  Walfingham,  *  vou 
mufl  not  thus  afiiict  your  lifter — pray  be 
compofedjand  liftento  my  advice; — if  I  lee 
you  fo  unhappy,  I  (hall  regret  that  the  name 
ofWahlngham  ever  reached  your  ear. — Had 
your  beloved  father  hved,  he  would  have 
taken  this  taik  upon  himfelf,  for  to  make 
you  happy  was  the  ultimate  aim  of  his  life. 
DeiicaC; ,'  fhe  continued,  «  prevented  me 
from  coming  to  this  explanation  before,  and 
i  fhould  have  been  too  happy  could  I  have 
explained  ail  this  matter  to  the  fatisfaction 
of  Lady  Matilda  hex-fdf ;  but  there  are  tholV, 
Meiviile,  poilefTed  of  fuch  refinement  cf 
fcntiment,  and  I  believe  Lady  Matilda  Sum- 
ir,er5  to  be  oi-e  of  thofe,  thit  I  feared  to 
diiTerve  you  in  my  attempt,  and  therefore 
I   defifted  ;    tuit    believe    the    only    thing 

that 
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that  can  make  me  happy,  is  feeing  you  mar- 
ried to  that  amiable  and  beautiful  woman. 
Tell  her  that  you  and  I,  when  we  were  al- 
mod  children,  entered  into  an  engagement 
that  riper  years  taught  us  to  repent — lead 
her  to  think  of  me  as  a  lifter ; — and,  if  I 
fliould  be  allowed  to  return  to  my  native 
fcenes,  you  muft  promife  to  bring  her  to  the 
Priory,  and  teach  her  to  think  as  well  of  me 
as  I  am  fure  my  dear  brother  does.' 

'^  Her  manner,"  continued  Lord  Mel- 
ville, ''  appeared  to  be  unenibarralTed  j  pof- 
fibly  T  could  at  that  time  be  no  judge,  for  I 
was  in  fome  degree  convinced  (he  did  not 
wifli  the  connection  :  but  I  owned  to  her  my 
love  for  Lady  Matilda,  and  my  fixed  deter- 
mination never  to  marry.— With  all  the  feel- 
ing and  affeftion  of  a  dear  fifter,  Qie  ration- 
ally reafoned  the  point  with  me. 

'  I  cannot  live,  Melville,'  faid  (lie, 
*  above  a  year  or  two  -, — has  not  Providence 
been  very  kind  to  me  in  fo  timely  bringing 
on  this  complaint  ? — Had  I  been  your  wife, 
with  perhaps  other  dear  ties,  think — Oh  ! 

think 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  47 

think  what  mufl  have  been  my  fuiferlngs ! 
But,  unconnected  as  I  am,  I  have  learned  to 
look  upon  this  early  dhfoiution  with  calm- 
nefs — nay,  with  pleaiure  ; — and  could  I  fee 
you  happy  with  Lady  Matilda,  I  would  fink 
into  my  quiet  grave  with  every  fatisfadion.' 
— She  then  laid  (he  had  talked  a  great  deal, 
that  file  felt  herfelt  exhaufted,  and  begged 
to  be  left  alone, — ^  I  hope  to  join  you  in  the 
evening,'  added  fhe.    ■ 

"  I  arofe,  and  left  her  3  and  paffjng  from 
her  room  into  the  next,  I  threw  myfelf  on  a 
fofa,  with  fuch  refledlions  for  my  companions 
as  almoft  deprived  me  of  my  reafon. — I  was 
at  length  roufed  by  Lady  Emily,  who  fat 
down  by  me. 

'  Our  dear  friend,  I  fear,'  faid  fhe,  <  will 
not  be  well  enough  to  join  us  to-night.' 

"  I  got  up,  ftiuck  my  hand  on  my  fore- 
head, and  quitted  the  room. — 1  walked  otrt, 
I  was  unable  to  bear  my  feelings. — Oh 
Lady  Middleton  !  the  remembrance  of  this 
fad  day  even  now  is  too  much  for  me. — 
That  night  Mils  Waifingham  was  taken  ill  ^ 

I  never 
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I  never  faw  her  for  a  fortnight,  and  hardly 
left  the  door  of  her  apartment  ; — fhe  then 
became  comparatively  better,  and  again  I 
faw  her  with  all  the  reft  of  the  party  who 
flill  remained  at  the  Priory.  As  we  entered, 
I  lingered  behind,  and  when  each  congra- 
tulated her  on  her  recovery,  1  advanced  ;— 
flie  held  out  her  hand  to  me,  and,  with  a 
clear  and  colleifted,  though  feeble  voice, 
thanked  me  particularly  for  the  kind  intereft 
I  took  in  her  fafety. 

'  But  I  fear,*  (aid  Hie,  '  you  have  thought 
fo  much  of  m.e,  that  you  have  neglected 
youri'elf.  My  beloved  Emily  promifed  to 
take  care  of  you.* 

"  Affected  by  this  fpeech,  delivered  in 
the  lenderefl  accents,  and  by  her  appear- 
ance, which  feemed  more  than  human,  the 
fatigue  of  my  mind  and  body,  all  concurred 
to  bring  me  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  weaknels  that 
I  burll  into  tears.  I  left  the  room  as 
well  as  I  could,  but  not  before  thofe  tears 
had  the  mod  fatal  effecls.  Mifs  Walfing- 
ham,  overcome,    like   myfelf,  with   feelings 

too 
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too  exquifite  to  be  borne,  had  fainted,  and 
was  no  longer  able  to  bear  any'  perfon  in  the 
room.  Phyficians  were  inftantly  fent  for, 
and  with  hope,  fear,  uncertainty,  and  terror, 
I  awaited  their  arrival  traverfing  my  room. 
Two  very  able  medical  men  lived  near,  and 
in  a  few  hours,  the  longeft  I  ever  fpent,  1 
was  informed  they  had  been  with  Mils  Wal- 
fingham,  and  that  they  were  going  away. 
With  fenfations  I  know  not  how  to  defcrib*, 
I  hurried  to  the  parlour  where  they  were  ; — 
they  told  me  with  much  feeling,  though  at 
the  fame  time  with  candour,  fne  could  not 
live  long,  for  fhe  had  been  a  confiderable 
time  in  a  deep  decline,  and  nothing  could 
fave  her. — At  chefe  cruel  words  I  funk  into 
a  chair; — fo  young,  fo  good,  fo  fenfible,  to 
be  thus  cut  off!  I  would  have  given,  with 
pleafure,  my  own  life  to  have  faved  her's. 

*  And  is  there  then  no  hope  ?'  I  afked, 
tears  roiling  down  my  face ;  *  cannot  you 
adminiiler  one  Ivveet  word  of  comfort  ? — 
Mud  this  angel  be  indeed  torn  from  her 
friends  thus  in  the  prime  of  life  ?' 

VOL.  IV.  D  <«  Thefe 


50  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 

"  Thefe  good  men  endeavoured  to  reafon 
with  me;  but  I  was  not  in  a  ftate  of  mind 
to  attend  to  it,  and  I  left  them.  I  placed 
myielf  at  the  door  of  Louifa's  chamber,  and 
waited  to  fee  Lady  Emily  -, — there  was,  me- 
thought,  a  pleafure  in  being  near  this  angel,  and 
I  flattered  myfelf  with  the  fond  hope  that  the^ 
phyficians  might  be  wrong;  it  was  indeed  with 
the  utmoft  horror  I  could  bear  the  thought 
of  their  not  being  To,  The  next  day  (lie  fent 
to  me  to  come  to  her  ; — I  found  her  drefled 
in  white,  and  fupported  by  pillows ;  there 
was  thai  in  her  looks  which  feemed  not  of 
this  world.  She  had  always  a  remarkably 
fair  fkin,  but  it  now  appeared  almofl  tranf- 
parent ;  tlie  deadly  pale  that  had  taken  pof- 
feifion  of  her  divine  countenance  for  fome 
days  pad,  had  given  place  to  a  beautiful 
and  delicate  red  ;  her  eyes  had  that  fort  of 
fire  in  them  that  (hewed  the  flate  of  her 
habit ;  fhe  feemed  reduced  to  a  great  degi-ee 
of  weakriefs  ; — alas  !  there  was  that  in  her 
whole  appearance  that  fpoke  a  quick  tran- 
fition  from  this  world  to  a  better. 

«  Ah 
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*  Ah  my  friend,'  faid  (he,  srs  I  took  her 
hand,  *  how  kind  to  attend  me  thus  in  my 
iaftillnefs ! — I  hear  you  never  leave  my  door.' 
Her  head  funk  on  my  bofom,  and  I  prefled 
her  to  my  heart. 

'  Live,*  faid  I,  *  Hve  for  the  unfortunate 
Melville,  who  would  die  this  moment  to 
preferve  a  life  dearer,  much  dearer  to  him 
than  his  own.' 

'  What  founds  are  thefe  r'  faid  (lie,  raif- 
ing  her  head  from  my  bread,  and  looking  in 
my  face, 

'^  I  repeated  the  facrihce  that  I  would 
make  of  my  o',vn  life  to  fave  her's ;  fhc 
fainted  in  my  arms.  Lady  Emily  called  for 
a(riftance,  and  I  never  left  the  room  until 
it  was  time  fhe  fnould  retire  to  bed.  The 
next  day  (lie  removed  into  her  dreifing-room, 
and  fent  for  me  at  an  early  hour.  Never 
did  I  fee  her  look  more  beautiful.  I  threw 
myfelf  at  her  feet,  and  reding  my  head  on 
her  lap. — '  Live,  my  own  Louifa,'  faid  I, 
*  live  for  your  Melville  and  happincfs !' 

D2  *Ah!' 
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'  Ah  !*  faid  (he,  (haking  her  head,  *  a 
fev,  a  very  few  days,  and  Louila  will  be  no 
nure!— Rife,  my  dear  Melville,  rife,  and 
don't  give  way  to  this  weaknefs. — 1:  derive 
confolation  from  many  points  in  the^e  my 
lad  moments,  and  could  I  fee  my  beloved 
brorl.er  lefs  afflidled,  I  fliould  be  more  at 


eale.' 


"  Jufl:  at  this  moment  Lady  Emily  and 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Evelyn  entered  the  room. 
When  they  had  been  leated  a  few  minutes, 
Mifs  Walfmgham  thanked  them  for  their 
kind  friendfliip  ;  their  fociety,  (he  faid,  had 
contributed  infinitely  to  her  pleafure  and 
happinefs,  and  (he  confidered  herlelf  bound 
to  them  by  every  tie  of  gratitude  for  their 
late  un'Aearied  attention.  She  opened  a 
port-feuille,  and  taking  out  a  fmall  parcel, 
fhe  locked  it  again,  and  giving  the  key  .to 
me — '  My  dear  Lord,*  faid  (lie,  *  will  you, 
previous  to  thefemyfriendsleavingthcPiiory, 
alT.mble  ihem  in  this  room,  and  read  to  them 
the  paper  you  will  find  iealed  with  wax,  and 
directed  ?    It  contains  fume  of  my  wilhes 

diat 
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that  I  know  you  will  fee  fulfilled. — I  put 
you  in  the  place  of  your  dear  father.' 

"  I  bowed,  but  could  not  fpeak.  The 
arrival  of  a  Clergyman  obliged  us  to  with- 
draw ; — I  tliredled  my  melancholy  fteps  to 
my  rooai,  w;iere  I  (hut  myleif  up.  Lady 
Emily,  fome  hours  after,  tajped  at  my  door. 

*  My  dear  Lord,'  faid  (he,  '  come  to  our 
Louifa's  chamber.* 

'  It  is  then,*  faid  I,  *  nearly  over — this 
is,  perhaps,  the  laft  time  I  fhall  fee  her  !-— 
Ci  uel,  crael  Melville,  but  for  you  (he  might 
ftiil  have  long  been  happy  1' 

'*  The  vifible  change  in  her  appearance 
indicated  too  plainly  that  my  fears  were  juft. 
I  fatdown  oy  her ;  fhe  feebly  reached  m^-  her 
hand — a  deadly  coldneis  had  taken  poflef- 
fion  of  her ;  her  head  reclined  on  my  bofom, 
fhe  looked  in  my  fac.^,  and,  fmiling,  f.iii-— 
*  Be  happy,  dear  Melville,  b:;  happy;  and 
remember,  had  1  been  allowed  longer  to  re- 
main an  inhabitant  of  this  world,  your  hap« 
pinefs  with  Lady  Matilda  would  have  been 
D  3  the 
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the  fource  from  which  I  fliould  have  derived 
real  pleafure !' 

*'  Oh  Lady  Middleton  !  thefe  words,  and 
a  faint  prefTure  of  her  hand,  were  all  I  have 
ever  heard  or  feen  more  of  this  angel ; — (he 
expired,  without  a  groan,  in  my  arms  ! — I 
never  left  her  until  the  earth  received  her, 
and  in  her  grave  I  poured  out  half  my  foul. 
Pardon  me,''  continued  Lord  Melville,  *'  I 
alfed  you  too  much. 

"  The  day  after  her  intennenr,  Sir  John 
Evelyn  put  me  in  mind  of  the  port-feuille ; 
we  affembled  in  the  room  (lie  had  appoint- 
ed, where  every  thing  reminded  me  of  its 
late  dear  inhabitant.  Seeing  me  fo  af- 
fecledj  Sir  John  opened  the  fealed  paper, 
which  proved  to  be  her  will ; — he  read  it,  and 
I  found  (he  had  left  me  heir  to  all  her  great 
eftates  and  wealth ;  to  Lady  Emily  (lie  left 
a  remembrance  of  ten  thoufand  pounds ; 
and  a  requeft  to  me  that  the  Priory  (liould 
be  kept  up,  and  that  the  poor  (lie  had  taken 
under  her  protection  (liould  be  my  future 
care. 

*«  When 
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•*  When  I  left  the  Priory,  I  fled  to  thofe 
fcenes  of  Languedoc  and  Piedmont  that  £he 
had  fought,  and  where  fhe  would  have  been 
found  again,  had  not  Death  cut  her  off,  a 
bloiTom  but  juft  blown. — I  became  an  inha- 
bitant of  a  peafant*s  cottage  -,  I  took  with 
me  her  paintings,  I  traced  thofe  fcenes  which 
fhe  had  admired,  and  remained  in  retire- 
ment until  time  meliorated  my  feeHngs  s  I 
then  travelled  through  Italy  and  France,  and 
about  three  months  fmce  I  returned.'* 

Here  Lord  Melville  ended  his  melancholy 
and  interefting  relation.  Mr.  Beaumont 
and  I.ady  Middieton  exerted  themfeives  to 
the  utmoft,  and  ufed  every  argument  to 
reconcile  him  to  himfelf.  They  often  talk- 
ed together  over  the  unhappy  fate  of  a  cha- 
racter highly  eftimable,  and  regretted  much 
that  luch  rehnement  of  fenlibility,  fuch 
heroilm,  and  fuch  delicacy  of  fentiment  had 
not  been  known  to  them. 

D  4  Lady 
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Lady  Middleton  traced  back  in  her  own 
mind  the  condu6l  of  Mr.  Beaumont  to  her, 
who  gave  up  his  own  peace  on  a  point  of  ho- 
nour to  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Somer- 
ton. 

"  Alas  !"  faid  Hie,  "  where  Is  there  fuch 
a  charader  as  my  Beaumont  ? — Poor  Mifs 
Wallingham,  had  Melville  been  endowed 
with  his  flrength  of  mind,  you  might  now 
have  been  a  brilliant  ornament  to  our  fociety, 
a  flouridiing  example  to  the  world  of  the 
pfachice  of  every  virtue. — Your  felf-ap- 
proving  mind  difFufed  a  ferenity  over  your 
manners,  and  imparted  the  divine  influence, 
ariling  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  rectitude,  to 
your  lad  moments. — Love  infpired  thy  de- 
licate mind  with  penfive  tendernefs,  and 
elevated  thy  pure  foul  to  that  fublime  ftate 
that  raifed  you  above  this  world. — Yes,  di- 
vine Mifs  Walfingham,  the  exquifite  refine- 
ment you  poffefTt^d  brought  you  peace  at  the 
awful  moment  of  diif  )lution  ;  and  your  ex- 
alted lenie   formed    your    condud:   to  the 

unhappy 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  57 

unhappy  Melville,  fo  as  to  leave  an  Impref- 
fion  on  all  congenial  minds,  of  a  degree  of 
united  (Irength  of  mind  and  worth  that  but 
too  ieldoLii  occurs." 

It  appeared  evident  to  both  Mr.  Beau- 
mont and  Lady  Middieton,  that  the  eftrange- 
ment  of  Lord  Melvi.le  had  deftroyed  the 
too  amiable  Mifs  Walfingham  i  and,  left 
our  readers  (liould  be  of  the  fame  opinion, 
it  will  be  neceiTary  to  inform  them  that,. 
added  to  a  warm  benevolence,  (Irong  affec- 
tions, and  uncommon  delicacy  of  mind, 
which  mult  have  been  obvious  from  the 
preceding  hift^-ry  of  this  charming  woman, 
Ihe  had  a  dcgrLe  of  fufceptibiiity  too  great 
to  admit  of  lafting  peace;  (he  was  both 
warm  and  conftant  in  her  fr;endllups; — 
IMoiville  had  engaged  all  her  love,  and  at 
the  period  lie  was  lent  abroad,  we  rind  her 
in  pofTwffion  of  real  happinefs  and  a  portion 
of  ^ood  health  that  delighted  tiie  excellent 
heart  of  her  frimd,  and  almoft  father,  the 
late  Lord  Melville.  About  feven  months 
D  5  after 
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after  his  leaving  England,  Mifs  Walfingham 
received  an  anonymous  letter,  that  minutely 
defcribed  a  foreign  lady,  and  all  her  connec- 
tions, to  whom  her  lover  had  attached  him- 
felf ;  and  as  in  general  thefe  kind  of  letters 
are  produdions  of  much  care  and  art,  the  in- 
genuous and  corred  mind  of  this  too  amia- 
ble girl  taught  her  to  give  imphcit  credit 
to  every  invidious  report  it  contained.  She 
was  exadly  the  character  to  fall  a  prey  to 
inward  mifery ;  and  from  the  moment  this 
horrid  letter,  which  w^as  a  fabrication  of  the 
writer's  own  brain,  had  reached  her,  fhe 
never  was  the  fame  in  health  or  fpirits. — 
She  believed  Melville  to  be  falfe,  and  that 
fmgle  idea  daQied  her  in  a  moment  from 
the  height  of  happinefs  and  content,  that  flie 
had  fo  fully  enjoyed,  to  a  ftate  of  mifery  her 
heart  was  but  too  well  formed  to  feel. — 
Lady  Emily  Winbourn  was  her  friend  ;  but 
the  fecret  that  confumed  her  fhe  never  re- 
vealed. Melville  was  inexpreffibly  dear  to 
her  j  (lie  knew  he  would  ever  remain  (o,  and 
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fhe  could  not  bear  to  injure  him  in  the  opi- 
nion of  even  her  own  dear  friend. 

The  anxiety  of  her  mind  foon  was  vifible, 
and  fhe  went  abroad  merely  to  oblige  her 
guardian  ;  and  in  all  thofe  pleafing  fenfa- 
tions  that  the  indulg.nce  of  a  deep  pailion 
caufes,  (he  wandered  in  thofe  romantic 
countries,  whofe  icenes  feed  the  melancholy 
that  is  fo  deli^^htful  to  true  love. 

On  her  return  to  Eng'and,  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Melville  Park  added  to  her  diftrefs, 
for  (lie  mourned,  in  all  the  fuicerity  of  a 
filial  affeftion,  the  death  of  her  old  and  re- 
vered friend ;  (he  therefore  quitted  the 
Priory,  and  .u'ent  to  the  feat  of  Sir  Joha 
Evelyn,  with  whom  and  his  Lady  flie  had 
become  acquainted  at  Nice. 

Lord  Melville  never  having  been  at  the 

Priory,    nor  ever   writing,    or    (hewing  the 

leafl:   remembrance   of  her,  fully  proved,  if 

(he    had  before  any  doubt,  that   his   total 
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eftrangement  was  certain  ;  and  (lie  daily  give 
way  to  her  feelings.  At  length  he  arrived ;  and 
in  the  courfe  of  two  months,  though  he  had 
had  frequent  opportunities,  he  never  told 
his  love.  This  vifji:  dill  increafed  her  at- 
tachment ;  for  though  he  was  faulty  in  one 
point,  Ihe  faw  many  traits  in  his  character 
and  underftanding  that  endeared  him  ftill 
more  to  her.  He  left  her,  and  flie  now  felt 
the  lofs  of  his  fociety  ;  Hie  felt  alfo  for  his 
evident  unhappinels,  and  now  only  wiQied, 
by  a  facrifice  of  her  own;  to  procure  his. 

When  the  agitations  of  her  mind  were 
iubfidix-ig  into  fome  degree  of  calmnefs — 
when  fhe  began  to  permit  her  own  mifery 
to  give  place  to  the  fufferings  of  him  who 
was  fo  inexprefiibly  dear  to  her,  fhe  received 
another  letter,  from  the  fame  anonymous 
correfpondent,  fully  informing  her  of  Lord 
Melville's  attachment  to  Lady  Matilda 
Summers,  his  meeting  her  at  Ankerwick 
Caftle,  the  chara6ter  of  Lady  Middleton,, 
with  which   (lie  had  been  fully  acquainted 

before  ^ 
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before ;  a  high  panegyric  on  Lady  Matilda, 
vvhofe  heart,  until  fhc  law  Lord  Melville, 
had  been  perfectly  invulnerable,  dead  to  the 
addrefTes  of  the  moli  accomplifhed  men  in 
the  kingdom  ;  and  the  happinefs  of  all  the 
Somerton  family  on  the  joyful  idea  of 
her  being  at  lafi  diipofed  to  make  an  efta- 
bliQiment — all  bore  down  the  heavenly- 
mind  of  the  timid  LouiU  ;  and  then  it  was 
herdiforder  began  to  gain  rapidly  upon  her. 

Her  firfl  idea  was  to  leave  England,  and 
to  write  to  Melville,  giving  her  bad  ftate  of 
health  as  an  excafe  for  her  intentions  of 
never  m.arrying,  that  by  fo  doing  Ihe  might 
be  no  impediment  to  his  happinefs  v.ith  her 
rival ;  but  delicacy  forbade  this,  as,  in  fuch 
a  length  of  time  as  had  elaplcd  fmce  he  was 
of  age,  he  had  pever  given  her  the  flighteil: 
reafon  to  fuppofe  he  thought  any  more  of  the 
promife  that  fab fi (led,  and  it  appeared  to 
her  it  would  carry  the  idea  of  her  reminding 
him  of  it.  She  therefore  was  filent,and  deter- 
mined on  the  rule  of  conducl  Qie  ever  after 

purfued. 
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purfued,  didated  by  every  principle  that  is 
admirable  in  the  female  charadter. 

It  may  gratify  the  reader  to  be  informed 
to  whom  thole  anonymous  letters  are  to  be 
attributed,  which  will  oblige  us  to  go  back 
to  a  period  prior  to  Mils  VValfingham's  at- 
tachment to  Lord  Melville  J  for,  even  at 
that  early  age,  (lie  Ijad  had  many  propofals 
from  fome  ineflimable  charr.(fters,  and  others 
net  quite  fo  much  fo.  In  the  num.ber  of  the 
latter  clafs  we  beg  leave  to  place  Mr.  Temple. 
This  gentleman  had  been  deeply  fmitten 
with  Mifs  Walfingham's  eftates  and  ready 
money,  and  on  fo  young  a  mind  as  her's  he 
expected  the  beauty  of  his  perfon  would 
have  made  the  mofl:  lafting  imprefhon ; — that 
it  did  not  lo,  filled  his  foul  with  hatred  for 
h-T,  and  the  bitterefl  difappointment ;  and 
from  the  m  m.ent  (lie  finally  difmiifed  him, 
he  had  determined  on  her  never  marrying,  if 
the  powers  of  his  art  could  prevent  her.  He 
took,  therefore,  as  by  ex})cricnce  we  find, 
effedual  means  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  the 

unfor- 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  6j 

unfortunate  deceafe  of  that  vvorth^Mnan,  her 
friend  and  guardian,  the  late  Lord  Melville, 
at  fo  critical  a  period,  completed  his  fuccefs. 
Had  his  Lordlhip  lived,  his  Ton  would  have 
been  recalled  to  Melville  Park,  where  his 
heart,  which  was  then  free,  would  have  con- 
templated the  beauty,  elegance,  and  virtues 
of  Louifa  ;  all  his  former  love  would  have 
rekindled,  and  he  would  have  done  judice  to 
his  own  principles  and  her  merit.  Had  he 
fallen  into  her  fociety,  that  heart  which 
wandered  to  Lady  Matilda,  would  have  re- 
mained fo  ely  her's ;  but  the  youtiifui  paf- 
fion  had  died  away  for  want  ot  the  preience 
of  the  obje6t,  at  a  time  when  his  reafoning 
powers  had  not  Rrength  to  give  ftabiiity  to  a 
liame,  as  yet  only  tranfient,  and  Vv^hich  had  not 
made  its  way  to  the  heart.  And  we  muft  do 
judice  to  the  character  of  Lord  Melville,  by 
giving  it  as  our  decided  opinion,  that  his 
fate  was  unfortunate;  for  an  unlucky  con- 
currence of  circumftances  led  him  into  an 
error  his  principles  revolted  from,  and  caufed 
a  cataftrophe  he  never  ceafed  to  lament. 

CMAP. 
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CHAP,  iv; 


LoPvD  MELVILLE,  on  this  explana- 
tion, immediately  left  Ankerwick  Caflle  -, 
he  could  not  meet  Lady  Matilda  yet,  but 
requefted  his  friends  would  reprefent  him  to 
her  according  to  their  ideas  of  him.  He 
faid  that  he  wcu'd  retire  to  Melvilie  Park, 
where,  if  tlieir  accounts  were  not  fatisfac- 
tory,  he  Iliould  not  long  after  remain. 

As  Dr.  Hill  would  not  fuffer  Lady 
Middleton  to  quit  Ankerwick,  Mr.  Beau- 
mont wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Somerton,  men- 
tioning the  viilt  of  Lord  Melville,  the  detail 
of  m/is!ortunes  that  caufcd  a  coadud  to 
Lady  Matilda  which  he  was  but  too  con- 
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fclous  of  the  impropriety  o\  -,  that  he  had 
(hut  himfelt  up  at  Melville  Park,  where  he 
now  waited  the  decilioii  of  Lady  Matilda; 
and,  as  it  was  impolTiole  for  Lady  Middle- 
ton  and  himfeif  to  meet  them,  requeiled 
their  prefence  at  Ankerwick. 

This  letter  did  not  reach  the  Duke  at  his 
own  feat ;  he  had  been  on  a  vilit  wiulIi 
could  not  with  propriety  be  lliortened,  lo 
that  it  was  near  three  weeks  before  they 
arrived. 

Lady  Middleton,  whofe  perfecl  (late  of 
convalelcencemade  aer  look  upon  the  voyage 
to  Lifbon  as  a  very  dilagreeable  circunilla.xe, 
refolved  to  prevail,  ir  poliible,  on  Mr.  Beau- 
mont to  lay  it  altogether  afide  ;  for  to  pleafe 
herlell",  fhe  never  would  have  removed  tea 
miles  from  Ankerwick  Caftle. " 

Lord  Sandford  and  Mr.  Beaumont  had 
been  one  day  at  the  Abbey  of  Devon,  and 
her  Ladyfnip  had  pafled  nearly  all  the  morn - 
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ing  in  her  private  lil  rary,  and  during  the 
heat  of  the  evening,  (he  again  withdrew  to  a 
retirement  fhe  ijad  been  always  fond  of; 
vviiliin  the  lad  month  Hie  had  vifited  it 
oftener  than  ihe  had  done  finzQ  her  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Beaumont,  who  underftood  all 
the  delicacies  that  belong  to  wedded  life, 
never  obtruded  himfelf ;  and  unlefs  invited 
by  her,  which  was  fometimes  the  cafe,  he 
never  entered  any  of  thofe  private  apart- 
ments. 

About  eidit  o'clock  fhe  went  into  a  bal- 
cony  that  ran  along  part  of  the  weft  front 
of  the  Caftle  ;  (lie  took  the  book  with  her 
fhe  had  been  reading,  and  leaning  over,  in 
refledion  enjoyed  the  calm  delights  of  a 
mind  at  eafe,  contemplating  the  beauties  of 
nature  that  lay  open  to  her  view.  A  ftill- 
nefs  reigned  ;  fhe  railed  her  eyes  and  heart 
to  heaven — fublime  devotion  filled  herioul; 
fhe  liftened  with  rapture  to  the  fweet  diftant 
founds  that  row  and  then  reached  her  ear — 
thefrefh  breeze  that  trembled  on  the  leaves; 

the 
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the  deep  fhades  of  twilight  that  had  now 
fallen,  obfcured  the  diftant  objects,  and  ad- 
mitted but  imperfect  iniages  of  thofe  that 
were  more  near. 

Sunk  in  penfive  tranqulUity,  fhe  remained 
until  the  riiing  moon,  which  threw  a  {ha- 
dowy  light  upon  the  lake  that  lay  at  the 
bottom,  warned  her  it  was  time  to  retire. 
The  found  of  carriage  wheels  ftruck  her  ear, 
and  with  joy  ftie  went  to  meet  Mr.  Beau- 
mont; — fhe  fat  fome  ti.i-e  in  the  dra.ving- 
room  with  the  family,  and  he  not  appear- 
ing, (lie  concluded  it  was  fome  ot  the  do- 
meftics  that  were  returning:;  to  the  Cafile  in 
an  open  chaife.  She  (n  down  to  the  harp, 
and  played  lome  Italian  mufic;  Lady  Sand- 
ford  joined  her,  and  with  all  the  It.Jian  ex- 
prefiion  that  charms  the  foul,  they  con- 
tinued until  Mr.  Selwin  entered  the  room. 
He  addreiled  Lady  Middleton,  and  told  her 
there  was  a  ftranger  arrived  at  the  Caftle, 
with  whom  he  had  been  in  converfation  tor 
an  hour. 

•^  And 
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"  And  the  news  he  brings,"  continued 
Mr.  Selwin,  **  will  give  pleafure  to  your 
Ladyfhip  and  to  every  member  of  the  la- 
mily/' 

"  If  it  portends  you  or  Mrs.  Selwin  good,'* 
replied  Lady  Midaleton,  who  had  laid  afide 
her  harp,  "  I  can  anfwer  for  it  that  it  will." 

''.It  does  not  corxern  me  more  nearly 
than  it  does  your  Ladylhip,"  faid  he  ;  *'  but 
if  we  can  make  out  tiie  affair  clearly,  it  will 
develope  the  my  fiery  that  hangs  over  the 
birth  of  Mr.  Henry,  and  give  him  very  ho- 
nourable parents." 

"  That  is  news  indeed,"  faid  Lady  Mid- 
dleron,  with  rapture ;  "  who  is  this  kind 
meffcnger  that  brings  tliefe  glad  tidings  ^ 
— May  they  be  depended  upon  ?'* 

As  (he  was  faying  this,  Mr.  Beaumont 
and  Lord  San. i ford  arrived .  When  the  for- 
mer was  made  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
ftance,  he  looked  to  Mr.  Selwin  for  an  ex- 
planation, who  (aid  a  man,  of  the  name  of 
Reynhauit,  who   had    been  a   confedlioner 

in 
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in  St.  James's  Street,  bat  had  lately  retired 
from  bufinefs,  arrivej  at  the  Caftle  about 
two  hours  before,  and  applied  tor  an  audience 
of  him. 

*'  I  have  known  the  man,**  continued 
Mr.  Selwin,  *'  many  years,  and  have  always 
confidered  hi:n  a  fenlible,  good  lort  of  ^ 
peifon  ; — he  (aid  his  bufinefs  was  rather  of 
an  extraordina.y  nature;  that  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  thought  either  intereited  or 
im;- roper,  if  he  informed  me  of  Tome  circum- 
flanCwS  that  came  to  his  kno>%lcd^e  relative 
to  a  gentleman  whom,  he  found,  every  one 
refpeded,  and  who  was  particularly  dear  to 
you,  Sir,  and  Lady  Middleton ;  but  if  his 
diicoverics  ihouid  not  be  ot  real  ule  m  elu- 
cidating the  bull;  els,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
kept  a  iecrct  that  he  had  taken  any  fteps 
in  the  affair.  Confidering  this  to  be  juft,** 
faid  Mr  Selwin,  ''  I  affented  to  it,  and  he 
proceeded  as  follows :  — 

'  I  married,    fome  time  fince,  in  London, 

a  woman  from  my  Ovvn  province,  with  whom 

5  I  had 
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1  had  been  acquainted  many  years ;  (lie  had 
lived  in  the  family  of  the  late  General 
March monr,  as  governefs  to  his  daughter, 
to  whom,  after  the  death  of  the  General  and 
his  Ladv,  (lie  became  companion.  This 
lady,  as  I  fuppofe  you  have  heard,  privately 
married  her  coufin,  Captain  Frederic  March- 
tnont,  who  was  killed  in  Ireland,  and  whofe 
fuppofed  fon,  as  heir  at  law  to  the  late  Lord 
Behnore,  now  enjoys  that  title  and  eftates. 
About  twenty-three  years  ago,  my  wife,  to 
oblige  her  friend  Mrs.  Marchmont,  went 'to 
Florence,  to  afiift  Lady  Amelia,  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  then  Earl  of  Belmore,  the  near 
relation  and  bofom  friend  of  Mrs.  March- 
mont, who  had  privately  married  a  noble- 
man of  great  rank,  whofe  family  were  as 
much  averle  to  the  match  as  Lord  and  Lady 
Belmore  themfelves  were.  Lady  Amelia 
being  with  child,  and  near  her  time,  en- 
trufted  Mrs.  Marchmont  with  the  fecret, 
and  entreated  her  to  join  her  at  Florence, 
that,  by  her  affiftance,  (lie  might  elude  a 
difcovery  -,  but  it  not  being  in  Mrs.  March- 

mont's 
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moDt*s  power  to  leave  England,  (he  fent  my 
wife,  as  I  before  mentioied,  and  my  wife's 
filter,  who  was  an  accoucheufe ;  by  whofe 
united  good  management  Lady  Amelia  was 
not  difcovered,  but  was  privately  delivered 
of  a  fine  boy,  who  in  due  time  was  brought 
by  them  to  England,  and  taken  to  Mrs. 
Marchmo'U,  to  vvhofe  maternal  care  Lady 
Amelia  and  her  augufb  fpoufe  had  configned 
him,  remitting  at  the  fame  time  large  f-ums 
for  his  ufe.  Mrs.  Marchmont  put  the  child 
under  the  care  of  the  above  accoucheufey 
Mrs.  Norton,  my  wile's  fider,  who  refided 
at  — — — ,  within  ten  miles  of  Ankerwick 
Caftle  ;  but  ?aQ  unfortunately,  Ibme  time 
after,  having  fractured  her  leg,  Mis.  March- 
mont directly  let  off  to  her,  but  did  not  take 
my  wife  with  her.  On  her  return  to  town 
fhe  gave  an  account  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Norton  ;  and  told  my  wife  flie  had  found 
a  very  worthy  Clergyman,  under  whofe  care 
ihe  had  put  the  child.  About  nine  months 
after  ihe  reported  tnat  the  young  Florentine 
had  died  of  a  fever,  and  read  a  very  melan- 

choly 
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choly  account,  which  (he  faid  fhe  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Clergyman.* 

"  I  have  alked  Reynhault,''  faid  Mr.  Sel- 
win,  "  the  name  of  the  Clergyman,  but  his 
wife  never  heard  it  ;  Mrs.  Marchmont  never 
told  her  either  hs  name  or  place  of  abode. 

*  On  putting  all  thele  circumftances  to- 
gether,' continued  Reynhault,  '  1  cannot 
perfuade  myfelf  but  that  Mr.  Henr}^,  whom 
my  Lady  Middleton  adopted  out  of  her  own 
charity-fchool,  may  in  all  probability  be  this 
very  fon  of  Lady  Amelia  Marchmont,  the 
third  daughter  of  the  late  Earl  of  Belmore  ; 
and  as  we  can  prove  the  prefent  Lord  was 
not  born  for  eleven  months  after  Captain 
Frederic  Marchmont  embarked  for  Ireland, 
and  that  Mrs.  Marchmont  cohabited  with 
Mr.  Temple  duriiig  a)  the  time,  within  a 
fortnight  after  Captain  Marchmont  left  Lon- 
don, and  the  birth  of  that  fon — and  that 
Mrs.  Marchmont  had  alfo  another  fon  by 
Mr.  Te'^  pie,  whom  nobody  knows  what  is 
become  of ;  I  really  am  of  opinion  that  this 
matter  may  be  developed,  if  Mr.  Beaumont 

and 
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and  Lady  Middleton  will  pul  the  affair  into 
proper  hands.  My  wife  will  produce  all  the 
evidence  in  her  power  to  difplace  the  prefent 
ufurper,  and  bring  to  his  pofTeffions  the 
lawful  heir." 

Thecharadler  Mr.  Sel win  gave  of  Reyn- 
hault,  the  circumftance  of  his  being  rich, 
and  having  no  family  to  provide  for,  were 
ftrong  inducements  for  believing  juflice  alone 
prompted  him  to  take  fo  adive  a  part  in  an 
affair  that  promifed  fome  difficulty  in  the 
developing. 

Mr.  Beaumont  feared  that  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Norton,  the  total  ignorance  of  the 
name  of  the  Clergyman,  in  whofe  care  the 
young  Florentine  was  entruftcd  ;  the  abfence 
of  Lady  Amelia  and  her  hufband,  whole 
name  had  been  a  fecret  to  Madame  Reynhault 
and  only  known  to  Mrs.  Marchmont,  who 
he  fuppofed  would  not  reveal  it,  would  prove 
many  and  great  difficulties;  yet  he  hoped  to 
overcome  them  all, 

VOL.   IV.  JS  ThQ 
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The  age  of  Henry  tallied  exadly  with  the 
birth  of  Lady  Amelia's  child,  and  this  gave 
the  greatefl:  joy  to  all  Henry's  friends ; — there 
were  many  confuUations  on  the  mod  pro- 
bable way  of  obtaining  the  information 
wanted  ;  and  it  was  the  decided  opinion  of 
all,  that  Reynhault  could  condud:  the  affair 
better  than  any  other  perfon,  from  his  know- 
ledge of  the  charaders  of  Mrs.  March mont 
and  Mr.  Temple,  if  he  would  undercake  it. 
He  was  therefore  interrogated  by  Mr.Selwin, 
and  a  ve-y  confiderable  reward  offered  him. 
The  reward  he  abfolutely  refufed. 

"  If,"  faid  he,  "  Mr.  Henry  lives  to  re- 
turn, and  he  proves  to  be  the  right  heir 
to  the  Bel  more  eflates,  my  reward  may 
come  from  him  ^  but  no  fmifter  view,  be  af- 
fured,  Mr.  SeLvin,  has  led  me  to  make  thofe 
diicoveries.  I  coalider  my  wife  and  myfclf 
as  the  only  people  who  can  bring  this  affiir  to 
ligiit,  and  1  elteem  it  my  bounden  duty  not 
to  floep  upon  it ;  our  deaths  may  deprive 
the  real  heir  of  his  poiTeffions,  and  the  Ipurious 
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offspring  of  Mr.  Temple,  who  is  a  charader 
I  think  very  ill  of,  may  be  fuffered  to  enjoy 
the  great  wealth  of  one  of  the  oldeft  and 
mofl  refpedtable  Houfes  in  this  kingdom. — 
I  have  received  a  great  deal  of  the  late  Earl's 
money,  and  I  always  was  treated  kindly  by 
the  family; — if  it  is  in  my  power  to  do 
them,  who  are  now  no  more,  a  fervice,  I 
(hall  confider  myfelf  amply  rewarded  for  my 
trouble  if  my  endeavours  be  crowned  with 
fuccefs. — I  would  recomimend,  frorri  my 
knowledge  of  Mrs.  Marchmont*s  and  Mr. 
Temple's  characters  and  difpofitions,  that 
Mr.  Beaumont  ihould  immediately  go  to' 
Cheltenham,  where  ail  the  party  now  are  ; 
my  wife  and  myfelf  fliall  be  there  alfo  in 
private,  and  can  contrive  matters  fo,  that 
when  Mrs.  March mont  and  Mr.  Temple 
are  together,  Mr.  Beaumont,  my  wife,  and 
I  fliall  be  introduced  unexpectedly.  I  hope 
by  thus  taking  them  unawxires,  and  through 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Beaumont's  appear- 
ance, irom  which  Mr.  Temple's  coward  foul 
will  Qirink,  that,  in  the  firfl  m-oments  of 
E  2  iurp.ife 
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furprife  and  confufion,  we  fhall  be  able  to 
obtain  full  information,  and  an  ample  con- 
feffion  of  all  we  want  to  know  ;  at  leaft  we 
may  make  fuch  difcoveries  as  may  lead  here- 
after to  a  full  proof." 

When  Mr.  Selwin  reported  this  arrange- 
ment of  Monfieur  Reynhault,  Mr.  Beau- 
mont approved  highly  of  it  j  and  the  follow- 
ing wtelc  was  fixed  on  for  meeting  Monfieur 
and  Madame  Reynhault,  at  Gioucefter,  on 
their  way  to  Cheltenham. 

By  accident,  Mademoifelle  M had 

heard  nothing  of  w^hat  was  paiTing  at  the 
Caftle,  and  it  was  thought  better  to  keep 
her  in  ignorance,  as  fhe  had  latterly  fallen 
into  a  (late  of  melancholy  which  fhe  her- 
felf  could  not  account  for  ; — nothing  could 
perfuade  her  t'nt  fome  fatal  accident  had  not 
happened  to  her  Henry ;  all  the  wife  re- 
monftrances  of  her  friends  were  not  fufE- 
cicnt  to  banifli  this  idea — it  took  polleflion 
of  her  whole  thoughts,  and  Ihe  had  no  peace. 

Her 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE,  77 

Her  uncjerfianding  had  been  cultivated  with 
the  mofl  fcrupulous  care ;  her  tafte  led  her 
to  works  of  genius,  which  Lady  Middietori 
was  happy  to  encourage,  as  every  means  of 
innocent  amufement  contributes  to  lecure 
tlie  mind  from  vacancy ,  (he  now  enjoyed 
the  advantages  of  thefe  propenfities,  for  fhe 
had  taken  fo  great  an  alarm,  fhe  was  incapa- 
ble of  iludy — (he  could  not  collect  her  ideas 
fufiiciently  to  attend  clofely  to  any  fubject. 
She  divided  her  time  between  mu(ic,  paint- 
ir.g,  and  different  needle-works,  by  which 
purfuits  flie  often  found  her  mind  relieved. 
Her  principal  gratification  was  wandering 
over  the  retired  fcenes  of  Ankervvick, 
looking  at  the  Ichool  where  Henry's  name 
will  never  be  forgotten,  and  admiring  the 
works  of  Natures  all  thele  afforded  her  a 
fubiime  pleafure. 

On  a  ftill  evening  (he  indulged  in  her  fa- 
vourite  walks,    and    her    mind    was   often 
awakened  into  eff^jrt  by  the  Icenery  around 
hcr^    Ihe   wou.d    then    repeat    fr^m  (ome 
E  3  favourite 
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favourite  author,  poetry  applicable  to  the 
ideas  thofe  fcenes  produced,  and  fometimes 
compofe  the  fweeteft  little  ftanzas,  in  which 
Ihe  fung  the  virtues  of  her  Henry  and  rural 
fports ;  every  trifling  circumftance  recoHec- 
tion  brought  to  her  mind  of  him,  fv^Tlled 
into  importance  by  frequent  remembrance  ; 
and  when  Qie  enjoyed  the  refrefhing  pleafures 
of  morning,  when  the  lark,  the  gay  herald 
of  the  ear'y  day,  arofe  with  afpiring  notes 
into  the  blue  concave  of  the  heavens,  her 
foul  would  alfo  arife,  warmed  by  devotion, 
and  Iwelling  with  gratitude  to  that  Being 
who  nils  all  fpace. 

Sometimes,  when  the  gloom  of  night 
would  bring  fuch  melancholy  pidlures  of  the 
danger  of  war  to  her  imagination,  her  fancy 
reprefenting  Henry  wounded,  mangled  by 
many  fears,  his  hmbs  fnattered,  and  groan- 
ing under  his  fufferings  and  the  prelUire  of 
fome  unfortunate  friend  fallen  like  wife  in 
battle — every  vein  about  her  heart  would 
fvvell   alraoft    to  burfting,    and   Hie  would 
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fpeak  the  defpair  of  her  mind  in  fuch  afFedt- 
ing  accents,  as  muft  melt  the  moft  hardened 

and  infenfibie. 

The  effvdt  all  this  had  on  her  friends,  is 
more  eafily  conceived  than  defcribed  ;  and 
they  looked  to  the  developement  of  Henry's 
birth  as  a  lource  from  which  (lie  would  de- 
rive the  grcatcll  joy. 

Mr.  Beaumont  and  Lord  Sandford  [ct  off 
to  Cheltenham,  in  high  expectation  of 
n.aklng  ail  the  difcoveries  they  wiH.ed. — 
K.eynhault  and  his  vvife  they  found  waiting 
their  arrival  at  Giouceder — every  thing  was 
propitious  to  their  wi(h.  Mrs.'  Marchmont 
had  tor  a  lor.g  time  arrived  at  ti.at  fort  of 
unpleafant  rank  i::  fociety,  that  (he  did  not 
know  how  ioqn  (he  migl.t  be  thrown  from 
it,  and  nothing  but  the  agreeablenef^  of  her 
parties  no\v  drew  any  body  to  her ;  for  cer- 
tainly (lie  had  been  indebted  to  the  patrc^nage 
of  Lady  Mary  Wanflow  that  (he  had  of  late 
been  countenarx'ed  at  all.  Vifiters,  therefore, 
to  her  houfe  now  became  an  eiTential  cbjedt, 
E  4  and 
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and  any  acceffion  of  thofe  of  high  rank  or 
fafhion,  never  failed  to  put  her  into  the 
very  bed  ipirits. 

Servants  generally  catch  the  manners, 
cufhoms,  and  ideas  of  thofe  whom  they 
ierve,  fo  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  when  Lord  Sandford  and  Mr.  Beau- 
mont announced  their  names,  they  were 
ufliered  up  by  a  footman,  who,  in  the  higheft 
glee,  opened  the  drawing-room  door,  and 
prancing  in  before  the  honourable  vifiters, 
with  a  look  of  the  utmoft  iatisfadion  at  his 
Lady,  placed  chairs,  which  when  he  had 
done,  he  juft  perceived  Reynhault  and  his 
wife,  who  entering  immediately  after  Mr. 
Beaumont,  followed  clofe  at  his  heels,  un- 
perceived  by  the  footman,  who  looked  afto- 
niQied,and  bowing  to  Reynhault,  begged  him 
to  withdraw,  for  that  his  Lady  was  engaged 
with  comj-any  ;  but  Mr.  Beaumont  called  to 
thc-m  to  come  in,  and  the  footman  difap- 
peared,  much  pcri)lexed  by  a  circumllance 
in  his  opinion  very  extraordinary. 

Oh' 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  Si 

Oh !  for  the  pen  of  Siiakefpear,  or 
pencil  of  Hogarth,  to  convey  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  efFecls  their  prefence  had  on  thefe 
twodiaboHcal  characters  !  Confternation  and 
difl:rad:ion  were  depleted  on  their  counte- 
nances. Mr.  Temple  recoiled  with  fear  at 
the  fight  of  Mr.  Beaumont ;  and  as  Reynhault 
entered  the  lafh,  he  quickly  bolted  the  door 
to  prevent  interruption. 

When  the  quick  eye  of  Mrs.  Marchmont, 
•which  was  employed  at  their  entrance  on 
making  her  efcape,  perceived  this,  Ihe  gave 
herfclf  up  for  loft ;  her  prefence  of  mind 
foriook  her,  and  ihe  funk  down  on  a  chair 
the  perfed  pi6ture  of  defpair.  Tnefe  cir- 
cumftances  convinced  Mr.  Beaumont  and 
Lord  Sandford  thatReynhauIt*s  fuppohtions 
were  well  founded  ;  and  in  a  ftern  voice,  tiie 
former  told  Mrs.  Marchmont  be  ca.ne  in  the 
name  of  Lady  Amelia  Marchmont  to  de* 
niand  her  fon,  the  lawful  heir  to  the  Belmore 
title  and  eftates. 

E  S  Pale, 
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Pale,  dejedled,  and  confounded,  Qie  was 
totally  unable  to  articulate;  and  giving  a 
deep  groan,  (lie  fell  back  in  her  chair. — 
Temple,  willing  to  lake  advantage  of  the 
ccnfufion  this  occafioned,  was  moving  ta 
the  door,  and  had  juft  gained  the  lock  when 
Lord  Sandford  caught  him  by  the  collar. 

"  Hold,  villain !''  faid  he  ,  "  you  are  not 
to  get  off  thus." 

Terrified  at  the  manly  ftrength  with  which 
his  Lordfiiip  held  him,  he  uiade  no  effort 
to  difengage  himfelf;  and  Reynhault  being 
placed  as  guard  at  the  door  to  prevent  a 
fecond  attempt  to-  efcape,  and  his  wife 
being  fo  fortunate  as  to  recover  her  dear 
iTiend,  Mrs.  Marchmont,  from  her  fainting 
fit,  Mr.  Beaumont  in  a  ftern  voice  again 
demanded  her  anfvver  to  the  queftion  he  had 
before  put  to  her.  She  faltered,  hefitated, 
and  faid  flie  did  not  know. — He  then  ad- 
dreffed  Madame  Reynhault,  and  defired  her 
V  to  inform  him,  in  the  prefence  of  that  lady 

and 
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and  gentleman,  pointing  to  Mrs.  March- 
mont  and  Mr.  Temple,  all  fhe  knew  of  the 
affair,  and  of  which,  before  a  magiftrate,  ihe 
would  be  ready  to  make  oath. 

Madame  gave  a  very  clear  and  accurate 
account ;  fne  was  a  woman  of  very  quick 
parts  and  keen  fenfe,  and  gave  her  evidence 
v/ith  much  precilion,  Mr.  Beaumont  then 
aiked  what  became  of  the  boy  at  the  time 
Mrs.  Norton  died  ;  and  the  name  of  the 
Clergyman  in  whofe  care  fne  had  placed  him, 
with  the  regular  account  of  his  deadi  and 
place  of  burial. 

Mrs.  Marchmont  was  filent,  nor  could  he 
prevail  on  her  to  anfwec.  He  then  told  her 
that  as  there  was  fufiicient  proof  that  this 
child  did  exift  many  years  aitcr  fhe  had  re- 
ported him  dead,  and  that  the  affair  was 
very  ierious,  he  would  recommend  it  to  her 
and  Mr.  Temple  to  make  a  full  conteffion, 
when  they  would  receive  that  mercy  which 
their  complicated  crimes  would  be  found 
E  6  undeferving 
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undeferving  of  when  they  fliould  be  given 
up  to  juftice. 

A  deadly  palenefs  fpread  itfelf  over  the 
faces  of  both  ;  they  looked  at  each  other, 
and  contir^ued  ftili  filent. 

"  The  {on  of  Lady  Amelia  has  powerful 
friends,"  Mr.  Beaumont  proceeded,  '^  who 
will  fupport  him  ;  he  is  a  man  of  the  nobleft 
principles  and  greateft  humanity ;  you  had 
better  throw  yourfelves  on  his  mercy,  than 
brave  his  power  and  that  of  his  friends. — I 
Ihall  give  you  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  con- 
fider  of  it ;  and  when  that  time  (liall  expire, 
if  you  do  not  think  proper  to  take  my  ad- 
Vice,  I  fhall  adopt  thofe  meafures  that  may 
not  prove  fo  agreeable  to  you.'* 

He  then  took  out  his  watch,  held  it  in 
his  hand,  and  a  total  filence  enfued.  When 
the  allotted  time  expired,  he  put  up  his 
watch,  and  taking  his  hat  and  cane,  that  lay- 
on  a  chair  by  him,  he  arofe. 

''  My 
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«  My  dear  Lord,"  faid  he,  addrefTing 
Lord  Sandford,  "  you  will  hold  theie  peo- 
ple in  cuftody  until  I  return." 

He  moved  to  the  door,  and  jult  as  he 
was  opening  it,  Mrs.  Marchmoiit  called  to 
him  to  Hop,  and  flie  would  confefs  all. — 
She  then  threw  herielf  on  her  knees,  and,  in 
all  the  frantic  agony  of  real  fuffering,  (lie 
implored  his  mercy.  This  he  promifed,  pro- 
vided Qie  aded  with  candour  j  and,  on  her 
agreeing  to  do  fo,  fhe  made  a  full  confefTion, 
acknowledged  that  the  prefent  Lord  was  not 
the  fon  of  Captain  Marclimont,  but  Mr. 
Temple  ;  and  fo  fully  explained  her  leaving 
Lady  Amelia's  fon,  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  at  the  door  of  a  cottage  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ankerwick  Caftle,  with 
tliC  view  of  his  being  carried  to  the  late 
Lord  Middleton's  charitable  receptacle  for 
all  that  were  helplefs  of  every  age,  where  fhe 
was  certain  he  would  be  taken  care  of,  and 
provided  for  9  and,  as  (lie  had  no  accom- 
plice 
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plice  or  witnefs,  (he  thought  it  never  could 
be  difcovered. 

^'  But  the  ways  of  Providence  are  in- 
fcrutable,"  taid  fne  ;  ''  and  Oh  !  may  1  be 
forgiven  for  all  my  pad  errors  T* 

Mr.  Beaumont  had  provided  proper  peo- 
ple to  take  down  the  confeiTion  of  Mrs. 
Marchmont ;— they  were  called,  and  the  in- 
formation fo  mmch  vviQied  for,  they  received 
properly  authenticated,  witnefled,  &c.  &c. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP.  V, 


T" 


ILLATED  in  the  higheft ^degree  by  this 
confirmation  of  all  they  defired,  they  quiited 
the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Marchmont,  and  paiTed 
an  extremely  pleafant  day  with  Mr.  Bentley 
and  Lady  Ann,  v\  ho  participated  in  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  fortunate  dilcovery,  fo  much 
for  the  benefit  of  a  character  fo  highly 
efleemcd  as  Henry. 

"  Pray,'*  faid  Mr.  Bentley,  "  who  is  the 
foreign  Nobleman  that  Lady  Amelia  mar- 
ried ? — I  never  heard,  nor  have  you  men- 
tioned.'' 

"  How    could    this    circumltance    have 

efcaped  me  !"  faid  Mr,  Beaumont  3  and  he 

5  imme- 
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immediately  returned  to  the  houfe  of  Mrs. 
March mont  to  enquire. 

The  fright  that  lady  had  been  thrown  into, 
together  with  the  corrofive  retrofpeclion  of 
a  life  filled  with  evil  deeds,  caufed  fo  much 
horror  that  Qie  became- extremely  ill;  and 
the  worthy  Mr.  Temple,  when  he  faw  thofe 
he  fo  much  dreaded  had  quitted  the  houfe, 
turned  like  a  fury  on  Mrs.  Marchmont,  re- 
gardlcfs  of  the  fad  fiate  to  which  Ihe  was 
reduced. 
« 

«'  Now,  Madam,"  faid  he,  ''  the  time  is 
arrived  I  long  ago  foretold  would  come ; 
and  you  have  the  comfortable  fatisfadlion  of 
congratulating  yourfelf  on  the  amiable  (weet- 
nefs  of  your  temper. — How,'*  faid  he, 
"  could  I  have  expeded  better,  from  an  at- 
tachment to  a  vile  devil  who  would  have 
adminiftered  a  dofe  of  poifon  to  the  huf- 
band  of  her  affections,  to  make  room  for  the 
enjoyment  of  an  illicit  amour  ! — Vile  devil  1 
— Wretch  !'*  continued  he,  "  go  and  account 

for 
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for  all  tlie  Turns  which  you  have  fquandered 
out  of  the  Belmore  eftate,  on  your  para- 
mour Rofs. — Go,"  faid  he,  again  dafliing 
her  againft  the  wall,  '^  go  and  ftarve  with 
that  d d  baftard  you  made  a  Lord  of/* 

He  ihut  the  door  with  violence,  haf- 
tened  to  his  lodgings,  paid  off  all  his  bills, 
got  into  his  carriage,  and  travelled  all  night ; 
nor  did  he  flop  to  take  any  refrelhment 
until  he  arrived  at  his  own  houfe  in  London  : 
he  then  went  to  bed,  and  ordered  to  be  called 
in  two  hours.  The  moment  he  was  rilen 
and  dreffed,  he  went  to  his  Uanker's,  and  in 
two  days,  with  all  his  wealth,  embarked  for 
Havre;  determined  never  more  to  behold 
Mrs.  Marchmo.it,  his  Ion  the  Earl  of  Bel- 
more,  or  any  branch  of  the  Middleton  fa- 
mily, if  he  could  poffibly  avoid  it. 

The  guilty  and  wretched  Mrs.  March- 
mont  had  received  a  very  violent  contufioa 
on  her  head,  by  its  coming,  w^ith  all  the 
force  Temple  was  malkr  of,  againft  a  fharp 

angle 
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angle  of  a  wainfcot  pannel ;  and  (lie  was 
cairled  by  her  lervants  to  bed,  alurgeon  lent 
for,  and  juft  a>  her  head  had  been  drelied, 
and  (he  was  a^^ain  fettled,  Mr.  Beaumont 
arrived ;  (he  was  theretore  obhged  to  have 
him  told  that  (he  was  too  ill  to  gj  down 
ftairs,  but  that,  if  his  bufinefs  would  not 
admit  of  delay,  (he  would  (ee  him  in  her 
bed  room.  He  accordingly  followed  the 
meffenger,  and  on  making  the  enquiry,  Mrs, 
Marchmont  'mmcdiately  informed  him  that 
L-idy  Amelia  Marchmont  had  married  the 
only  Ton  of  Prince  De  Valazce,  one  of  the 
greatefh  families  in  Florence,  and  immenfely 
rich. 

"  Prince  Dc  Vahzee,  of  Florence,"  re- 
echoed Mr.  Beaumont ;  **  are  you  lure  what 
you  tell  me  is  true  r" 

"  I  am  certain ,  of  it,"  replied  Mrs. 
Marchmont. — ''  I  will  give  you  the  letter  I 
received  from  L.idy  Amelia;  and  Ch !" 
faid  file,  deeply  fighing,  "  the  confidence 
you'  will  find  fhe  placed   in  me,  I  have  ill 

rewarded  5 
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rewarded  ; — I  alone  have  been  poiTeiTed  pf 
the  fecret  of  their  retreat,  which  that  letter 
will  inform  you  of.'* 

Mr.  Beaumont  withdrew  w^ith  the  letter, 
and  quitted  a  woman  whom  he  could  not 
look  on  without  feeling  a  fentiment  of  horror.  " 
He  faw  her  heart  was  blackened  by  every 
vice  that  deform.s  human  nature  ;  and, 
though  miftrefs  of  the  deeped  diifimulation, 
all  her  arts  failed  her  at  ih^  hour  of  trial. 

Ah  !  how  hideous  is  vice  I  Gradually  was 
this  vile  woman  going  on  from  early  inhncy 
from  bad  to  worfe  -,  unbounded  in  -her  paf- 
fions,  file  took  the  reins,  and  dr.ove  from  one 
fcene  of  iniquity  to  another,  until  her  career 
was  (lopped  by  her  atrocious  crimes  coming, 
in  all  the  dark  colouring  of  wickednefs,  to 
light. 

When  Mr.  Beaumont  read  Lady  Amelia's 
letter  to  this  fiend,  he  was  aftoniihed  there 
could  fuch  a  charader  as  Mrs.  Marchmont 

exifl ; 
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exift ;  every  line  (poke  the  maternal  heart 
torn  by  afflidion  at  the  lofs  of  Its  tender 
offspring,  and,  In  the  warmeft  accents,  pour- 
ing out  her  gratitude  for  her  care  and  af- 
fection to  her  lufferino;  ang-el  fon.  She  re- 
prefented  the  anguIQi  of  her  adored  De  — - 
in  all  the  foft  colouring  of  refined  mifery ; 
and  fuch  was  the  power  of  her  eloquence, 
that  the  reprefentation  of  their  feelings 
brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of  the  amiable 
Beaumont.  What  language  can  paint  the 
delight  he  felt  that  Henry,  the  worthy,  the 
excellent  Henry,  (hould  prove  the  fon  of 
Selicia  De 's  brother  ! 

Reader,   look  back,  and  thou  wilt  find 

that   interefling   hiftory. — Yes,  De ,  if 

you  and  Lady  Amelia  live — if  Heaven  fhall 
fp:ire  your  noble  Ion  froiii  the  dangers  of 
war,  you  will  find  him  all  you  vviih — pof- 
fefled  of  every  manly  grace  and  mental  en- 
dowment.— Yes,  yes,  you  are  blcffed  with 
a  fon,  who  will  juftify  the  moil  languine 
hopes  of  the  fondeft  parent. 

On 
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On    their   return    to    Ankerwick   Caftle, 

Mademoifelle  M was  made  acquainted 

x\'ith  all  that  hiftory  the  rea«ier  has  been 
already  informed  of.  Defcriptive  repetitions 
may,  to  an  author,  ferve  two  purpofes  : 
that  of  increafing  the  fize  of  his  work,  and 
gratifying  his  own  vanity ;  but  as  we  do  not 
conceive  it  would  tend  to  elucidate  our  fub- 
jed,  we  have  taken  the  libercy  to  abridge, 
as  much  as  pofTible,  confident  with  the 
ftory.  We  could  certainly,  if  we  pleafed, 
fill  a  dozen  pages  with  the  amiable  and  ac- 

compliihed  Mademoifelle  M 's  different 

emotions  on  the  knowledge  of  this  happy 
developement  ;  but  we  confider  it  fufficient 
to  fay,  that  the  delight  it  brought  was  pure 
— fhe  felt  the  full  joy  it  would  bring  to 
the  heart  of  Henry ;  and  her  lovely  eyes 
filled  with  tears  when  flie  thought  how  long, 
hovv'  very  long  it  might  be  ere  he  could  learn 
thefe  happy  tidings  ;  it  therefore,  on  this 
principle,  added  to  the  terrors  llie  felt  for 
his  danger  and  abfence. 

Lady 
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Lady  MiJdleton  received  the  informitiori 
of  Henry's  confanguinity  to  the  beloved 
wlfd  of  her  dear  laPxiented  father  with  the 
greatcft  tranTport  ;  and  (lie  mentioned  to 
Mr.  Beaumont  that  fhe  had  always  felt  for 
Hen'y  that  kind  ofaffcdion  (he  never  could 
account  for ;  he  was  drawn  to  her  by  a  kind 
of  tie  Ihe  would  have  been  miferable  to 
think  (hould  ever  be  broken. 

"  I  feel,"  faid  flie,  "  every  praife  be- 
fiowed  on  him,  as  I  (hould  have  felt  had  he 
been  my  own  fon.  From  the  moment  I 
faw  him  exercifing  his  wooden  gun  at  the 
fchooi  houfe  door,  1  felt  an  affedlion  for 
him,  which  his  many  perfections  have  in- 
creafed  ;  and  what  kibliine  happinefs  do  I 
now  (cd,  from  having  afforded  him  thofe 
advantages,  without  v/hich,  a  charader  great 
in  every  point  muft  have  been  obicured  in 
the  (liade.  The  abundant  care  the  worthy- 
Mr.  Selvv^in  took  of  his  education,  has 
brought  out  all  his  innate  perfcdions ;  they 

,    fliine 
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nVme  no-AT  in  full  fplendoar,  and  form  a  cha- 
racter equal  to  his  noble  father.*' 

Mr.  Beaumont  and  his  Gertrude  vifited 
the  fecret  apartments,  and  in  the  contem- 
plativ}n  of  the  beauties  and  virtues  of  Seiicia 
De  Valazee,  they  palled  o:e  of  thefe  morn- 
ings known  only  to  thole  polielTed  ot  the 
refinement  of  thefe  worthy  and  noble  per- 
fonages,  who,  enjoying  wealth  f.nd  power, 
lived  in  a  pn-'grelTive  continuation  of  bene- 
volence, wipiag  away  the  tear  of  woe,  and 
ad  niniflering  to  the  unhappy  coniolaticn  and 
alTiilance. 

When  Dr.  Hill  gave  the  joyful  opinion 
that  the  perfed  recovery  of  Lady  Miidieton 
made  a  voyage  to  Lifbon  uiineceiiary,  the 
voice  of  gladiicfs  re-echoed  all  arouiid  the 
Caftle — not  a  face  that  did  not  wear  the 
animated -delight  they  felt  at  their  hearts,; 

even  Mademoifelle  M forgot   her  own 

forrow  in  the  happinels  or  thinking  there 

was 
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was  not  even  the  remoteft  doubt   of  Lady 
Middleton's  reftoration  to  health. 


The  arrival  of  the  Somerton  family,  Vv'ith 
the  doubtful  flate  they  all  appeared  to  be  in, 
and  the  languor  of  illnefs  that  too  evidently 
fhewed  itfelf  on  the  countenance  of  Lady 
Matilda,  changed  for  a  (hort  time  the  flufh 
of  joy  that  reigned  at  the  Caftle.  Mr.  Beau- 
mont, therefore,  haftened  to  inform  them 
of  the  hiftory  of  Lord  Melville's  misfor- 
tunes, with  the  hope  of  clearing  away  the 
heavy  clouds  that  had  for  fo  long  a  time 
hung  over  thatHoufe ;  and  though  they  con- 
iidered  Lord  Melville  as  faulty,  yet  they 
attributed  thefe  faults  more  to  youth,  rather 
-  than  to  his  heart  or  principles.  The  Duke 
condemned  all  early  engagements  as  a  never- 
failing  fource  of  mifery  ;  and  had  the  late 
Lord  Melville,  a  man  whom  all  the  world 
allowed  to  pofiefs  the  mod  refined  fenfe  and 
underftanding,  brought  his  fon  and  Mifs 
Walfingham  together  at  a  later  period  of 

life, 
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lite,  it  is  more  than  probable  his  wifhes  had 
been  fecured. 

Lady  Matilda  wept  and  grieved  over  tlie 
fad  misfortunes  of  Mifs  WaUlngham  ;  every 
heart  acknowledged  the  noble  delicacy  fli3 
had  flievvn  in  every  aclion.  They  talked  over 
the  perfeclions  of  this  fubUme  departed 
ipint,  and  blamed  and  praiied  Melville  by 
turns,  in  whofe  favour  Mr.  Beaumont  ex- 
erted every  argument ; — and  the  power  of  his 
eloquence,  joined  to  a  great  prepofleflion, 
worked  fo  flronglyfor  him,  that  Mr.  Beau- 
mont very  Ihorrly  wrote  fuch  a  letter  as  was 
balm  to  a  heart  long  ha  raffed  by  the  mod 
afflicting  feelings  ;  and  a  few  days  brought 
his  Lordfhip  to  the  feet  of  Lady  Matilda, 
after  an  abfence  of  nearly  tvv^o  years, 

Mr.  Beaumont  had  lent  to  Florence,  to 
make  inflant  enquiry  for  the  Prince  De 
Valazee,  with  a  full  detail  of  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  concerning  his  Ion  ;  and  an  an- 
Uver  was  now  every  day  expected  with  the 

VOL.  IV,  F  utmoft 
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utmofi  impatience.  There  were  letters  fent 
alfo  to  India,  to  give  the  joyful  and  necef- 
fary  information  to  Henry  ;  but  Kenry  was 
advancing  by  flow  degrees  to  Europe,  and 
while  thefe  letters  were  on  their  w^ay,  he  ar-" 
rived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  hot  regions  of  India  did  not  agree  {o 
viqW  with  him  as  with  the  Marquis  -,  his 
health  was  rather  impaired,  and  he  grew 
daily  worfe  on  the  paiTage  :  and  when  he  ar- 
rived at  the  Gape,  he  felt  himfelf  extremely 
ill,  and  the  dread  of  not  being  able  to  fail 
when  the  fleet  put  again  to  Tea,  retarded 
his  recovery.  However,  beyond  his  expec- 
tation, or  that  of  his  faithful  fervant,  after 
fome  weeks  he  (hewed  figns  of  returning 
health,  and  in  much  better  fpirits  than  he 
had  enjoyed  lince  his  parting  with  Lord 
Lovefdale,  he  again  put  to  fea. 

We  now  beg  leave  to  return  to  Chelten- 
kam,  where  we  find  Mrs.  Marchmoiit^  after 
fome  days,  in  all  the  agonies  of  a  raging  fever, 

the 
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the  wound  in  her  head  excruciating,  ar.d 
every  appearance  of  a  fpeedy  dilTolutlon. — 
When  Lady  Mary  Wanflow  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumftances  of  her  un- 
fortunate fituation,  fhe  fhuddered. 

"  Vile  woman!'*  exclaimed  Cn^,  on  feein^ 
Rofs,  "  what  a  viper  have  I  (o  long  taken  to 
my  bofom,  to  inipofe  thus  upon  me ! — What 
a  cheat ! — what  an  impoftor  ! — What  horrid 
fcenes  of  iniquity  were  pradtifsd  on  the 
world  by  that  deteftabie  w^oman,  and.  her 
vile  aflbciate,  Temple  ; — but  he  is  gone  o.T. 
What  a  pufilianimous  villain  I"  Concluding 
Rofs  was  already  acquainted  with  the  caufe 
of  all  this  abufe,  who  had  butjufl:  returned 
from  an  excurlion  of  fome  days  into  the 
country,  (ht  ran  on  in  the  mcft  violent  in- 
vective againft  a  woman,  who,  but  juft  now, 
had  been  her  moil  beloved  friend,  and  her 
accoLiipiice  in  many  acts  which  would  not 
bear  the  light, 

"   Who— what  r"  faid  Rofs,  'M  do  not 

know  who  you  are  Ipeaking  of. — Mr.  Temple 

F  2  gone 
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gone  off — pufillanimous  vilhin — dear  Ladf 
Mary,  explain;  I  am  in  total  ignorance  of 
your  meaning,  or  what  it  can  poilibly  lead 
to!" 

"  Why,''  faid  flie,  "  have  you  not  beard 
what  all  the  world  knows,  that  Mrs.  March- 
mont  deferves  to  be  hanged — nay,  burnt 
.alive,  for  fuch  complicated  fcenes  of  vvicked- 
neis  as  are  almofl  incomprehenfible." 

Rofs  turned  pale. — *'  Good  God  !'*  laid 
he. 

"  Yes,  yes,'*  faid  Lady  Mary,  *'  yo^u  may 
well  ftare — fhe  murdered  the  fon  of  Captain 
March mont,  her  hufband,  to  make  way  for 
her  illegitimate  fon  by  the  magnanimous 
Temple,  to  the  title  and  eftate  of  Belmore. 
Lady  Amelia  Marchmont  too,  her  co^jfin, 
who  privately  married  a  foreign  Nobleman, 
fent  a  fon  of  that  marriage  to  England,  to 
her  care,  along  with  large  fums  of  money 
for  his  education  and  maintenance;  all 
which  fums  iht  mofl  providently  converted 

to 
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to  her  own  ufe,  put  the  poor  child  into  Lady 
Middleton's  charity-fchool  at  Ankerwick 
Caftle,  and  informed  Lady  Amelia  he  was 
dead  ;  but,  by  the  greateft  accident,  Lady 
Middleton  adopted  him,  and  Henry,  the 
charity-boy,  turns  out  to  be  heir  to  the 
Belmore  title  and  eftates,  to  the  great  di£- 
comfiture  of  the  prefent  noble  Earl,  who 
becomes  a  beggar,  and  of  courfe  no  longer 
the  darhng  of  his  wicked  morher.  All  this,*' 
continued  Lady  Mary,  "  I  had  from  Lady 

Prifcilla  M ,  who  came  to Yee  me  juft  as 

I  was  going  to  Mrs.  Marchmont's,  to  take 
her  out  in  the  coach  ;  fo  that  every  word^ 
you  may  depend  upon  it,  is  literally  true." 

"  Did  you  not  hear  it  from  Mrs.  March- 
mont  herfelf  ?"  aiked  Rofs,  who  was  in  a 
violent  tremor  and  agitation  from  the  dread- 
ful tale  juft  recited. 

"  I  hear  it  from  Mrs.  Marchmont  1"  re- 
echoed Lady  Mary,  getting  up  from  her 
chair,  and  walking  about  the  room  like  a 
fury  ;  "  I  hear  it  from  herfelf !— Pray,  Sir,"* 
faid  fhe,  her  lips  quivering,  her  eyes  flalhing 
F  3  fire. 
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fire,  and  her  whole  fraaie  diftorted  with  pa{- 
fion,  "  who  do  you  take  me  .for,  to  fuppofe 
I  could  afTociate  with  fuch  a  creature — a 
vile,  horrid,  abominable,  wicked  wretch  ! — 
No,  no,  Lady  Mary  Wanilow  keeps  no  fuch 
company ;  and  if  you,  Rofs,  once  vifit 
her,  n^ver  expect  to  be  feen  within  my  doors 
a2;ain." 

Rofs  now  did  all  he  could  to  moderate 
her  palTion,  and  fabmiflively  begged  (he 
would  tell  him  all  (he  knew  of  Mr.  Temple. 

*'  Temple,"  faid  Lady  Mary,  "  why  all 
I  know  cf  him  is,  that  he  is  gone  off,  by  I  he 
way  of  Havre,  to  France,  as  we  learn  from 
a  letter  Sir  William  received  from  him  ;  to 
be  cut  of  the  way,  I  fuppofe,  when  the  iiiues 
and  profits  oF  the  Belmore  eftate  are  to  be 
accounted  for.'* 

«'  And  has  he  left  the  wretched  Mrs. 
.Marchm.ont  to  brave  the  ilorm  alone  ?"  faid 
Rofs,  a  deep  colour  mounting  to  his  eyes. 

^'No,'* 
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<=  No,"  faid Lady  Mary,  fneeringly,  "he 
has  left  you  to  footh  and  take  care  of  her." 
As  fhe  faid  this,  flae  darted  a  look  of  coa- 
tempt  SL  him,  and  quitted  the  room. 

The  mind  of  P.ofs  now  became  in  a  very 
perturbed  fiate  j  he  was  ri^v,  extravagant, 
and  a  libertine  -,  but  he  was  brave  and  ge- 
nerous, and  his  (oul  recoiled  at  the  daftardiy 
fpirit  of  Temple.  He  refoived  to  brave 
Lady  Mary's  rage  and  dilaifeclion,  rather 
than  deprive  himfelf  of  the  happinefs  of  af- 
fording the  miferable,  foriaken  Airs.  M.uch- 
mont  all  the  comfort  in  his  power  j  he 
therefore  took  his  hat,  and  rapped  at  Mrs. 
Marchmont's  door;  when  he  afked  the  foot- 
man for  his  lady. 

"  Alas  1  Sir,"  faid  the  man,  "  my  lady 
is  iil  a- bed,  and  I  am  lure  Ihe  cannot  fee 
you; — fhe  has  received  a  (hocking  wound 
in  her  head." 

*'  Wound  in  her  head,"  repeated  Rofs, 
"  how  did  (he  get  a  wound  in  her  head  ?*' 

F  4  «  Hulhr' 
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"  Hudi!"  faid  the  man;  "if  you  will 
pleafe  to  ilep  into  the  parlour  here,  I  will 
tell  you  all  I  know  about  it/' 

Mr.  Rofs  followed  him,  and  fat  down, 
breathiefs  with  furprife. 

"  You  muft  know.  Sir,"  continued  he, 
**  that  when  Lord  Sandford  and  Mr.  Beau- 
mont, with  the  confeiflioner  and  his  wife, 
left  this,  aftdr  opening  the  ftreet-door  for 
them,  I  was  going  up  flairs  with  a  card  of  invi- 
tation to  dinner  from  Lady  Prifcilla  M 's. 

Jufh  as  I  cam.e  to  the  door,  I  heard  Mr. 
Temple  Icolding  at  my  lady,  and  faying  a 
great  many  Ihocking  things  -,  at  laft  he  (Iruck 
her,  threw  her  againfh  the  wainfcot,  and  cut 
her  head  dreadfully  -,  he  then  opened  the 
door,  rulhed  by  me,  and  quitted  the  houfe. 
I  immediately  rang  the  bell  violently,  and 
Mrs,  Betty  came  up.  1  had  taken  m*y  poor 
lady  in  my  arms,  and  fays  I — '  Mrs.  Betty,- 
Mr.  Temple  has  killed  my  lady — I  will  take 
my  oath  of  it.*— ^  Yes,'  faid  Mrs.   Betty, 

'  he 
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*  he  pafled  by  me  in  a  great  hurry,  and  never 
once  looked  at  me — indeed,  indeed,  my  poor 
lady  1 — Run  for  a  furgeon  !' — I  ran  off  for  a 
furgeon  -,  and  jufl  as  the  wound  was  drelTed, 
and  fhe  again  fettled,  Mr.  Beaumont  re- 
turned, and  was  (hewn  up  to  my  lady's 
room  :  for  his  bufinefs  has  made  a  great 
noife  ;  and  Mr.  Temple  is  gone  off,  and 
there  is  a  great  ado.  But  my  mind  mifgives 
me  that  my  lady  won't  hold  out  long  ;  how- 
ever, let  her  be  what  fhe  will,  llie  has  been 
as  good  amiftrefs  as  any  in  England. — They 
fay  that  my  young  Lord  is  no  Lord  at  all^ 
and  that  he  is  a  baftard,  and  an  ufurper, 
and  I  don't  know  what  -,  and  that  l>e  is  a 
beggar,  and  (o  is  my  lady ; — but  fhe  has 
been  kind  to  m.e,  and  while  (he  wants  a  fer- 
vant,  I  will  never  leave  her,  be  fhe  ever 
fuch  a  beggar.'' 

"  Thou  art  an  honed  fellow,  I  believe," 
faid  Rofs,  "  and  here  is  a  guinea  for  you  ^ 
go  and  learn  if  I  can  fee  your  lady." 

F  5  The 
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i  The.  man  went  off,  and  foon  returned, 
■faying  his  lady  had  jufl:  faUcn  into  a  doze, 
and  could  not  be  didurbed. 


"  Don't  fpeak  of  it.  Sir,"  faid  he,  with 
:alovv  bow  ;  "  but  I  thought  it  very  unkind 
of  Lady  Mary  Wanflow,  who  ufed  to  be  fo 
fond  of  my  lady. — As  foon  as  we  recovered 
ourfelves  a  little  from  the  fright  and  furprife, 
I  told  Mis.  Betty—'  You  know,'  faid  T, 
'  Mrs.  Betty,  we  are  but  fervants,  and  I 
-think  it  would  be  very  right  to  go  to  Lady 
Mary  Wanflow,  and  acquaint  her  of  the  fid 
fituation  our  poor  lady  is  in  ;— befides,  if  we 
.do  not,  Lady  Mary  may  be  difpleafed  ;  for 
you  know,  in  a  manner,  Qie  is  like  my  lady's 
own  filler,  they  be  fo  fond.' — Mrs.  Betty 
approved  very  much  of  my  notion,  and  I  im- 
mediately went  off  to  Lady  Mary.  I  en- 
quired for  Mr.  Chignon,  and  told  him  of 
the  ftate  my  lady  was  in,  and  requefled  him 
to  inform  Lady  Mary  of  it  directly;  he 
Ih rugged  his  fhoulders,  and  left  me. — A  long 
time  paifed  without    his   appearing,  and   T 

waited 
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waited  very  impatiently,  as  T  did  not  know, 
but  my  prefence  might  be  wanted  at  home. 
At  lad  he  came  down  llairs,  and  runnings  to 
me — '  Oh  dear  !'  faid  he,  '  I  forgot  quite^ 
but  Lidy  Mary  defired  me  to  te'l  jou  Qie 
knew  no  fach  perfon  as  Mrs.  March rnont.* 
— Struck  dumb  at  what  I  heard,  I  railed  my 
eyes  to  alk  him  agrin  to  repeat  what  he  had 
faid,  but  I  found  him  gone  j  and  looking 
round  the  hall,  and  feeing  nobody,  J  thought 
L  was  no  place  for  me,  lo  I  walked  home. 
When  I  came  in,  I  enquired  of  Mrs.  Betty 
how  my  lady  did  ;  fne  anfwered  very  poorly, 
and  that  (he  thought  we.  ought  to  fend  for 
a  phyftcian. — '  We  muft  take  care  of  her 
Gurfelves,.  Mrs.  Betty,'  laid  I,  *•  f jr  every 
body  now  in  her  trouble  forfakes  her.' — •".Al^.i* 
faid  Mrs.  Betty,  '  it  i3  the  w^ay  of  the  worid.* 
— I  fetched  a  phy(ician,"  continued  the 
footman,  "  and  thefefour  days  hie  iias  been 
in  a  high  fever  •  the  wouna  continue^  .e;y 
painful,  and  the  iurgeon  loid  .ne,  jult  n^v-,. 
it  was  very  bad  indeed.'* 


F  6 
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Mr.  Rofs  now  told  the  footman  to  come 
to  him  when  his  lady  awoke,  and  that  he  would 
remain  at  home  until   he  either  heard  from 
or  faw  him  ;  he  then  hh  the  houfe — that 
houfe  abandoned    and    forlorn,  fo  late  the 
noify  fcene  of  mirth  and  gaiety;  he  (liut 
himfelf  up  in  his  room,  and  began,  perhaps 
for  the  firft  time  in  his  life,  calmly  to  refleift 
on  the  paft,  the  prefent,  and  future.     He 
was  ignorant    of    any   connection  between 
Temple   and   Mrs.  Marchmont,  and,  with 
the  reft  of  the  world,  confidered  the  prefent 
Lord  fon  of  Captain  Frederic  Marchmont, 
her  hufband,  and  the  real  heir  to  the  Bel- 
more  title  and  eftate.    He  knew  Mrs.  March- 
mont was  frail,  but  he  knew   many  other 
ladies,  very  highly  refpeded  and  regarded  by 
the  multitude,  as  much  fo ;  and  he  there- 
fore claffed  her  with  Lady  Mary  Wanflow, 
and  a  hundred  other  Lady  Bab's,  and  Lady 
Helenas,  with  a  long  train  of  &c.  &c.  and 
of  courfe  refpeded  her  charader  as  much  as 
many  of  thofe  of  the  higheft  fafhion.     But 
when   thofe   atrocious  crimes    of   murder, 

fraud, 
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fraud,  ufurpation,  and  everything  that  hu- 
manity fliudders  at,  came  in  queftion,  he 
felt  as  awakened  from  a  dream,  and  began 
to  feel  that  a  perfon  guilty  of  fuch  compli- 
cated vices,  was  really  a  charadler  not  public- 
ly to  be  countenanced ;  and  therefore,  though 
he  condemned  Lady  Mary  for  not  privately 
confoling  the  perlon  whom  once  (lie  called 
friend,  yet  he  thought  Hie  might  have  pro- 
per reafons  for  appearing  to  drop  her  ac- 
quaintance. He  therefore  reiblved  to  com- 
fort and  afTifl:  the  unfortunate  woman,  but 
to  do  it  privately,  to  prevent  her  from  feel- 
ing herfelf  entirely  fnendlefs ;  and  that  if 
flie  was  reduced  to  poverty,  he  would  (hare 
wath  her  while  he  had  any  means  of  doino" 


fo. 


Thomas,  the  footman,  came  to  inform 
him  that  Mrs.  Marchmont  was  too  ill  to  fee 
him,  and  he  feemed  to  think  (he  would  not 
live.  Mr.  Rois  defired  (he  would  have 
the  beft  medical  advice,  and  enquired  whc- 
3  ther 
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ther  there  was  money  to  defray  the  expence. 
Thomas  laid,  yes;  for,  on  his  lady  finding 
herfelf  deferred  by  Lady  Mary  Wanilow, 
flie  told  her  own  maid,  Mrs.  Betty,  in 
his  prefence,  that  in  the  pocket-book  (lie 
then  gave  her,  there  were  Bank  notes  for 
one  huiKJred  and  twenty  pounds ;  and  in  her 
purfe  were  twenty-five  guineas  and  fome 
(liver  ;— fne  faid  (he  had  an  high  opinion  of 
her  honefty,  and  alfo  of  mine,  to  manage  it 
as  well  as  we  cou'd  in  our  care  of  her  during 
her  illnefs  ;  and,  fnould  flie  die,  we  fliould 
find  we  had  been  remembered  by  her  in  her 
will,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  her  banker, 
who  had  been  a  great  friend  of  her  dear 
father's. 

''  Yv^ell,  Thomas,"  faid  Mr.  Rofs,  «« th.ere 
is  money  enough  tor  the  prefent  -,  when  it  is 
out,  I  (hall  fupply  any  that  may  be  want- 
ing, as  Mrs.  Marclimont  has  no  friends  near 
hen"      . 

"  r\iy 
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*'  My  lady  was  very  rlcli,"  fiid  Thomas, 
*'  that  1  have  a  rig-ht  to  know." 

o 

Mr.  Rofs  walked  down  Hairs,  and  Tho- 
mas folio  ved.  There  were  circumftances 
about  Rofs  v'hich  appeared  to  iadicate  hina 
a  man  of  Ivirth  ;  fome  excellent  qualities 
often  Teemed  to  break,  foirh,  as  if  from 
under  the  difguife  of  his  manners,  which 
were  difTolute  and  trii]in2;  ;  his  mind  was 
not  vitiated,  he  loved  truth,  and  there  was 
a  candour  and  opennefs  in  his  v/hole  deport- 
ment, united  with  a  face  and  perfon  (Iriking- 
ly  handfomc,  that  procured  him  the  love  of 
his  affociates,  and  highly  recommended  him 
to  the  notice  of  the  fair. 

Lady  Mary  Wanflow  felt  the  full  force 
of  his  perfonal  perfedlions,  and,  at  the  period 
we  now  bring  our  hiftory  to,  we  iip*d  her  en- 
gaged in  an  affair  of  the  heart ; — that  lieart, 
which  liad  been  hitherto  filled  only  with 
grois  patfion,  now  really  felt  ail  the  torments 

of 
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of  refined  love.  Her  tranfient  flame  for 
Chignon  was  no  more,  and  Chignon  we 
find  fuffering  not  quite  fo  much  from  jealoufy 
as  formerly  ;  for  Rofs  latterly  has  remained 
whole  hours  with  Lady  Mary  without 
Chignon  conceiving  one  pang.  We  cannot 
pretend  to  fay  to  what  caufe  this  was  owing, 
but  certainly  Chignon's  violent  paffion  for 
his  lady  v/as  much  abated,  poffibly  owing  to 
its  violence  in  the  beginning;  as  it  is  a  juft 
obfervation,  that  whatever  is  over  violent 
cannot  be  lading.  When  Sir  William  and 
Mr.  Temple  went  together  to  W^anflow 
Park,  we  find  it  at  the  higheft,  fince  which 
period  we  know  it  has  been  gradually  on  the 
decline  ;  the  whole  family  were  then  in  the 
greateft  fpirits  and  happinefs,  from  the  influx 
of  money  that  has  been  related  ;  and  Sir 
William's  abfence,  fo  a-propos  to  the  lovers^ 
was  no  diminution  of  it. 

Mr.  Rofs,  on  quitting  Thomas,  ftroUed 
in  a  thougi-.ful  mood  to  Lady  Mary  Wan- 

ilow's. 
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ilow*s.  When  he  appeared  before  her,  the 
fcene  was  fomewhat  changed  froin  that  of 
their  lafL  meeting :  in  the  firfl  eifervefcence 
of  paffion  and  indignation,  which  the  diico- 
very  of  his  feehng  for  Mrs.  Marchmont's 
misfortunes  occafioned  her,,  fhe  felt  hatred 
and  contempt  for  him  ;  but  an  abfence  of 
fonie  hours  brought  caLmnefs  to  the  amiable 
and  gentle  Lady  Mary's  rage>  which  had 
now  lubfided  into  love,  and  harmony,  and. 
all  the  fofcnefs  of  the  tender  p^Tion, 


CHAR 
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EAK  nnnds  are  feldom  conflant. — Sir 
Wiliiam  Wanflovv  latterly  becaaie  almoft  as 
fond  of  Rofs  as  he  had  been  of  Temple, 
and  when  you  met  the  Baronet,  you  might 
be  certain  Mr.  Rofs  was  not  far  behind  ; 
poor  Sir  William  was  delighted  that  it  at  laft 
had  been  in  his  power  to,  draw  the  attention 
of  Lady  Mary  to  his  favourite,  for  (lie  had 
the  art  to  periuade  him  (he  thought  Rofs 
unqueilionably  the  ftupidcft  of  all  hun:an 
beings.  It  is  wonderful  how  (ome  women 
lead  their  hufbands;  but  that  the  pofllbility 
of  nv'S  is  every  day  lo  fully  proved  and  uni- 
verfally  acknowledged,  we  fhould  be  apt  to 
wonder  that  any  man  could  facilitate  all  his 

wife's 
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\vife*s  fcliemes  of  infidelity  as  Sir  William 
did  ;  his  growing  partiality  for  Rofs  was  of 
two  or  three  months  ftanding,  but  when  he 
found  that  Teaiple  was  gone  to  France, 
Rofs  becaine  more  neceffary  than  ever  ;  no- 
thing could  recompenfe  his  abfence  for  ever 
fo  (hort  a  time — he  inulled  on  his  difcharging 
his  lodgings,  and  refiding  totally  with  him. 

«  It  will  be  charitable,"  faid  he,  "  to  fill 
up  Temple's  place,  and  fave  us  from  dying 
of  fol it ude  and  ennui,'* 

Rofs  gladly  accepted  the  Baronet's  invi- 
tation, and  the  arrangement  was  beyond' 
what  even  Lady  Mary  herfelf  could  have 
looked  for.  Rofs,  an  inhabitant  of  her 
houfe,  the  intimate  friend  of  her  hufband, 
opportunities  of  being  eternahy  in  private 
with  him,  and  neither  Temple  nor  Mrs. 
Marchmont  to  brealv  in  upon  them — Ye 
Gods !  what  a  fi tuatlon  for  Lady  Mary 
Vv^anflow  ! 


It 
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It  was  now  approaching  that  month  that^ 
in  the  idea  of  Sir  William,  falhion  fandlion- 
ed  for  retirement,  who  kept  up  ftrictly  to  its 
laws,  he  being  one  of  thofe  wKe  heads  who 
are  clearly  of  opinion  that  a  man  may  as 
well  be  out  of  the  world  as  out  of  the 
fafnion.  He  ordered  preparations  to  be 
made  for  departure,  on  a  certain  day,  from. 
Cheltenham  to  Wanflov/  Park^ 

Lady  Mary's  woman  afked  permifTion  to 
go  ten  miles  off,  to  fee  fome  of  her  friends, 
prior  to  her  quitting  that  country,  Gloucef- 
terdiire  being  the  place  of  her  nativity  ^  and 
Sir  William  was  obliged  to  fpend  the  day 
with  a  friend  of  his  before  his  departure. — 
It  ivas  truly  laughable  to  hear  poor  Sir 
William  requefting  P^ofs  to  remain  at  home 
with  Lady  Mary,  as  he  expeded  to  be  out 
late,  and  (he  unfortunately  happened  to  have 
no  engagement  for  that  day.  Rofs  faid  he 
would  do  his  utmofl  to  prevent  Lady  Mary 
from  feeling  too  feverely  the  want  of  either. 

his 
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liis  company  or  amufement.  Sir  William 
kiffed  his  amiable  confort^  and,  with  a  fevv 
itore  injandions  to  Rofs,  Iprung  into  his 
phaeton,  and  drove  towards  the  ieat  of  his 
friend. 

This  was  a  golden  opportunity  for  the 
lovers,  and  they  refolved  not  to  mifs  it  -,  the 
amorous  Rofs  preffed  the  no  iefs  amorous 
Lady  Mary,  and  v/ith  Chignon,  who  had 
dwindled  from  the  lover  to  the  trufty  con- 
fident, placed  as  fentry  on  the  pod  to  give 
notice  in  cafe  of  a  (urprife,  they  retired  into 
Lady  Mary's  dreffing-room.  Long,  how^- 
cver,  they  had  not  enjoyed  this  eagerly 
Vv'ifhed-for  happinefs,  when  they  were  roufed 
by  a  quick  rap  at  the  door;  and  ChignoH 
whifpered  through  the  key-hole,  in  a  great 
fright,  that  Sir  William  w^as  coming  up 
flairs. 

Confternation  and  difmay  now  feized  the 
lovers  3  for  this  room  was  infide  the  drawing- 
room,  and  there  was  no  paflage  by  which  an 

efcape 
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efcape  could  be  cffedled  ;  there  being  but  one 
door  befides  that  which  led  from  the  dravving- 
roorn,  and  that  v/as  into  a  clofet,  the  ke^ 
of  which  Sir  WiUiam  always  kept,  as  there 
were  depoHted  his  money,  fidiing- tackle,  &c. 
To  this  clofet  the  Baronet  was  making  with 
all  fpeed,  and  neither  Rofs  nor  Lady  Mary, 
in  their  confudon,  knew  what  to  do  j  there, 
however,  chanced  to  be  a  large,  old-fafhion- 
ed  fofa,  with  a  prodigious  high  back,  which, 
though  old-fafliioned,  was  of  admirable 
convenience,  when  in  the  noon- tide  heat 
Lady  Mary  ufed  to  retire  in  the  fweet  fo- 
lacing  converfation  of  a  friend,  to  recover 
thefe  fits  of  languor  with  which  fhe  was 
often  fiibjecfl  to  be  opprefled  ; — to  this  fofa, 
therefore,  they  had  recourfe,  to  conceal  from 
the  fight  of  Sir  William  his  ineftimable 
fiend  ;  but  what  was  their  diflrefson  finding 
it  too  low  to  be  crept  under  !  Sir  William's 
fleps  approached. 


"  Here,  here,"  faid  flie,  ''  for  God's  fake 

*'  But 


get  behind  it ! — Gracious  Heaven  ! 


>> 
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''  Bat  3'our  drefs,"  faicl  Rof^  who  at 
lail  was  able  to  fpeak,  "  the  diforder  of  your 
dUefs  will  difclofe  all." 

This  had  never  flruck  her  Ladyfhip  in  her 
fright ;  (he  now  began  to  tear  off  her  cap, 
and  throwing  a  large  wrapping  gown  about 
her  perfon,  (he  was  ready  by  the  time  Sir 
William  rapped  at  the  door :  ihe  had  let  her 
bairfall  overher  face  to  hide  what  ihe  thought 
necelTary,  or  might  wilh  to  conceal  from  her 
beloved  fpoufe. 

Chignon,  when  his  mafter  entered,  was 
carelellly  lolling  at  the  window,  with  his 
apron  on,  and  his  combs  in  his  hand,  as  if 
waicing  to  drefs  his  Lady's  hair. 

"  Well,"  faid  Lady  iMary,  kiding  Sir 
William,  ''  that's  a  good  one  for  coming 
back^— fo  you  will  not  leave  me  to-day  :" 

She  kept  his  back  to  the  fofa,  which  was 
quite  out  from  the  wall,  and  had  a   moil 

unufual 
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unufual  appearance,  and  which,  had  Sir 
William  noticed,  he  need  have  made  no 
further  enquiry,  or  had  the  leafl:  doubt  of 
his  wife's  infidelity ;  but,  unfufpicious,  he 
looked    only    to  approve,  and  told  her  he 

was  d -d  forry  to  diiappoint  her,  but  that 

he  had  only  returned  for  fome  money,  as 
he  had  foundj  when  he  was  more  than  half 
way,  he  had  but  a  few  guineas  in  his  purfe, 
and  that  he  knew  there  would  be  hi^h 
play. 

"  So,'*  faid  he,  "  don't  keep  me,  my 
bed  love,  for  I  fliall  be  monftrcus  late." 

"  JVlonllrous  late  indeed,"  faid  Lady 
Mary  ;  "  do  fend  otF  a  fervant  to  fay  you 
vvere  detained,  and  don't  quit  me  to-day ; 
^ve  fliall  have  dinner  in  an  hour — I  was  juil 
beginning  to  drefs  for  it ;  and  there  are  no 
lefs  than  three  things  you  are  remarkably 
fond  of. — Come,  Vv'illy,  will  you  ftay  with- 
me,  and  never  mind  this  nafly  party  ?" 


Sir 
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Sir  William  prefied  her  hand,  kliTcd  her 
cheek,  and  telling  her  it  was  one  of  the  impof- 
libUitles,  he  proceeded  to  his  clofet.  Lad)/" 
Mary  followed,  and  as  he  returned  through 
the  room  again,  flie  kept  her  face  before  his 
eyes,  entreating  him  to  indulge  her  by  fi:ay« 
ing  at  home  until  (he  got  him  out  of  the 
drefling-room  and  part  of  the  drawing-rooin 
before  ihe  let  him  go;  then  c.illing  loudly 
for  Chignon  to  drefs  her  hair.  Sir  William 
afked  where  Mr.  P^ofs  was,  and  Chignon 
anfwering  he  was  gone  to  ride,  he  once  more 
afcended  the  phaeton,  whiilling  away,  un- 
knowing what  he  fought,  and,  driving  off. 
Lady  Mary  m.ade  the  bcfl  of  her  way  into 
the  dreiSngroom. 

Chignon,  following  after,  popped  in  his 
head  to  fee  what  was  become  of  Rofs  ;  but 
when  he  faw  him  crammed  behind  the  fofa 
in  a  fad  fit  u  at  ion,  perfpiring  from  every  pore, 
he  (hook  his  fides  with  laughter,  till  he 
made  Lady  Mary  laugh  alfo  ;  and  dragging 
Pvofs  from  his  lurking  place — 

VOL.  IV.  c  ^«  Whv 
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"  Wh}'  where  could  mailer's  eyes  be,*' 
faid  he,  "  not  to  fee  all  that  was  to  be  (QQVi. 
here  ?"  and  then  turning  Rofs  about,  he  be- 
gan to  laugh  again.  After  putting  the  fofa 
to  rights,  and  brufhing  fome  of  the  dull:  off 
Rofs's  coat—"  Well,*'  faid  he,  "  the  coaft 
is  clear — now  fhall  I  flay  and  drefs  my  Lady's 
hair  ?"  looking  fignificantly  as  he  Ihut  the 
door. 

This  was  a  day  big  with  the  fate  of  poor 
Sir  William  j  for  he  found  at  his  friend's  a 
large  party,  which  contrived,  before  three 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  to  eafe  him  of 
every  (liilling  he  had  about  him,  and  fome 
thoufands  befides.  When  a  cool  head  and 
reflection  came  with  the  following  day,  it  is 
not  to  be  expeded  that  he  enjoyed  either 
fpirits  or  good  humour  ;  and  when  Lady 
Mary  found  at  breakfaft  fomething  fullen  in 
his  manner,  (lie  ordered  the  coach,  and  afked 
him  if  he  dined  at  home  that  day  ? — He  re- 
plied, yesi  and  ftarting  up,  he  quitted  the 

houfe. 
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houfe.     Rofs  looked  at  Lady  Mary  for  an 
explanation. 

*'  Don't  look  frightened;'  fliid  (lie,  laugh- 
ing, '*  the  poor  fool,  I  fuppofe,  has  loft' 
more  money  than  he  knows  how  to  pay, 
and  a  happy  thought  has  occurred  of  fome 
means  of  raifing  it  ;  fo  he  is  gone  off  to  feek 
his  fortune,  that's  all.  Come  keep  up  your 
fpirits.'* 

Rofs  affured  her  in  her  company  his  fpirits 
were  always  afloat,  and  never  more  than  at 
prefent — that  his  happinefs  was  complete. 

But  we  muft  leave  them  together,  and  re- 
turn to  Sir  William,  who  was  now  in  the 
utmoft  flate  of  dillradion.  He  had  a  debt 
of  honour  to  pay  by  a  certain  day,  and  he 
had  no  means  to  make  up  the  quarter  of  it  ; 
every  (hilling  he  had  to  take  him  out  of  the 
town  of  Cheltenham,  and  there  were  heavy 
bills,  was  loft  the  preceding  night. — Temple 
out  of  England,  Rofs  not  worth  a  guinea — - 
G  2  what 
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Elated  with  this  hope,  his  fpirits  rofe ;  and 
hearing  Lady  Mary  was  in  the  drawing-room> 
he  lightly  tripped  up  Hairs,  and  appeared 
before  her  with  as  much  gaiety  as  flie  had 
ever  obferved  in  his  manner. 

Convinced,  from  the  change  in  his  fpirits, 
that  the  dilemma,  that  had  thrown  luch  a 
gloom  over  his  countenance  in  the  mornings 
was  removed,  the  idea  pafTcd  off',  and  her 
mind  returned  to  the  fubject  which  engaged 
her  attention  at  his  entrance  ;  (o  thinking 
his  company  and  carefles  mod  intolerable, 
file  got  up  to  leave  the  room  alniofl  as  Toon 
as  [iiQ  faw  him  enter  it. 

Sir  WiUiam,  happy  at  finding  her  alone, 
and  anxious  to  realize  his  certainty,  rapid 
in  his  adions  and  fchemes,  and  inconliderate 
of  ihe  means  to  bring  them  to  effect,  gave 
no  time  for  thought,  and  was  incapable  of 
argument.  Without  penetration  or  quick- 
nefs  of  perception,  his  plans  were  ever 
ken  through  by  others,  almofl  before  they 

were 
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were  known  to  himfelf  ^  and  when  he  called 
to  Lady  Mary  not  to  leave  him,  fhe  threw 
herfelf  into  a  chair,  out  of  temper  at  his 
intrufion,  with — 

«  Well,  Sir  William,  what  now  ?" 

Re2;ardlefs  of  her  evident  unwillin^nefs 
-to  be  detained,  and  the  unpropitious  difpo- 
fition  he  found  her  in,  he  abruptly  difclofed 
his  fituation,  and  begged  fhe  would  oblige 
him  with  the  neceiTary  fupply,  which  fhe 
fhould  be  immediately  repaid.  The  fud- 
dennefs  of  the  requeft,  it  being  the  firft  of 
the  kind  he  ever  madeher^  and  her  thorough 
convi(flion,  from  a  perfect  knowledge  of  his 
chara6ler,  that  he  would  never  apply  to  her 
while  there  was  a  pofTibility  of  his  obtaining 
money  from  any  body  elfc,  ftruck  her 
with  horror,  and  flie  faw  in  a  moment  his 
total  ruin  was  arrived  -,  (he  looked  aghafl, 
and  too  much  occupied  by  thefe  dreadful 
reflcdlions,  (he  made  him  no  reply.  Sir 
William,  not  knowing  how  to  account  for 
c  4  her 
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Elated  with  this  hope,  his  fpirits  rofe  -,  and 
hearing  Lady  Mary  was  in  the  drawing-room, 
he  lightly  tripped  up  flairs,  and  appeared 
before  her  with  as  much  gaiety  as  flie  had 
ever  obferved  in  his  manner. 

Convinced,  from  the  change  in  his  fpirits, 
that  the  dilemma,  that  had  thrown  fuch  a 
gloom  over  his  countenance  in  the  mornings 
was  removed,  the  idea  paiTed  off',  and  her 
mind  returned  to  the  fubjecl:  which  engaged 
her  attention  at  his  entrance  ;  (o  thinking 
his  company  and  carelfes  moft  intolerable, 
(lie  got  up  to  leave  the  room  aimofl  as  Toon 
as  flie  law  him  enter  it. 

Sir  William,  happy  at  finding  her  alone, 
and  anxious  to  realize  his  certainty,  rapid 
in  his  adions  and  fchemes,  and  inconliderate 
of  the  means  to  bring  them  to  effect,  gave 
no  time  for  thought,  and  was  incapable  of 
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were  known  to  himfelt ;  and  when  he  called 
to  Lady  Mary  not  to  leave  him,  flie  threw 
herfelf  into  a  chair,  out  of  temper  at  his 
intrulion,  with — 

"  Well,  Sir  William,  what  now  r" 

Regardlefs  of  her  evident  unwillingnefs 
-to  be  detained,  and  the  unpropitious  difpo- 
fit  ion  he  found  her  in,  he  abruptly  djfclofed 
his  fituation,  and  begged  fhe  would  oblige 
him  with  the  necefTary  fupply,  which  fhe 
fhould  be  immediately  repaid.  The  fud- 
dennefs  of  the  requefl,  it  being  the  firft  of 
the  kind  he  ever  madeher>  and  her  thorough 
convidion,  from  a  perfed:  knowledge  of  his 
character,  that  he  would  never  apply  to  her 
while  there  was  a  pofiibility  of  his  obtaining 
money  from  any  body  elfe,  ftruck  her 
with  horror,  and  flie  faw  in  a  moment  his 
total  ruin  was  arrived  ;  flie  looked  aghaft, 
and  too  much  occupied  by  thefe  dreadful 
reflexions,  fhe  made  him  no  reply.  Sir 
William,  not  knowing  how  to  account  for 
G  4  her 
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her  manner,  feared  flie  was  ill ;  that  cor- 
fideration  bani[hed  every,  other,  and  kindly 
taking  her  hand,  and  looking  up  in  her 
face — 

**  Is  my  love  ill  ?"  faid  he.  ' 

"  111,"  repeated  Ilie,  in  a  tone  and  man- 
ner that  petrified  him,  "  ill  1 — Good  God  1 
are  you  not  totally  ruined  ?'* 

''  Totally  ruined  !**  echoed  Sir  William. 

*'  Yes,  fool,"  faid  (lie,  "do  you  not 
know  the  import  of  thefe  words  ?" 

"  What  words  r"  laid  the  terrified  Ba- 
ronet. 

^'  Fco!,  ?.pe,  blockhead,"  faid  fl:ie  in  a 
fage,  and  ftamplng  with  her  feet ;  '^  tell  mo 
— anfwer  me — are  you  not  ruined  ?'* 

"  Ruined  1"  faid  Sir  William. 

"  Is  the  booby  then  my  echo  ?"  demand- 
ed fne,  ahnoil  choaked  with  paffion. 

'*  Echo  1"  repeated  he,  in  amazement. 

-  .She  took  up  a  book  that  lay  on  the  table, 
nnd  throwing  it  at  his  head  with  all  her  might, 

Ihe  ' 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.'  1  29 

(he  flew  out  of  the  room,  pulling  the  door 
vAlh  violence^  fne  then  fliut  herfelf  up, 
and  gave  free  vent  to  her  fury ;  nor  did  (lie 
make  her  appearance  till  dinner  time,  whea 
(he  conducled  herfelf  with  fo  much  fulien 
compofure  and  contemptuous  eafe,  that  the 
poor  uxorious  Sir  William  began  to  think  her 
had  really  offended,  and  d:d  all  he  could  to 
(Lew  he  had  forgotten  her  pafTion,  and  the 
outrageous  effects  of  it. 

A  party  for  that  night  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  Sir  William,  and  apparently  that  of 
Lady  Mary  alfo.  Rofs's  reflections  were 
divided  between  Mrs.  Marchmont's  fuffer- 
ings  and  his  own  happinefs. 

The  next  morning  found  the  wretched 
Baronet  torn  by  difappointment,  for  he  had 
again  ventured  to  fp<^ak  to  Lady  Mary, 
who,  though  fhe  learned  a  confirmation  of 
her  fuipicioas,  fhe  abated  fomc  portion  of 
her  violence.  Siie  had  laid  her  plan,  and 
after  hearing  all  Sir  William  had  to  lay.  Hie 
G  5  coldly 
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coldly  told  him    that  one.part  of  his  diftrefs. 
alone  (he  would  confent  tO-  relieve. 

"  As  to  your  debt  of  honour,"  faid  flie, 
*^  that  you  muil  yourfelf  fettle  ;  I  fliall  not 
bring  ruin  upon  my  own  head,  I  do  afTure 
you,  merely  to  fatisfy  your  feelings  3 — you 
fliall  never  pay  away  my  future  fupport  to 
(harpers  and  g?-me{lers.  I  never  play  my- 
feif,  and  I  think  you  might  have  employed 
your  time  to  a  better  purpofe  than  in  facri- 
ficing  your  paternal  eftate,  which  was  a  good~ 
one,  ycur  charader,  and  your  health  at  the 
gaming-table/' 

"  Then  indeed  I  am  ruined  pad  redemp* 
lion,'*  faid  he. 

*'  I  am  forry  for  it,*^  replied  her  Lady- 
fhlp,  *'  and  I  admire  the  noble  principle  that 
actuates  you  to  bring  the  fame  ruin  uport 
me  5  I  therefore  define  you  will  trouble  me 
no  more  with  your  diftrefles,  and  be  afTured, 
once  for  all,  I  fhall  never  pay  a  guinea  for 
you.      The  bills  due  here,  indeed,  I  fliall 

difcharge^ 
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difcharge,  and  our  travelling  expences  to 
Wanilow  Park  ;  but  there.  Sir  William,  my 
payments  fcr  you  (hall  end.** 

She  arofe  with  much  /a/ig /roi J,  and  left 
him  immerged  in  wonder,  diftrefs,  and 
every  feeling  that  can  rend  the  human 
heart. 

I  have  before  faid  Sir  William  was  a  man 
of  no  reflection  y — he  felt  the  torments  of  a 
child  when  deprived  of  a  favourite  objccl  ^ 
he  thought  himfelf  the  moil  unfortunate, 
the  moft  wretched  fellow  breathing,  and 
would  have  thanked  any  man  who  would 
have  fhot  him.  He  remained  kickins;  his 
heels  againft  the  legs  of  a  chair  for  fome 
time,  and  at  laft  fetching  a  deep  figh — 

*'  After  all,"  laid  he,  ''  it  is  as  good  to 
be  merry  as  fad,  d — mme  !'*  and  calling  for 
his  hat  and  cane,  he  left  his  houfe,  and  be- 
gan his  folitary  walk  again.     He  met,  how- 
G  6  ever. 
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€vcr,  two  of  the  company  who  had  ihQn  him 
lofe  fuch  funis  of  money  a  night  or  two  before, 
and  each  taking  him  by  the  arm,  pulled 
him  away  to  the  billiard-table. 

The   firft   game   he  won,    by  which    I>e 
realized  two  hundred.    This  gave  him  fpirit ; 
he  purfued  his  luck,  he  played  the  game 
capitally,  and  at  the  hour  of  live  he  was  a 
winner  of  upwards -of  eight  hundred  pounds. 
Away  flies  care,  Sir  William's  himfelfagain— - 
all  his  difhrefles  are  at  an  end  ;  and  thinking 
no  more  of  forrow  or  trouble,  he,  in  two  or 
three  nights,  won  back  fufficlent  to  fettle  his 
debts  of  honour,  and   to  pay  his  bills,  all 
which  he  exulting^  told  Lady  Mary.     This 
gave  her  as  little  plcafure  as  his  forrows  gave 
Ijcr  pain ;  Hie  began  to  treat  him  with  con- 
tempt and  fcorn  ;   (he  knew  he  was  ib  run 
down  that  his  head  was  barely  above  water, 
and   a  week,  nay,  perhaps  a  night,   might 
fee  him  reduced  to  a  (late  from  which  he 
could  never  more  hope  to  rife.     She  began, 

thre* 
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therefore,  to  execute  part  of  the  plan  (he 
had  formed  oa  the  day  (lie  threw  the  book 
at  his  head.  She  was  naturally  fond  of 
money,  and  when  the  lavidi  and  generous 
Sir  William  had  it,  (lie  might  command 
what  fums  (lie  pleafed  from  him,  whoie- 
greatefh  pleafure  was  (liaring  it  with  her,  and 
gratifying  ber  every  wiili. 

If  the  reader  will  recollect,  Temple  was 
the  perfon  who  made  up  the  match,  who,, 
a  little   prior   to   the  writings  being  drawn, 

&c.  Sec.  told  Sir  William  it  was  a  d d 

thing  to  (liackle  his  eftate  with  a  fettlement, 
and  that  he  would  advife  him  to  fettle  Lady 
Mary's  fortune  on  her felf,  and  make  any 
addition  to  that  fum  he  thought  proper.— 
In  the  fulnefs  of  his  heart  and  the  violence 
of  his  love.  Sir  William  added  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  which  Vv^as  paid  down  on  the  u.iy 
of  marriage  to  her  Ladyfliip;  and  one  of 
her  principal  pleafures,  (ince  that  time,  has 
-been  in  multiplying  and  adding  to  that  fum 

all 
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all  flie  could  conveniently  fpare  from  the 
ample  allowances  and  prefents  of  the  fool- 
ifi^ly  fond  Baronet ;  fo  that  by  the  time  we 
are  now  fpeaking  of,  (lie  had  increafed  the 
original  thirty  thoufand  pounds  to  forty-five 
thoufand,  which  fhe  calculated  would  ferve 
her  extremely  well  when  feparated  from 
Sir  William,  which,  from  her  own  feelings, 
fhe  judged  might  not  be  impoffible. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIL 


JLrfET  us  now  return  to  Mrs.  March mont, 
whom  Rofs  privately  vifited  ;  and,  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  thofe  about  her,  flie  was  reco- 
vering faft.  Rofs  adminiflered  all  the  confo- 
lation  in  his  power,  yet  he  felt  a  dread  when 
he  pondered  on  the  murder  (lie  had  com- 
mitted, and  aUvays  felt  relieved  when  he 
quitted  her  apartment.  He  kindly  told  her, 
while  he  policired  any  thing,  (lie  mud  not 
want,  and  bade  her  candidly  inform  him 
fhould  llie  at  any  time  ftand  in  need  of  his 
afliftance^ 

"  It  is,  you  know,"  faid  he,  **  only  re- 
ceiving fome  of  your  own  money  back  again." 

She 
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She  felt  his  kindnefs,  yet  (he  perceived  his 
eftrangement ;  (lis  was  confcious  her  evil 
deeds  had  robbed  her  of  hio  good  opinion, 
and  (he  experienced  , a  degree  ot  penitence  j 
but  (he  was  one  of  thole  cliaracters  tliat 
would  return  to  the  path  of  virtae  only  be- 
caufe  danger  lurked  in  that  of  vice. 

o 

The  night  before  Sir  William's  family- 
were  to  leave  Chi^ltenham,  I\'Ir.  Rofs  was 
fummoned  to  the  door  by  Thomas,  v/ho, 
breathlefs  with  -alarm,  begged  Mr.  Rois,  as 
it  was  then  dark,  would  come  to  his  lady's 
houfe,  as  he  wanted  to  fpeak  to  him  ia 
fecret.  Rofs  followed,  and  when  Thomas 
got  him  i-nto  the  parlour,  he  told  him 
dreadful  reports  had  been  fpread  among  the 
people  of  the  crimes  committed  by  his 
lady. 

"  Crimes,"  faid  the  poor  fellow,  "  I  amt' 
fure  (lie  never  had   the   heart    to   commit  ; 
a  friend  of  mine  cautioned  me  of  it  not  aa 
hour  ago,  having  fears  that  our  houfe  may 

5  ^^ 
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be  pulled  to  the  ground  -,  and  if  the  mob 
can  get  at  nay  lady,  they  will  tear  her  to 
jjieces." 

*'  Then/'  (aid  Rofs,  ''  flie  had  better  go 
off,  if  the  is  able,  before  inorning.*' 

**  That  would  look,"  fald  Thomas,  **  as 
if  the  reports  were  true." 

*«  It  is  impofTible  to  dlffuade  a  mob,"  faid 
Mr.  Rofs  3  **  the  fafeil  way  is  to  get  her 
off/' 

He  then  fcnt  him  to  know  if  he  could 
fee  her,  and  finding  her  much  mended,  he 
broke  the  matter  in  the  gentled  manner  he 
could.  Mrs.  iVIarchmont  was  terrified,  and 
made  immediate  preparations ;  and  at  two 
o'clock  fhe  and  her  own  maid  in  one  poft- 
chaife,  and  Thomas  with  a  female  fervant  in 
another,  fct  off  for  London,  where  Ihe  ar- 
rived faie,  but  extremely  weakened  by  the 
agitation  of  her  mind  and  jouiney. 

The  reports  had  circulated  faft,  and  the 
number  of  additions  mude  to  the  original 

Itory 
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f  ory  vvasaftonilhing;  neither  probability  nor 
poflibiiity  were  at  all  confidered  necefTary,  and 
at  the  time  Mrs.  Marchmont  left  Chelten- 
ham, there  was  hardly  a  crime  that  was  not 
imputed  to  her.  All  firmly  believed  the 
murder  of  her  firft-born  fon  to  make  room 
for  the  greater  favourite,  her  fecond,  by 
Temple.  Rofs  even  did  not  doubt  it,  for 
he  had  been  delicate  in  mentioning  his 
thoughts  or  fufpicions  to  Mrs.  Marchmont, 
and  fhe  rather  avoided  the  fubjecl  of  her 
misfortunes ;  fo  that  there  never  had  been  an 
eclairciircment  between  them,  and  this  un- 
fortimate  woman  lay  under  the  (ligma  of  a 
crime  that  charity  inclines  us  to  think  her 
nature  would  revolt  at. 

Early  indulgence  by  a  father  and  mother, 
who  for  worth  and  integrity  were  patterns 
to  mankind,  firfl  taught  her  headftrong  paf- 
fions  to  gain  ungovernable  fway  over  her 
reafcn  ;  indeed  they  fcarccly  ever  flept — their 
courfe  was  never  checked,  and  they  led  her  to 
tlic  commifTion  of  crimes  not  to  be  atoned 

for ; 
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for  ;  fheadedlikeafiend,  and  was  equally  in- 
fenfible  to  pity,  and  the  qualms  of  confcience. 
Shewas  now  left  to  the  torture  of  thofc  feelinos 
which  a  long  habit  of  vice  fufpended,  but  not 
totally  annihilated.  Bereft  of  friends,  charac- 
ter, peace,  and  all  that  wealth  which  had  been 
her  God,  in  terror  lefi:  fome  public  and  heavy 
punifhment  awaited  her,  no  human  being  to 
comfort  or  confole  her,  every  apartment  in  her 
houfe  brought  fome  fcene  of  injuftice  or  de- 
bauchery to  her  mind  ; — all,  all  thefe  dread- 
ful workings  of  the  foul  combinins;  "with  the 
hurry  of  a  long  journey  in  her  weak  ftate  of 
health,  brought  her  to  fuch  a  point  of  mi- 
fery  as  feemed  to  threaten  a  derangement  of 
intellect.  Want  ftared  her  in  the  face  ;  her 
money  was  all  gone,  nor  had  llie  a  perfou 
to  whom  fl:ie  could  a])ply  for  relief. 

She  had  written  to  her  fon  to  follow  her 
to  London^  where  (he  expected  him  every 
day,  and  whom,  as  (lie  had  never  loved,  (lie 
dreaded  to  fee  ;  he  had  been  at  Briflol  Wells, 
where  he  was  fent  for  the  recovery  of  Ins 

health. 
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health,  naturally  delicate,  and  not  amended 
by  the  injudicious  care  of  his  mother. 

Rofs,  who  poiTeifed  great  good- nature, 
wrote  aifo  to  the  Lord  and  no  Lord,  and 
gave  him  the  heads  of  the  difagreeable  affair 
that  fo  lately  came  to  light,  in  order  to  fave 
his  v/retci;ed  mother  fi-om  a  talk  that  mult 
be  conceived  to  have  dreadful  eiTecls  on 
her. 

On  the  arrival  of  her  Ton  in  Golden  Square, 
fhe  was  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  made  it  impoiTible 
to  talk,  to  him  on  any  fubjedl,  much  lefs  on 
thole  that  brought  fucb  corrofive  and  dif- 
tradting  feelings.  Thomas,  therefore,  Vv'as 
the  pcrfon  who  informed  him  of  particulars, 
and  v/hcn  he  found  his  mother  had  been 
guilty  of  murder,  he  fv/ore  he  would  not 
flay  a  day  in  the  houfe  ;  for  though  TlK>mas 
palli::tcd  every  thing  as  much  as, he  could, 
his  honeft  heart  infpired  him  with  the  idea 
of  its  beins;  better  to  tell  thofe  truths  himfelf 
to  hi^  young  mailer,  whom  he  could  fofcen 

and 
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and  confole,  rather  than  he  fliould  learn  them 
froiPi  Grangers,  and  be  doubly  Allocked, 

^^  J  will  not  flay  here/'  faid  he  to  Tho- 
mas;  ''  my  mother  will  murder  me  alfo,  that 
I  may  be  no  longer  a  (hame  to  her.  Bt fides, 
Thoma?,  I  cannot  fliew  my  face — ^I  fliall  be 
followed  through  the  flreets — fliall  be  a  by- 
word to  alL — No,  Thomas,  I  will  .  not, 
cannot  ftay." 

This  young  man  partook  of  the  difpofition 
of  both  his  papa  and  mamma — ne  wa^  pof- 
fe-fTed  in  a  high  degree  of  the  cov/ardice  of 
the  former,  and  avarice  of  the  latter ;  from 
a  boy  he  was  fonder  of  hoarding  money  than 
any  other  thing  in  the  world  j  he  had  fome 
large  fums,  which  both  Mrs.  March mont 
and  Rofs  thought,  like  other  young  men,  he 
had  ipent,  iafely  ^.'epolitcd  where  he  regu- 
larly received  the  intereil  of  it,  and  by  agree- 
ment it  was  ready  for  him  in  one  month 
from  the  firfl  notice  of  calling  it  in;  he 
therefore  that  evening  went  to  his  fn^iid's, 

gave 
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gave  the  necefTcvry  notice  for  calling  In  Lis 
money,  and  taking  a  room  up  three  pair  of 
flairs  in  High  Holborn,  to  fave  the  expence 
of  a  more  creditable  and  commodious  apart- 
ment, he  fat  himfelf  down  to  confider  what 
he  had  beft  do.  Every  night  he  v^ent 
to  an  adjacent  porter-houfe,  for  the  benefit 
of  drinking  a  pint  of  that  foporiferous  liquor, 
and  reading  the  newfpaper ;  he  thought 
much  of  purchafing  a  fmall  houfe  with  fomc 
ground,  and  if  he  could  fuit  Iiimfelf  with  a 
trad  of  land,  to  employ  himfelf  in  farming. 

Here  then  we  find  the  quondam  Lord  Bel- 
more  enjoying  all  the  luxury  of  a  three  pair 
of  flairs  room  in  High  Holborn,  and  the  en- 
viable fociety  of  a  porter-houfe,  fo  fuitablc 
to  a  man  who  fo  lately  confidered  himfelf  a 
Peer  of  the  Realm.,  defcended  from  a  noble 
line  of  anceRry,  with  an  ample  fortune  to  fup- 
port  that  dignity  which  peculiarly  belonged 
to  his  rank  in  fociety.  Nature,  however, 
never  defigned  him  for  the  place  he  had 
filled  i  he  was  much  more  fuited  to  the  line 

he 
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be  was  marking  out  for  hinifelf; — his  terrified 
imagination  painted  a  thoufand  dangers  at- 
,tending  his  ftay  in  England  ;  he  feared  he 
fhould  be  included  in  the  punilliment  that 
awaited  his  mother,  whom  he  now  looked 
on  as  a  monfter,  and  dreaded  nothing  fo 
much  as  feeing  her  again,  convinced  that  he 
alfo  Ihould  fall  a  facrifice. 

Mr.  Temple,  whom  '4ie  now  confidered 
his  father,  was  gone  off,  and  this  Qiewed  him 
the  abfolute  necelTity  of  his  doing  fo  too  ; 
for  thou2;h  he  was  come  to  thofe  vears 
that  we  may  fuppofe  he  was  too  well  in- 
formed and  vericd  in  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try, particularly  as  being  born  an  hereditary 
counfel  of  the  Crown,  yet,  alas !  we  find 
him  utterly  deficient  indiat  point,  and  mod 
fincerely  wi(h,  for  the  welfare  of  old  England, 
that  he  was  the  only  inftance  where  we 
ffiould  find  that  a  Peer  of  the  Realm  and 
an  able  legiflator  were  not  fynonymous 
terms.  His  weaknefs  of  mind  did  not  per- 
mit him  the  power  of  reflection,  nor  was 

he 
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he  fenfible  that  he  Vv'as  in  no  wife  anfwer- 
able  for  the  iniquity  of  his  parents  -, — all  his 
thoughts  weie  how  he  could  get  away  un- 
difcovered,  and  where  he  (hould  make  his 
retreat.  He  confidered  a  long  time  whether 
Ireland  or  America  fhould  be  his  choice  ;  the 
former  at  length  appeared  to  him  attended 
with  lefs  danger  and  more  advantages,  and 
under  the  feigned  name  of  Brown  he  con- 
ceived he  might  remain  unknown,  in  a  re- 
mote fituation.  Thus  refolved,  he  waited 
^nly  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  money,  which  amounted  to 
fome  thaufands,  every  fnilling  of  which  he 
intended  taking  in  cafli  with  him,  telling 
thofe  few  friends  in  whom  he  confided,  that 
he  was  going  to  America,  to  miflead  the  pub- 
lic enquiry. 

Let  us  now  look  in  at  Wanflow  Park, 
and  (ee  the  Rate  of  that  family.  They  ar- 
rived fafe  from  Cheltenham,  and  a  large 
party,  as  ufual,  joined  them  ;  the  theatre, 
however,  was  this  year  negleded  3 — it  was  a 

whim 
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whim  of  Sir  William's — he  had  got  tired  of 
it,  and  it  never  was  a  favourite  purfuit  of 
Lady  Mary's ;  other  feflivities  took  place 
which  the  Baronet  now  fancied  he  liked 
better,  and  nothing  was  feen  but  gaiety, 
cheertulnefs,  and  conviviality. 

Lady  Mary  forgot  all  difagreeables,  and 
treated  the  meek  Sir  William  with  the  ut- 
moil  kindneis,  which  never  failed  to  throw 
him  into  the  higheft  fpirits  ^  and  (he  figni- 
fied  to  him  her  wilh  of  remaining  a  month 
or  fix  weeks  longer  in  the  country,  perfuad- 
ing  him  it  was  infinitely  more  the  /on  than 
going  to  town  fo  early  in  the  winter.  A 
wifh  of  her's  had  been  always  with  him  a 
law  5  he  perfectly  agreed  with  her,  and  faid — 

"  We  fliall  have  all  the  town  wondering 
v/hat  is  become  of  us,  which  wiii  be  charm- 
ing j  every  body  will  be  fo  glad  to  fee  us 
arrived  at  lafl,  and  we  fiiall  open  tbe  *vinter 
witii  a  grand  mafked  ball. — Befides,  my 
love,  you  know  I   have  promifed  you  one, 

VOL.  IV.  H  for 
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for  that  which  you  lo  kindly  gave   up  to 
oblige  me." 

Lady  Mary  was  placidity  itfelf — Qie  was 
fo  humble,  fo  obliging,  fo  mild,  the  Baronet 
never  was  fo  happy  in  his  life ;  with  Rofs 
for    a   friend    and  companion,    and    fuch  a 
woman  as  Lady  Mary  for  a  wife,  what_muft 
he  not  have  been  to  be  infenfible  of  his  en- 
viable fituation,  of  his  blifs,  the  happy  lot 
of  but  the   favoured  few  1 — Lulled  in  this 
imaginary  (late  t>f  happinefs,  Sir  William's 
time  palTed  fmoothly  on,  while  it  was  Lady 
Mary's  attachment  for^  Rofs  only  that  f.veet- 
ened  her  exiftence  ; — (lie  now  firfl  began  to 
live,  for  (he  never  before  had  really  loved  j " 
her  nature  feemed  changed — that  noble  and 
refined  paflion   fubdued   her   ferocity  ;    all 
envy,  hatred,  and  malice  feemed  to  be  ex- 
tinguiQ"jed  in  her  bread,  and  to  know  Lady 
Mary  now,  was  to  know  a  character  vvhere 
latent  virtue  might  have  been  fuppofed  al- 
ways   to    have    dwelt.      Rural  fcenes  were 
thofe  only  that  delighted  her;  leaning  on 

Rofs's 
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Rofs's  arm,  groves  and  plantations,  though 
ieancfs,  charmed  her  beyond  all  the  plea- 
fures  of  a  London  life,  and  (lie  began  deeply 
to  regret  her  being  obliged  to  remove  from 
Wanflow  Park.  It  was  totally  impoilible, 
however,  to  remain  5  Sir  Willia  r.  could  not 
live  from  St.  James's  Street  ;  play  indeed 
nov^  was  his  only  fupport,  and  ha*  remain- 
ing without  him  with  Rois  was  too  glaring 
an  impropriety ;  but  the  time  no.v  dre-^^ 
near  when  fne  mull  ouit. 

/^  How  horrid,"  faid  (lie  one  day,  as  (lie 
walked  alone  with  Rofs  through  a  thick 
evergreen  fh rubbery,  "  to  be  ol^liged  to 
leave  this  retirement,  that  you  have  taught 
me  to  like  ! — never,  methlnks,  fhould  I  wilh 
to  leave  ii."  . 

''  And  is  it  pofTible,"  faid  he,  "that  you 
intend  to  do  (o  r — Should  not  all  mankind 
bow  before  you,  and  why  not  mnke  Sir 
AVilliam  aUb  r— Is  he  to  be  confidercd  wiien 

ur  pleafure  is  in  the  cafe  r*' 

"  Alas!'*  faid  Ih<j,  '*  what  can  I  do  :" 

Hi'  *«  Fly 


^  f 


T48  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 

"  Fly  with  me/'  faid  Rols,  "  and  leave 
him  to  thofe  purfuits  in  which  you  take  no 
part.— I  will  not,  I  cannoc,  by  Heaven  !  be 
feparated  from  you  , — keeping  meaiures  with 
this  idiot  makes  ojc  mad. — -What  reliraint 
to  our  pleafures  ! — are  we  not  this  m.oment 
fubjecl  to  be  overheard,  difcovered  ?^-Days 
pafs  tedioufly  on  in  expectation  of  what  we 
are  fo  fubject  to  be  difappointed  of;  tiie 
liberty  we  do  enjoy  only  ferves  to  make  me 
pant  for  more; — the  httle  of  privacy  accident 
allows  us,  is  embittered  by  fear,  and  a  thou- 
fand  apprehenfions  that  rob  me  of  the  ecftacy 
your  company  always  affords. — What  is  ihe 
world  to  us  ? — we  love,  are  beloved  ;  have 
youth,  health,  fpirits — why  then  deftroy 
thofe  days  of  delight,  and  wafte  avvay  what 
cannot  be  recalled  r" 

"  You  furely  Ipcak,"  anfvvered  Lady 
Mary,  "  without  any  intention,  uithout 
perceiving  the  meaning  your  words  convey. 
Fly  with  you  ! — for  Heaven's  fike  explain — 
what  can  you  mean  ?" 

*•  Mean," 
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"  Mean,"  replie:!  Rof^,  throwing  bis 
arms  rouad  her  waiii,  ^*  I  mean  to  take  you 
from  all  the  world,  and  fly  away  with  my 
angel  where  no  malignant  eye  Ihall  deprive 
me  of  that  blifs  you  alone  have  power  to 
give.  With  your  Rofs  are  not  all  countries 
ahke  r — Come,  Oh  I  come  then,  and  leave 
this  paltry,  this  wretched  Sir  William — a 
little  time  v.ill  mod  probably  involve  him  in 
fuchdifiicultiesas  mufc  drawdown  ruin  upon 
your  head  as  well  as  his. — You  have  no 
children  to  bind  you  to  fuch  a  blockhead  y 
fly  then,  fly  with  your  Rofs  to  the  charming 
fcenes  of  Italy  ;  we  fhall  there  enjoy,  in  ful- 
nefs  of  happinefs,  thofe  rural  fyivan  fcenes 
you  have  lately  got  a  relifh  for. — We  will 
go,  my  foul's  bed  treafure,  and  w^ander  to- 
gether through  the  plains  of  Lombardy  ^ — 
we  will  mount  the  Alps  and  Apennines,  and 
refrefli  ourfelves  in  fome  hofpitable  fhep- 
herd*s  cot. — Love  will  harmonize  our  fouls, 
we  will  viht  the  groves  of  mulberries,  and 
faunter  in  the  rich  orangeries ; — the  verdant 
banks  of  the  Brenta  fliall  teach  us  that  the 
H  3  Venetians 
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Venetians  only  enjoy  life  ;  and  when  their 
lift  and  pathetic  mufic  ftrikes  our  ears, 
wafted  through  the  waters  and  along  thofe 
enchanting  Ihores,  our  fouls,  infpired  by 
Jove,  will  feel  the  fubiinie  delights  of  thofe 
fcenes,  and  live  anew. — Oh  !  let  me  befeech 
you — let  me  plead  with  all  the  impaffioned 
tendernefs  I  feel  fubdues  me,  to  lift  en  to  my 
fcheme  of  endlefs  happinefs,  and  fly  from 
this  dark  and  dufky  climate  to  thofe  regions 
where  true  delight  iS  only  to  be  found. — 
Oh!'*  faid  he,  "let  me  teach  you  the 
power  of  Italian  mufic  on  a  mind  inflamed 
with  all  the  charms  of  love.'* 

She  threw  her  head  on  his  flioulder. 

"  Alas!"  faid  flie,  ''you  have  already 
taught  me  to  die  for  fuch  fcenes." 

"  Then  why  hefitate?"  faid  he,  prelTing 
his  lips  to  her's  ;  "  can  you  have  an  objec- 
tion ? — Do  you  doubt  the  happmefs  that 
awaits  you  r" 


"  No. 
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"  No,"  faid  (he,  faintly,  and  looking  Ian- 
guifhingly  in  his  face  5  "'  what  are  you  tempt- 
ing me  to  do  ? — Oh !  too  fully  you  know  your 
power  over  me — is  there  any  thing  I  can  re- 
lufe  you  ?'* 

"  Then,  then  you  are  mine — wholly 
mine,"  faid  he,  in  a  tranfport  bordering  on 
frenzy,  **  and  will  fly  with  me  from  thi& 
dolt — this  poor  Sir  William.'* 

"  Yes,"  (aid  fhe,  ''  my  foul  loaths  him." 

"  And  mine,"  faid  Rofs,  "  how  muft 
you  fuppofe  I  am  afFeded  when  I  fee  him 
fit  near  you,  and  take  thofe  liberties  the 
characler  of  a  hufband  fanclions." 

The  found  of  footfteps  appraiching  put 
an  end  to  the  final  fettlement,  and  Rofs  had 
only  time  to  fay — 

"  Write  your  ideas  that  I  may  execute 
the  means  ofefcape,  and  let  it  be  to-morrow 
night— I  can  no  longer  bear  delay." 

H  4  She 
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She  nodded  affent,  when  they  were  joined 
by  Chignon,  who  came  up  familiarly  by  the 
fide  of  his  Lady,  and  began  to  talk  to  her. 
Rofs,  fierce  and  paflionate  in  the  extrem.e, 
madly  attached  to  Lady  Mary,  could  have 
ftabbed  on  the  inilant  any  man  that  barely 
feemed  to  like  her  ;  he  darted  a  look  at 
Chignon  that  quite  petrified  Lady  Mary,  for 
Rofs  coniidered  him  as  only  her  confident — 
he  never  thouoht  him  to  have  been  a  favour- 

o 

ed  lover.  She  pulled  Chignon  by  the  coat, 
unfeen  by  Rols  ;  and  flipping  a  ten  pound 
note,  which  Ihe  had  been  trifling  with,  into 
his  hand — 

*«  You  know,  Rofs,'*  faid  Ihe,  "  Chignon 
is  our  friend.'* 

Chignon  made  a  bow,  and  faid  he  did  not 
m'an  to  offend, 

Rofs  feemed  difTatisfied  and  angry,  and 
on  the  valet  quitting,  he  faid  he  did  not 

like 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  J^J 

Tike  him,  and  was  very  forry  they  were  in  his 
power. 

"'Be  liberal  to  him,"  faid  Lady  Mary, 
"  and  we  fhall  ahvays  keep  him  our  friend  ; 
he  is  a  worthy  tellow,  but  he  is  ignorant  and 
famihar,  becaufe  he  is  uneducated,  and  knows 
no  better/' 

"  I  do  not  hke  him,"  repeated  Rofs. 

"  Poor  Chignon!"  faid  (he,  "I  will  not 
fuffer  you  to  think  ill  of  him." 

'*  Thefe  moments  are  too  precious,"  faid- 
Rofs,  "  to  wade  on  that  rafcal. — Remem- 
ber you  are  determined,  and  to-morrow 
night " 

Juft  at  that  moment  Sir  William's  whiftle 
warned  them  of  his  approach,  who  came  to 
feek  them.  After  fauntering  about  a  few 
minutes,  Rofs,  as  foon  as  he  could,  took 
off  Sir  William,  who  faying  the  day  was 
monftrous  cold,  infilled  on  Rofs  drinking 
fome  Madeira  to  make  him  warm. 

H  5  "I 
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^'  I  have  been  walking  faft,  Sir  William," 
faid  Rofs,  "  and  you  know  I  never  drink 
any  thing  in  the  morning.'* 

"  Well,  come,"  faid  the  Baronet,  ''  you 
have  no  objecflion  to  fee  me  drink  a  few 
glafTcs." 

*«  Oh  not  the  leaft,"  faid  Rofs,  who  was 
delighted  to  leave  Lady  Mary,  tQ  fettle  all 
matters  for  his  approaching  happinefs. 

Lady  Mary  had  long  wiPned  to  bring 
about  this  point,  and  had  very  great  un- 
cafinefs  left  Rofs  fliould  not  urge  it  ;  flie 
anxiouHy  wiflied  to  quit  Sir  William,  and 
longed  for  the  liberty  a  foreign^country  with 
the  man  fhe  loved  would  give  her.  All 
now  lay  within  her  power,  and  her  heart 
bounded  with  joy  ;  her  plan  had  been  fet- 
tled in  her  own  mind  before  fhe  left  Chel- 
tenham, but  it  was  impoffible  to  go  off  from 
Wanllow  Park.  Money  is  very  neceflary  oq 
fuch  an  arrangement,  and  Ihe  muil  fpend 
fome  days  in  London  before  flie  could  draw 
her's  from  where  it  was,  and  lodge  it  in  fucli 
J  a  man- 
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a  manner  as  her  remittances  (hould  not  lead 
to  a  d'fcovery  of  the  place  of  her  retreat. 
This  was  a  circumftance  that  never  occurred 
to  Rofs  in  the  violence  of  his  hurry  to  take 
her  off;  (lie  therefore  took  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity of  informing  him,  that  as  their  fiay^ 
in  the  country  was  fixed  to  two  or  t.iree 
days,  and  eight  or  ten  were  necelic^.ry  to 
tranfact  her  bufmefs  in  town,  a  fpace  of 
about  three  wrecks,  perhaps,  muft  elipfe  ere 
every  thing  could  be  finally  acjufted  to  en- 
able her  to  comply  with  his  wiihes. 

This  was  a  fid  delay  to  the  impitient 
Rofs  ;  however  tnere  was  no  remedy,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  moderate  his  anxiety. 
There  had  been  fome  little  bickering  between 
him  -nd  Chignon,  which  offended  the  lati  t 
procligiouily  ;  he  had  long  difliked  Rofs, 
but  it  was  now  arifcn  to  luch  a  pitch,  that 
he  meditated  his  downfall,  and  only  waited 
an  opportunity  to  facrifice  him  to  his  re- 
fentment..  The  prefent  plan  Rofs  had  in- 
iifted  on  keeping  a  fecret  from  the  valet,  and 
H  6-  Lady 
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Lady  Mary  alfo  thought  it  mod  prudent ; 
but  Chignon  was  beforehand  with  them  :  he 
had  heard  all  their  lettlement  for  their  fo- 
reign tour,  and  being  mafker  of  their  fecret, 
he  of  courfe  was  likewife  fo  of  them,  but 
this  he  cautioully  kept  to  himfelf. 

Lady  Mary  now  wafhed  to  get  to  London 
as  faft  as  pofTible,  and  Sir  William  being  no 
lefs  anxious  for  the  gaming-table,  orders 
were  given  for  removal,  and  they  arrived  in 
Portman  Square  in  the  utmofl  gaiety  and 
good-humour.  The  blooming  cheek  and 
fparkling  eye  of  Rofs  revealed  to  Lady 
Mary  the  glad  fenfations  of  his  foul.  Time 
moved  on  with  leaden  wings,  though  fhe 
did  all  fhe  could  to  divert  his  impatience  ; 
ftill  he  complained  of  the  tardinefs  of  its 
motion,  and  again  Lady  Mary  endeavoured 
to  confole  him.  Every  thing  was  getting  as 
forward  as  pofTible,  and  the  day  before  that 
they  were  to  fet  off,  Rofs  was  fitting  with 
Sir  William,  arguing  a  point  on  the  game  of 
billiards  after    breakfaft,   when    a    fervant 

informed 
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informed  Sir  William  a  gentleman  widied  to 
fee  him. 

Though  the  Baronet  ordered  him  to  be 
fhevvn  up  with  all  the  noify  good-humour 
in  the  world,  thofe  vifits  never  failed  to 
caufe  a  fecret  pang;  his  affairs  were  in  fuch 
a  ftate  that  he  dreaded  he  did  not  exa(^ly 
know  what,  and  when  the  rtranger  appeared, 
his  look  and  manner  did  not  ferve  to  eafe 
him  of  any  uneafinefs  his  arrival  had  caufed. 
He  was  one  of  thofe  dull,  methodical,  bu- 
finefs-looking  men,  and  there  was  a  profef- 
fional  air  in  his  drefs  and  addrefs  that  ftruck 
poor  Sir  William  to  the  foul.  Rofs  got  up 
to  leave  the  room  on  the  entrance  of  the 
ftranger,  but  he  was  prevented  by  the  Ba- 
ronet, who  found  a  protection  in  the  pre« 
fence  of  a  third  perfon. 

"  My  bufinefs,"  faid  the  ftranger,  "  is 
of  fuch  a  nature  as  perhaps,  Sir  William^ 
you  would  wilh  to  keep  fecret." 


Sir 
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Sir  William  trembled,  and  with  a  falter- 
ing voice  faid  he  had  no  fecrets  from  his 
friend ;  every  nerve,  however,  (hook  with 
the  idea  of  fome  dreadful  important  misfor- 
tune ;  he  was  anxious  to  be  relieved,  yet 
feared  to  afk,  and  waited  in  breathlefs  ex- 
pedation  in  lilence.  The  flranger  at  length 
opened  his  bufinefs  by  informing  him  that 
Mr.  Temple  had,  prior  to  his  leaving 
England' 

Thefe  words  brought  to  the  affrighted 
mind  of  Sir  William  peace,  and  his  eyes  lit 
up  ;  he  felt  relieved  from  a  violent  preffbre — 
nothing  bad  could  come  from  Temple,  he 
thought.     The  gentleman  continued. 

**  Mr.  Temple,  Sir  William,"  he  repeat- 
ed, "  prior  to  his  leaving  England,  made  over 
to  me  a  right  of  calling  in  all  his  debts  -,  and 
as  you  (land  his  debtor  to  a  pretty  con- 
fiderable  amount,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  calling  on  you  to  know  when  you  will  be 
able  to  difcharge  the  mortgages,  as  I  have 
.  ,.  pofitive 
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pofitive  diredlions  to  lofe  no  time  on  the 
bufinefs." 

'^  I  fhould  fuppofe  there  was  fome  mif- 
take  in  this  affair,"  faid  Sir  William  ;  "  1 
am  certain  my  friend  Temple  would  not  dif- 
trefs  me." 

The  ftranger  was  fdent. 

^'  I  am  convinced/'  faid  Sir  William 
again,  "  Temple  would  not  inconvcQience 
or  didrefs  me  ; — Rofs,  what  do  you  tliink  r" 

"  I  really,"  replied  Rofs,  "  think  he 
would  not." 

"  There  is  another  heavy  debt,  Sir  Wil- 
liam," faid  the  ftranger,  *«  I  am  alfo  enti- 
tled to  (ue  for — fourteen  thoiiland  pounds  on 
your  fmgle  bond." 

"  Something  thereabouts,*'  replied  Sir 
William. 

"  When  will  it  be  convenient  to  you  to 
difcharge  that  debt  ?" 

*'  What  the  whole  ?"  (aid  the  aftoniQied 
Baronet. 

*'   Ye^," 
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'^  Yes,"  repjied  the  ftranger,  coldly. 

"  Why  really,"  faid  Sir  William,  «  per- 
haps in  about  three  months — it  may  be  in 
my  power  fooner,  or  perhaps  not  quite  fo 
ibon ; — it  is  according  as  things  may  turn 
out." 

"  Can  you  not  fix  a  (hort  and  certain  day 
for  the  payment  ?"  faid  the  man  ;  "  if  you 
can,  it  would  fave  us  all  trouble." 

"  Why  no,"  faid  Sir  William,  hefitating- 
ly,  "  not  a  certain  day." 

The  man  arofe  and  quitted  the  room, 
with  a  bow  to  the  two  gentlemen,  and  was 
out  of  the  houfe  before  Sir  William  had 
prefence  of  mind  to  go  alter  him,  to  entreat, 
to  beg  time,  or  to  learn  any  necefTary  quef- 
tion  refpedting  fo  momentous  an, affair, 

**  Temple  to  ferve  me  thus,"  faid  Sir 
William,  "  what  is  to  be  done  ?" 

**  And  do  you  owe  Mr.  Temple  thofe- 
great  fums  ?"  faid  Rofs. 

"  I  fear  I  do,"  he  anfwered. 

«  And 
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"  And  did  Mr.  Temple  never  call  in  the 
money  before  ?"  faid  Rofs. 

"  Never,"  anfwered  Sir  William,  *' never.'' 
"  Then  depend  upon  it  this  perfon,  who  was. 
here  juft  now,  will  write  to  Mr.  Temple,  and 
inform  him  it  is  not  convenient  to  you  to  pay 
off  this  m.oney,  and  you  will  hear  no  more 
of  it  for  the  prefent." 

Unverfed  in  all  money  tranfaiflions,  this 
was  Rofs*s  real  opinion  -,  and  poor  Sir  Wil» 
liam,  glad  to  catch  at  any  thread  that  would 
lake  off  prefent  forrow,  fvvallowed  with 
avidity  the  pleafmg  idea,  and  faid — 

*'  Rofs,  you  are  perfedlly  right ;  this  maa 
will  write  to  Temple,  who  will  never  prefs 
me  when  he  finds  it  will  be  inconvenient  to 
me. 

With  this  he  became  perfectly  fatisticd, 
and  walked  out. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIIL 


OSS  repaired  inftantly  to  Lady  Mary, 
and  repeated  verbatim  what  had  palTed. 

"  Then,"  fald  her  Ladyfhlp^  "  that  maa 
will  oblige  Sir  William  inftantly  to  pay 
him." 

«  Would  to  God,'*  faid  Rofs,  ''  I  could 
get  you  out  of  the  way  before  any  thing 
happens  !" 

"  Don't  terrify  me  to  death,'*  faid  (he. 

*'  No,  my  angel  -, — but  let  me  entreat 
that  we  may  fet  off  to-night.  You  are  en- 
gaged to  a  "ball  and  fupper  -,  neither  Sir  Wil* 
liam  nor  the  fervants  will  exped  you  home 
until  it  is  very  late  j — and  as  Sir  William  will 

be 
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be  at  the  gaming-table  till  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, he  will  not  think  of  making  any 
enquiry,  fo  that,  lliould  he  purfue  us,  we 
ill  all  be  many  hours  in  advance,  and  of  courfe 
make  our  paifage  good  before  they  can  arrive 
at  Dover.'* 

"  I  tremble  fo,"  f^iid  Lady  Mary,  "  that 
I  am  not  able  either  to  fpeak  or  think,  fo  do 
you  do  every  thing  that  is  necefiary  ; — but 
take  me  from  fuch  fcenes  as  would  be  worfe 
to  me  than  death." 

"  Take  you,"  faid  Rofs,  prelling  her  to 
his  heart,  "  yes,  I  will  take  you  from  fcenes 
improper  for  you  to  witnefs,  and  proted  you 
with  my  life. — Drefs  yourlelf  for  the  ball — I 
fhall  do  the  fame  ;  and  by  going  to  Drury 
Lane  in  your  coach  before  you  go  to  the 
ball,  I  fliall  leave  you  in  the  lobby  until  I 
fee  your  fervants  and  carriage  off,  and  then 
we  can  ftep  into  a  hackney  coach,  and  drive 
to  where  1  (hall  have  a  chaife  and  four  in 
waiting,  and  be  out  of  Sir  William's  power 
before  you  know  where  you  are." 


''  I 
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"  I  think  the  fchenie  a  good  one/'  faid 
Ihe  ;  *'  leave  me,  and  prepare  for  it.  But 
this  will  be  neceffary,"  giving  hiai  a  pocket- 
book  containing  five  hundred  pounds  in 
.notes,  which  fhe  had  prepared,  and  had  now 
nothing  to  do  but  refledl  ;  that,  however,, 
file  had  no  head  for,  fo  fhe  got  into  her 
coach,  and  went  (hopping. 

When  the  hour  of  dinner  arrived,  Sir  Wil- 
liam was  abfent ;  they  waited  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  and  began  to  wonder  why  he  did 
not  appear ;  another  quarter  palTed,  and  no 
Sir  William.     Chignon  was  fummoned. 

"  I  really  think,  my  Lady,  Sir  William 
will  dine  out  to-day — your  Lady  (hip  had 
better  go  to  dinner." 

«'  Do  you  think  fo?'*  faid  Lady  Mary; 
*'  then  let  dinner  be  ferved." 

"  Don't  you  perceive  fomething  odd 
about  that  rafcal  ?"  faid  Rofs,  as  Chignon- 
fliut  the  door. 

"  No,  I  cannot  fay  I  do,'*  replied  (he, 

"I 
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«  I  don't  like  him,"  faici  Rofs ;  "there 
is  fomething  maUcious  in  his  countenance  of 
kte." 

*'  He  has  got  himfelf  quite  out  of  your 
favour,  I  perceive,"  replied  Lady  Aiary. 

*'  i  wiih  we  were  fairly  rid  of  him,'*  re- 
joined Rof:, 

His  re-appearance  prevented  all  further 
converfation,  and  they  fat  dov/n  to  dinner  in 
high  fpiriis.  About  ren  minutes  after  Sir 
Wilhaai  joined  them. 

*<  What  at  dinner!"  faid  he. 

**  Chignon  v/as  of  opi;iion  you  would  not 
duie  at  home,  and  it  v/as  lo  much  beyond 
the  ufual  hour,  I  b-jcame  of  the  fame  minJ,*' 
laid  Lady  Mary. 

"   U  does  not  fignif]/,"  (aid   Sir  V/illiam. 

Tl.ere  was  fon'Atliing  in  his  manner  and 
the  tone  of  h  s  voice  that  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  Lady  Mary — fhe  looked  in  his 
face,  and  was  furprifed  :  there  was  that  plainly 

marked 
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marked  in  it,  that,  had  flie  been  an  affec- 
tionate v.'ife,  would  have  filled  her  foul  with 
forrovv  \  it  for  a  moment  made  an  impref- 
fion,  but  the"  next  wore  it  off. 

Sir  William  ta'ked  loud  and  faft,  and 
feemed  to  hurry  as  if  to  get  rid  of  his  own 
thoughts.  As  the  cloth  was  removing,  her 
eyes  inet  his ;  he  had  bsen  filent  for  a  mo- 
ment— (he  faw  him  eagerly  gazing  at  her, 
and  a  tear  fell  on  the  lapel  of  his  waiftcoat ; 
lie  ftruck  his  forehead  with  his  clenched 
handj  got  up  from  the  table,  took  his  hat, 
that  lay  on  a  chair  near  him,  and  darted  out 
of  the  houft.  The  fervants  looked  at  each 
other. 

*'  Alas  1"  faid  Rofs,  as  he  left  the  room, 
**  I  fear  Sir  Wiliiam  is  totally  ruined.'* 

*'  Tilings  are  bad  enough,  I  believe,"  faid 
her  Lad)  (hip.  *'It  gets  late — 1  muft  go  and 
drefs." 


Sir 
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Sir  William  did  not  return,  nor  did  Lady- 
Mary  make  any  enquiry.  At  the  hour  for 
the  play  (he  got  into  the  coach  with  Rofs, 
and  told  Chignon  (he  would  go  with  Mrs. 
Berkley  in  her  coach  to  Cavendiih  Square, 
and  ti.at  (he  fliould  not  want  her  own  car- 
ri-ge  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as 
(he  ihouid  not  leave  the  bail  till  that  hour 
at  lead. 

« 

Chignon  faid  he  would  be  fure  to  give  her 
orders  with  particular  attention. 

The  fervants  of  Lady  Mary  being  anxious 
to  go  to  their  cvn  amufements,  gave  very 
little  delay  to  the  lovers ;  t'he  coachman 
wheeled  off  at  a  round  trot,  and  carried  the 
footman  in  place  of  his  Lady  :  —  Rofs  en- 
gaged a  hackney-coach,  that  had  juft  drawn 
up  with  company,  to  wait  for  him,  and  fly- 
ing for  Lady  Mary,  they  got,  u.i perceived 
among  the  crowd,  into  it,  and  drove  to  their 
place  of  dcRination. 

Though 
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Though  Sir  WiUiain's  appearance  afFefted 
Rofs,  and  lowered  his  fpirits,  he  now  forgot 
him  and  his  diftrefs,  and  gave  himfelf  up  to 
the  mod  extravagant  rapturous  joy. 

''  Oh  how  my  foul  dotes  upon  you  !'*  faid 
he,  clafping  Lady  Mary  in  his  arms  ;  "you 
are  n  ine,  mir.e  beyond  all  the  powers  on 
earth — this  is  happinels  fapreme  !" 

*'  VV^ould  we  were  out  of  the  power  of 
Sir  William  !"  fiid  Lady  Mary.  «'  I  know 
his  rurious  pafTions,  when  once  roufed, 
would  lead  to  our  anniliilation,  did  he  come 
up  with  us." 

The  coach  flopped ;  they  alighted,  and 
walked  a  ftreet  ur  two,  and  then  got  into  an- 
odier. 

"  This  eludes  all  learch,"  faid  Rofs,  as 
he  dre^y  up  the  window  ;  ''  'and  fhould  Sir 
William  even  come  up  with  us,  I  am  his 
match,  and  will  defend  you  with  my  life.'* 
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*'  I  doubt  your  being  his  match  in 
ilrength,"  faid  Lady  Mary  ;  ''  we  have  no 
faithful  attendants,  and  within  this  hour 
Grange  horrors  come  upon  me — I  almoft 
faint." 

"  It  is  the  hurry  and  the  dread  of  putting 
into  execution  a  long  concerted  plan  to  lead 
to  life,  to  love,  and  happinefs. — Oh  my 
fouFs  idol  !  your  nerves  are  only  flurried  a 
little ;  reft  will  quiet  them  again." 

*'  My  nerves  are  ftrong,"  faid  flie ;  "  I 
have  never  found  them  thus  before — a  cold 
and  (ickly  dew  is  creeping  over  aH  my  frame 
— I  hardly  can  fupport  m.yfelf." 

"  Then  lean  on  him  who  will  fupport 
you  with  his  vital  breath — lupport  you  and 
iliield  you  even  from  the  ruffled  biCLze. — 
Look  up,  and  be  yourfelf  again." 

*'  Ahs !  it  is  in  vain,"  faid  Pne  ;  "  I  kno.v 
rot  what  can  ail  me." 

The  coach  now  flopped  where  the  chaife 
waited^  and  Rofs  found  fome  difficulty  in 
getting  Lady  Mary  out  of  the  coach;  the 

VOL.  IV.  I  air. 
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air,   however,   refreflied  her,  and  (he  grew 
better. 

The  horfes  flew ;  gold  gave  them  wings, 
and  all  Teemed  propitious  to  their  flight. — ■ 
As  Rofs  had  no  confidential  fervant,  and 
v^ould  not  conient  to  take  Chignon,  there 
were  no  horfes  prepared  for  them,  and  they 
met  with  fome  delay  at  both  Rochefter 
and  Canterbury  j  and  when  they  cti  rived  at 
Dover,  they  found  they  could  not  fail  till 
night,  and  there  was  a  doubt  of  even  lailmg 
then.  The  weather  was  thick  and  hazy,  it 
was  alfo  very  windy  ;  the  bodily  illnefs  of 
Lady  Mary  went  off,  but  her  fpirits  were 
fled,  and  (lie  felt  greatly  depreffed,  which 
was  fo  unufual  to  her,  that  fhe  thought  a 
night's  reft  would  be  abfolutely  necciTary  to 
reftore  her  health  and  fpirits, 

Rofs  was  anxious  to  get  to  the  other  fide 
if  pofiible,  though  he  wifned  to  indulge 
her  s  yet  he  thought  it  dangerous  to  loiter, 
and  prefTed  her  by  all  means  to  go  on. 

«  By 
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*«  By  hiring  a  particular  veffel  we  Qiall  be 
able  to  fiiil  to-night ;  and  perhaps  after  you 
dine,  you  will  be  ftronger,  and  better  able  to 
encounter  the  Tea,  which  I  have  heard  you 
fay  you  did  not  mind.'* 

"  No/'  faid  Lady  Mary,  ''  I  am  never 
Tick  ;  yet  I  have  taken  an  unaccountable 
fancy  for  (laying  here  this  night- — I  am  really- 
afraid  to  go  to  fea  in  this  weather,  and  I 
entreat  you  not  to  prefs  the  matter  farther ; 
I  feel  an  akirm  I  can  no  way  account  for, 
and  therefore  1  wifii  to  indulge,  not  brave 
any  prefage  cf  evil  I  find  hovering  about 
m.. 

"  Not  for  worlds,*'  faid  he  j  '*  compofe 
yourfeif,  and  I  ihali  get  the  bed  bed  1  can 
for  you.  Perhaps,  as  you  have  been  up  all 
niglit,  you  may  willi  to  lie  do/i'u  now." 

No,  (he  faid  fiie  would  wait  until  night, 
and  (lie  (hould  then  fltep  the  better. 

After  dinner   (lie   appeared   rather  more 

cheerful,    but    flill    complained    of   a   fad 

1  2  oppreffioni 
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opprefTion  ;  flie  ftarted  when  flie  heard  any- 
body enter  the  room.  All  tlick  fy  ;i}.toms 
of  fright  and  agitation  Rofs  concluded  to 
proceed  from  her  apprehenfions  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam overtaking  them  ;  but  Lady  Mary  re- 
peated to  him  that  ihe  did  not  think  he 
could. 

"  Nobody  knows  our  route,'*  faid  (he, 
•*  and  he  will  jather  fuppofe  we  are  dill  in 
London." 

She  drank  two  or  three  glalTes  of  wine  ex- 
traordinary, but  all  would  not  do  ;  flie  would 
flart  in  fuch  apparent  agony,  that  Rofs  was 
ferioufly  alarmed. 

"  Oh  Lady  Mary!'*  faid  he,  "in  do- 
ting, everlafting  love  I  will  repay  you  for  all 
this  fuffering; — my  ardent  paffion  hitherto 
has  been  only  in  its  infancy — how  it  has 
matured  thefe  two  days  !  and  it  novv  blazes 
forth  in  its  full  (Ireiigth. — My  darling  love, 
it  can  never  decay  ^  its  foundation  is  too  firm 

ever 
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ever  to  be  fhaken ;  and  while  life  animates 
my  bread,  it  will  ever  remain  the  fame.'* 

Thefe  warm  and  fmcere  aflurances  from 
the  man  fhe  loved,  Teemed  to  roufe  her  a 
little  ;  and,  leaning  on  his  bread,  fhe  burd 
into  tears. 

*'  Ah,"  faid  Rofs,  "  you  repent  leaving 
Sir  William — you  would  return  to  him." 

*'  No,"  faid  fhe,  re-animated,  '*  1  never 
was  fo  happy  as  at  this  moment — could  I 
conquer  the  horrors  that  have  taken  poiief- 
fion  of  my  mind  ; — I  try  to  throw  them  off, 
but  they  will  recur." 

Rofs  exerted  every  power  to  amufe  her, 
and  the  packet  failing  early,  they  were  glad 
to  retire  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  to 
bed.  When  Rofs  looked  at  the  door  to 
make  it  fad,  he  found  the  key  would  not 
ttirn  in  the  lock,  and  there  was  no  bolt. 
When  he  had  fixed  on  the  bed-room,  he  left 
his  pidols  on  the  table,  and  he  was  going  to 
I  3  ring 
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ring  the  bell  to  try  if  the  chamber-maid 
couid  manage  the  key  Co  as  to  faften  the 
door ;  but  when  he  confidered  that  Lady 
Mary  was  in  bed,  he  gave  up  the  idea,  and 
went  to  bed  alfo,  without  even  putting  a 
table  or  chair  againlt  it. 

We  (hall  now  return  to  Sir  William,  whom, 
we  left  in  a  ftate  of  mind  few  are  in  a  iitua- 
tion  to  envy,  on  the  morning  he  quitted 
Mr.  Rofs,  after  the  interview  v^^ith  Mr. 
Tentple's  folicitor,  which  had  a  very  un- 
pleafant  effed  upon  him  ;  for  though  he 
gave  Temple  credit  for  more  virtue  and  hu- 
manity than  he  pofTelied,  by  fuppofing  he 
would  not  diflrefs  him,  yet  while  he  walked 
alone,  he  could  not  help  recurring  to  the 
fcene  juft:  pafTed,  and  confidering  that  if 
Temple  did  infift  upon  immediate  payment,, 
his  eftate  mufh  be  fold,  and  that  muft  bring 
inftant  and  certain  ruin  on  him ;  neither 
his  perfon  nor  his  hou'e  wei-e  (afe.  This  idea 
diftra^led  him. 


My 
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<«  My  wife,"  faid  he,  "  what  will  become 
of  her,  fnould  fucli  fcenes  come  under  her 

eye  r— It  will  kill  me,  d d  villain  as  I  am^ 

to  have  brought  difgrace  and  fhame  upoa 
her  on  whom  my  loul  fondly  dotes. — We 
Ihall  be  feparated — I  Qiall  fee  her  no  more — 
and  a  prifon  will  be  my  future  abode. — 
Great  God  !  how  could  I  have  run  on  thus 
in  folly  and  extravagance  ! — Yet  may  I  not 
reclaim  all  by  good  fortune  ? — This  night  may 
fet  me  up  again. — I  was  laft  night  pretty 
fuccefsful — a  fev/  more  fuch  would  put  me 
out  of  the  power  of  fate." 

Whenever  Sir  WiUiam  got  into  thefe  fits 
of  thinking,  he  walked  very  faft  ;  and 
he  had  made  his  vvay  acrofs  Weftminfter 
Bridge,  and  had  pafled  Clapham  Common  a 
confiderable  diftance,  when  the  idea  of  win- 
ning in  a  few  nights  what  would  fet  him  at  reft 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  brought  him 
quite  to  himfelf  -,  and  recolleding  where  he 
was,  made  him  inftantly  turn  back,  and 
direfl  his  fteps  to  Portman  Square,  refo^ving 
I  4  the 
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the  whole  way  that  when  he  had  paid  all  his 
preffing  debts,  he  would  fet  down  quietly, 
and  never  again  venture  to  put  his  beloved 
wife  in  danger  of  what  he  had  fo  much 
dreaded  two  hours  before. 

As  he  was  croffing  the  Horfe  Guards 
he  was  met  by  Chignon,  who  told  him  he 
had  come  out  on  purpole  to  meet  him,  and 
begged  he  would  retire,  as  he  had  fomething 
cf  confequence  to  commjjnicate  that  it  was 
abfoJutely  necefTary  he  Ihould  know. — Sir 
William  flarted. 

*«  Don't  be  alarmed,*'  faid  Chignon; 
"  you  will  be  able,  I  hope,  to  redrefs  your 
wrongs  every  way." 

They  turned  into  the  Bird-cage  Walk, 
which  was  at  that  time  quite  empty. 

"  The  gentleman  that  was  with  you  to- 
day  "  continued  Chignon. 

«  What 
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«  What  of  him,"  interrupted  Sir  William, 
haflily,  turning  as  pale  as  death. 

"  He  was  from  Mr.  Temple/'  faid  Chig- 
non, "  and  Temple  is  a  rafcal.'* 

"  From  whence  did  j^ou  get  your  know- 
ledge ?"  laid  Sir  William,  in  an  angry  tone. 

"  I  fhall  inform  you  of  that,"  faid  the 
valet,  "another  time^ — at  prefent  I  willi  to 
put  you  in  the  way  of  warding  ofFa  very  dif- 
agreeable  affair. — Do  you  not  owe,  on  your 
bonds  to  JVlr.  Temple,  a  very  large  fum  of 
money  ?" 

«  1  do,"  faid  Sir  William. 

"  Then,"  fiid  Chignon,  "  both  your 
perfon  and  goods  will,  in  the  courfe  of  two 
or  three  days,  be  feized  for  it." 

"  Gracious  Heaven  !"  faid  Sir  William, 
"  how  do  you  know  V* 

"  Do  not  wait  to  learn ;  but  a6l  as  you 
think  belt  for  your  own  faiety." 

"  I  (hall  go  and  confult  Rofs,"  faid  Sir 
William. 

"  He  is  a  villain,"  fiiid  Ciiignoa. 

I  i  ''  Hold," 
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*^  Hold,"  faid  his  mafter,  '•  he  is  my 
friend.'* 

^'  He  is  the  greateft  enemy  you  have  upon 
earth,  except  Temple,"  faid  Chignon  ;  "  he 
will  do  you  no  good,  but  all  the  harm  in  his 
power." 

«'  ImpoiTible!"  cried  Sir  William. 

*^  Will  you  believe  me,"  faid  the  valet, 
"  if  I  give  you  proof? — Put  yourfelf  under 
my  diredion,  and  1  fnall  help  you  to  your 
revenge  on  3^our  enemies." 

"  Has  Rofs  then  joined  Temple,"  afked 
Sir  William. 

"  He  has  to  deilroy  you,"  anfvvered 
Chignon. 

"  Shew  me  but  this,"  faid  the  Baronet, 
«  and  they  (hall  both  tall  a  facrifice  to  my 
fury." 

"  Then  be  entirely  guided  by  me,"  faid 
Chignon  j  "  go  ■  this  moment,  and  provide 
yourfelf  with  all  the  money  you  can,  and  [ 
will  bring  you  up  with  your  enemy  before 
thefe  law  proceedings  can  affed  your  houfe." 

"  What 
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**  What  fliall  I  do  with  my  beloved  wjfe  r** 
faid  Sir  William  j  "  it  will  kill  her/'   ^ 

"  Say  not  a  word,  on  your  life/'  faid 
Chignon,  *'  either  to  her  Ladyfhip  or  Mr. 
Rofs,  until  you  meet  them  far  from  London ; 
and  I  (hall  take  every  care  of  her.  You 
fliall  find  her  coming  atter  you,  elle  flie 
w^ould  be  too  much  fhocked  with  the  fitua- 
tion  of  things ;  and  the  delay  may  prove  of 
the  mod  ieiious  coniequences  if  you  give 
the  leafthint  of  your  knowledge  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  I  fhaii  break  every  thing  to  my 
Lady. — I  think,  after  fo  many  years'  kno.v- 
ledge  of  me,  you  will  truft  me  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  whole  aifair  ;- — 1  believe  you 
can  have  no  doubt  of  my  fidelity/' 

*'  Not  the  leaO:  indeed,"  replied  the 
Baronet. 

"  ImuftbeofF,"  faid  Chignon,  "to  pre- 
pare ; — but  be  fure  to  leave  nor  a  lliilling  be- 
hind you — take  every  guinea  you  can  get/' 

Sir  Y/illiam  had  up.vards  of  five   thou- 

fand  pounds  ia  his  houf,^  ^  he  inllantly  re- 

1. 6  turned 
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turned  home,  and  fecured  the  money  ;  from 
thence  he  went  to  a  gentleman  who  appoint- 
ed to  pay  him  fome  hundreds  at  four  o'clock, 
which  Sir  WilUam  would  not  have  thought 
of  caUing  for  had  not  tkefe  fudden  diftrefles 
come  upon  him  ;  he  therefore  thought  of 
the  appointment,  and  received  his  money. 
This  kept  him  a  confiderable  time  after  the 
dinner  hour.  Chignon  had  not  explained  ; 
his  thoughts  were  in  the  utmoft  tumult,  and 
when  he  arrived  at  home,  and  beheld  that 
object  he  had  never  ceafed  to  adore,  on  the 
point  of  leaving  her  home,  and  becoming 
habituated  to  fcenes  of  difhrefs  from  his 
folly,  it  was  almoft  too  much  for  his  brain. 
He  tried  todiffipate  his  thoughts;  he  gazed  at 
her  with  eyes  fuffufed  with  tears,  and  a  heart 
filled  with  woe  ; — at  Rofs  he  looked  wnth 
horror  -,  he  thought  him  joined  with  Temple 
in  forcing  thefe  payments,  and  every  mo- 
ment while  he  remained  in  his  own  houfe,  he 
expe6ted  to  be  feized,  and  fancied  Sheriffs' 
Officers  were  difguifed  under  his  own  liveries, 
and  that  even  his  fervants  were  plotting  againft 

his 
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bis  liberty.  Chignon  followed  him  when,  in 
a  tranfport  of  indefcribable  mifery,  he  left 
his  dinner-table,  and  fied  out  of  his  houfe. 

"  Have  you  got  all  your  money  ?'*  faid 
Chignon. 

'^  I  have,"   faid  Sir  William. 

*'  Then,"  faid  Chignon,  "  at  the  corner 
of  Baker  Street  you  will  find  a  chaife  and 
four  waiting  for  you  ;  ftep  into  it,  and  make 
the  beft  of  your  way  to  Dover,  where  T 
fhall  meet  you  in  the  mail,  with  all  of  value 
I  can  carry  off.'' 

Chignon  knew  Sir  William  would  be  there 
fome  hours  before  Lady  Mary. 

The  Baronet  found  the  chaife,  ftepped  into 
it,  and  drove  like  the  wind.  Chignon  return- 
ed, and  while  the  fervants  were  at  dinner, 
he  packed  up  all  the  moft  valuable  plate,  it 
being  under  his  care,  and  putting  it  into  a 
hackney-coach,  lodged  it  fafc  to  go  that 
night  to  Dover,  took  a  place  for  himfelf  in 

the 
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the  mail,  and  was  back  in  Portman  Square 
time  enough  to  drefs  his  Lady's  hair  ;  and 
when  he  put  her  into  the  coach,  he  flew  to 
the  mail,  and  had  got  lome  miles  before  the 
runaways  ere  they  entered  the  chaife,  fo 
that  he  well  knew  no  polling  in  England 
could  overtake  him. 

When  he  arrived  at'  Dover,  he  found 
Sir  William  in  bed  ;  and  waiting  for  Ibme 
time  to  allow  his  unfortunate  mafter  to  re- 
frefh  himfelf  a  little,  he  faw,  unobferved  by 
them,  the  arrival  of  the  lovers.  Sir  Wil- 
liam, overcome  by  fatigue  and  agitation,  did 
not  awake  until  Mr.  Rofs  and  Lady  Mary 
were  fat  down  to  dinner  ;  Chignon  provided 
his  mafler  with  a  dinner  he  liked,  and  a 
bottle  of  good  Madeira,  which  he  iniifted  on 
his  taking  in  his  bed-room; — he  ihewed  him 
all  the  plate  he  had  fafely  lodged,  and  re- 
ceived the  greatefl  applaufe  from  him  for 
his  adroitnefs. 

«  But 
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"  But  where  is  Lady  Mary  ? — tell  me 
what  you  have  done  with  her,"  faid  Sir 
Wilham  impatiently. 

"  She  is  very  fafe,*'  faid  Chignon  ;  "  you 
fliall  fee  her  this  night." 

When  he  found  his  mafter  recruited  by 
fleep,  a  good  dinner,  and  excellent  wine,  he 
then  began  to  break  to  him  Lady  Mary's 
connexion  with  Rofs,  her  total  difcuTection 
to  him,  and  that  if  he  would  remain  per- 
fectly quiet  in  his  room,  he  would  convince 
him,  before  twelve  o'clock  diat  night,  that 
every  fyllable  he  told  him  was  literally  true. 

Sir  William's  rage  now  bordered  on  in- 
fanity. 

"*  If  (hey  are  in  the  houfe,'*  faid  he,  "  I 
will  rufli  upon  them  this  moment,  and  put 
them  both  to  death  ; — that  villain,  Rofs, 
fliall  not  efcape  my  vengeance,  nor  Qiall  Ihe 
live  to  delude  mankind. — No,'*  faid  he, 
3  "  by 
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«*  by  Heavens !  I  will  not  let  them  breathe 
the  air  another  day.'* 

Chignon  told  him  they  delerved  the  pu- 
nifhment  that  awaited  them  ; — he  wasfaliely 
wronged  by  Lady  Mary,  who  richly  deferved 
being  made  a  dreadful  example  of;  but  that 
the  efFedual  way  was  to  re  mam  perfedly 
quiet  until  the  proper  time,  when  he  might 
take  ample  revenge.  By  thefe  arguments 
Sir  William  was  induced  to  curb  his  rage 
and  impatience,  and  wait  till  the  proper  op- 
portunity made  his  vengeance  fure. 

When  Chignon  had  taken  care  of  his 
mafter,  he  vifited  the  bed- room  ordered  by 
Rois,  and  while  he  was  making  love  to  the 
chamber-maid,  he  contrived  to  draw  the 
balls  from  Rofs's  piftols,  and  render  them 
of  no  ufe  againft  Sir  William,  for  whom  he 
knew  Rofs  to  be  no  match.  Sir  William 
had  no  fworJ,  but  Chignon  took  good  care 
to  provide  two ;  he  alfo  was  provident  for 
his  mailer's  retreat,  by  having  a  chaife  and 

four 
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four  of  the  beft  horfes  he  could  procure^  in 
readinefs,  into  which  he  depofited  all  the 
moveables  he  had  brought  with  him  to 
Dover. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  when  the  houie 
was  pretty  quiet,  he  told  Sir  William  he 
would  now  convince  him  of  the  infidehty  of 
Lady  Mary,  if  he  would  calm  himfeif  a 
little. 

*'  Lead,'*  faid  Sir  William,  grafplng  his 
fword,   and  breathiefs  with  fury,  "  lead  on. 

If  I  find  them  together '*     He  was  al- 

mod  choaked  with  rage  ;  articulation  was 
denied  him ;  he  leaned  againft  the  wall  for 
fupport. — "  Infamous  woman  !" 

"  Why,"  faid  Chignon,  "  why  are  you 
thus  unmanned  ? — Courage,  Sir  William  I 
and  do  yourfelf  juftice  on  that  rafcal  -,  but 
take  care  of  yourfelf — he  is  ref^lute,  and  may 
have  arms.'* 

«<  D n  his  arms  !"  faid  Sir  William  s 

^'  an  injured   hufband's    (ingle    arm    fliall 

annihilate 
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annihilate  his  coward  foul,  and  fend  it  to 
perdition  !" 

''  Hulli  !'*  faid  Chignon;  ''  if  you  will 
not  quiet  this  florm,  I  cannot,  muft  not 
venture  farther  ; — the  houfe  may  be  alarm- 
ed, and  danger  to  ourfelves  arife/' 

'«  Well,  well  lead  on,  and  I  (hall  do  as 
you  pleafe." 

The  trufty  valet  took  a  dark  lantern  he 
had  prepared,  and  paiTing  foftly  on.  Sir  Wil- 
liam following  clofe  behind  on  tiptoe,  they 
opened  the  chamber-door.  Fatigue  had  dif- 
fufed  a  double  portion  of  Nature's  kind  re* 
florer,  balmy  fleep,  upon  the  lovers;  and  whea 
Chignon  foftly  drew  bnck  the  curtain.  Sir 
William  beheld  them  locked  in  each  other's 
arms,  totally  unconfcious  and  undifturbed. 
This  fight  worked  up  Sir  William  even  to 
madnefs.  Chignon  flipped  off  left  he  might 
be  feen  ;  Sir  William  grafped  the  throat  of 
Rofs,  and  crying,  "villain!  "plunged  his  fword 
into  his  heart,  as  he  thought  ;  he  then  ran 
round  to  the  other   fide  of  the  bed,   and 

putting 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  itj 

putting  his  hand  on  Lady  Mary's  throat 
alfo,  to  prevent  a  noiie,  he  railed  the  fword, 
'uft  reekifjg  with  the  blood  of  Rof3,  to  do 
the  fame;  but  nature,  love,  and  vvomanidi 
weaknefs  unnerved  his  ami;,  and  finking  on 
the  bed,  he  cried — 

"  Oh  Mary,  Mary  !'*  and  fainted  away. 

Chignon  now  came  to  his  afTifiance,  and 
feeing  Lacly  Mary  unhurt — 

"  Vile  woman  !"  faid  he,  "  thou  ftrum- 
pet  of  Temple  and  half  a  hundred  more— 
thou  (halt  not  thus  efcape  the  punifhment 
due  to  thy  crimes. — Chignon  is  jealous  al'b 
— you  promifed  to  be  faithful  to  me  ; — take 
this  !'*  faid  he,  dabbing  her  with  a  fhort 
dagger  he  had  in  his  bofom,  ''  and  this !" 
faid  he,  again  repeating  the  blow.  He  then 
took  Sir  William  off,  put  him  into  the  chaife 
that  was  in  waiting,  and  giving  the  poftboi's 
a  guinea  each,  let  off  full  fpced  for  Bright- 
helmftone,  where  they  got  fafe  -,  they  then 

embarked 
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embarked  on  board  a  vefTel  Chignon  imme- 
diately hired,  and  the  wind  being  favourvible, 
they  in  a  Ihoit  time  were  landed  at  Dieppe. 

On  the  way  Chignon  gave  Sir  William 
a  fall  account  of  Lady  Mary  before  her 
marriage,  which  he  had  of  Winkfield  j  of 
Temple's  connedlion  with  hers  of  her  ad- 
vances to  himfelf ;  and,  laftly,  her  intrigue 
with  Rofs. 

"  Did  fhe  not  befides,'*  added  Chignon, 
"  refuie  to  afllft  you  with  a  guinea? — Seek 
Temple,  Sir,  wherever  he  is  ;  his  injuries  to 
you  are  not  to  be  forgiven  ; — make  him 
refund  the  money  he  cheated  you  of,  or 
fight  you ; — he  is  a  coward,  and  you  will 
recover  every  guinea  of  him.'* 

"  Seek  Temple  !"  faid  Sir  William,  "yes, 
I  will  feek  him  through  the  earth — vengeance 
fhall  dired  my  (word's  point  to  his  heart ! — 
By  Heaven,  he  or  I  Ihall  fall  V 

"  There  is  little  danger  of  your  falling,*' 
faid  Chignon.  "  Mr.  Temple  is  not  fond  of 

meddling 
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meddling  with  offer.five  weapons — he  will 
never  fight  you,  take  n:y  word  for  it.'* 

"  He  Ihall,  by  tl.e  Gods  !"  faid  the  en- 
rai^ed  Sir  Wiliiam,  '^  or  I  will  tear  his  heart 
from  its  enclofure,  and  (liew  it  to  the  world 
as  that  of  the  greateft  villain  upon  earth. — 
But  where.  Chignon,  where  Ihail  I  find 
him  ?^' 

"  I  can  lead  you  to  his  retreat  ,  it  is  not 
above  a  week  jlnce  1  was  made  acquainted 
v;ith  it — not  a  hujored  miles  from  the  lake 
of  Geneva.  My  friend  Winkfiekl  lives  at 
Geneva,  and  diicovered  him  ur.der  the  af- 
fumed  name  of  Stormont." 

"  Then,"  faid  Sir  William,  ^^  we  will  fly 
thither,  nor  fcaVcely  fieep  till  my  foui  is 
fatiuted  with  revenge." 

I#  this  pieafing  hope  we  will  leave  Sir 
William,  and  re: urn  to  enquire  the  tate  of 
the  wounded  pair  at  Dover. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


JL  HE  wounded  perfons  remained  unob- 
ferved  till  three  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
when  their  fituation  was  diicovered  by  the 
chamber-maid,  who,  having  rifen  at  that 
earlv  hour  to  walh,  paifed  by  their  cham- 
ber-door, and  feeing  a  ftream  of  blood  which 
had  ilTued  f^-om  under  the  door,  (he  ran, 
terrified  at  the  light,  to  her  mafter's  room, 
and,  pale  and  trembling,  recounted  what 
(he  had  feen.  The  houle  in  a  moment 
was  alarmed,  and  a  body  of  people  rulhed' 
into  the  room  ,  (liocked  and  d.fmaycd  at 
the  d'Jmal  fcene,  they  had  hardly  power  to 
move — each  looked  on  the  other  with  terror ; 
the  ghailly  countenances,  diflorted  by  pain 

and 
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and  weaknefs,  ftill  fliewed  figns  of  life ;  the 
caps  of  both  had  been  torn  oft',  and  their  hair 
clotted  with  blood  ;  the  whole  bed  was  died 
with  the  fame  ;  every  thing  lay  in  dreadful 
confufion,  and  exhibited  luch  a  fcene  of 
horror  as  thunderftruck.  all  the  fpedators. 

The  landlord  of  the  inn  was  a  fenfible, 
humane  man. 

''  The  perpetrators  of  this  deed,"  faid 
he,  '*  mud  be  the  gentleman  and  his  fer- 
vant  who  left  this  a  little  after  twelve  lad 
night,  no  other  company  has  been  in  the 
houfe,  and  here  has  been  no  robbery — their 
watches  are  hanging  at  the  bed's  head." 

He  initantly  ordered  a  f.irgeon  to  be  fent 
fori  and  dripping  the  clothes  off  to  dilco- 
ver  the  wounds,  which  were  ftiU  bleeding — 

''  Alas !"  faid  he,  "  I  fear  all  afliftance  is 
now  too  late." 


On 
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On  the  arrival  of  the  furgeon,  who  ad- 
miniftered  Tome  reftoratives,  they  gave  fome 
fio-ns  of  Hfe.  On  their  wounds  beinsr  ex- 
amined,  Lady  Mary's  proved  to  be  through 
the  chetl  and  left  bread  ;  Mr.  Rofs's  through 
his  right  fide  and  fat  part  of  the  belly  :  his 
wound  the  furgeon  thought  was  not  mortal, 
but  was  very  dubious  of  Lady  Mary's,  who 
fainted,  and  continued  in  that  ftate  during 
almoft  the  v^'hole  time  cf  drefTmg. 

It  was  thought  proper  to  fcarch  their 
papers  in  order  to  learn  their  family,  as  they 
had  no  attendants  with  them,  that  their 
friends  might  be  informed  of  their  fituation. 
In  the  pretence,  therefore,  of  the  landlord 
and  his  wife,  the  head-vvaitefj  and  the  cham- 
ber-maid, the  furgeon  proceeded  to  examine 
their  papers  5  for  neither  had  power  to  give 
the  lead  information  even  by  figns,  much  lefs 
to  articulate.  Li  Rofs's  pocket-book  they 
found  his  name,  and  four  hundred  andfeventy 
pounds  in  Bank  notes,  of  the  five  hundred 
given  him  the  day  before  by  Lady  Mary ; 

in 
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in  her.purfe  were  fixty  guineas,  and  in  hei: 
pocket  book  letters  addrefTed  to  her,  by 
which  they  difcovered  her  name, 

«'  I  am  very  much  miflaken,*'  faid  the 
furgeon,  "  if  Sir  Wihiam  Wanflow  was  not 
here  yefterday  ; — I  law  him  at  the  window 
of  a  back  bed-chamber,  abour  four  o'clock, 
as  I  was  pafTing  to  that  poor  fellow's  room 
who  broke  his  leg. — 1  have  known  Sir  Wil- 
liam fince  he  was  a  boy." 

"  The  gentleman,"  faid  the  landlord, 
"  that  left  this  with  his  fervant  lad  nidit 
at  twelve,  occupied  that  v.Ty  room." 

The  whole  of  the  affair  (Iruck  at  the 
fame  infiant  every  body  prcfent,  and  that  it 
was  injured  liOnour  that  niifcd  its  arm  againft 
a  faithiefs  fpoufe  and  her  paramour.  The 
laiidlord's  wife  a/ked  if  it  was  not  poffiblc  to 
remove  them  to  icparate  beds ; — the  furgeon 
faid  it  was  not — he  would  not  venture,  as,  if 
their  wounds  bled  afrelh,  they  mull  expire. 

VOL.  IV.  K  He 
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He  wrote  immediately  to  Lord  Seal,  who 
loft  not  a  moment  in  flying  to  Dover. 
The  furgeon  had  coniulted  Lord  Seal's  feel- 
ings in  the  account  he  gave  of  the  dreadful 
flate  of  his  daughter,  by  breaking  the  mat- 
ter as  cautioufly  as  pofTible,  and  being  filent 
as  to  any  farther  particulars  than  that  of  her 
wounds,  and  the  imminent  danger  of  her 
life ;  fo  that  this  truly  amiable  and  tender 
father,  on  his  arrival,  received  a  fliock  much 
more  grievous  than  death  could  have  in- 
fiicfed.  He  beheld  his  once  beloved  child 
reduced  to  a  Itate  the  mod  deplorable,  the 
objedt  of  manifeft  guilt  and  (liamci — the 
guilty  fcene  of  horror  ilruck  on  his  fenfes, 
and  nearly  robbe.l  him  of  the  apparently  few 
years  oi  iite  his  reduced  ftate  of  health  feem- 
ed  to  promile  him  -,  he  filiated,  and  was 
taken  to  bed. 

On  his  coming  to  himfcif  he  immediately 
fent  off  for  Lord  Sandford,  as  he  was  inca- 
pable of  acting  or  thinking.  When  his 
Lorulhip  and  amiable   Lady  arrived,  they 

found 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  I95 

found  him  defpaired  of  by  the  phyficians ; 
they  never  left  him,  but  the  fnock  he  had 
received  was  too  great ;  Nature  could  not 
fuftain  it,  his  feehngs  were  too  (Irong,  his 
conftitution  too  weak,  and  he  expired  in  the 
arms  of  I.ady  Sandford,  in  the  aft  of  pray- 
ing for  his  wretched  and  unfortunate  daugh- 
ter. 

Lord  and  Lady  Sandford  mourned  with 
the  mod  fmcere  forrow  for  Lord  Seal,  v.'hofe 
exalted  rank  was  but  fecondary  to  the  mod 
eminent  virtues ;  his  family  and  friends  de- 
plored his  lofs  with  the  deepefc  affliction. 

Lord  Sandford  wi[l:ied  to  conceal  the 
dreadful  cataflrophe  from  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs  of  Devon  -,  but  ere  he  could  take 
any  fteps  to  prevent  its  coming  to  their 
knowledge,  the  nev/fpapers  got  at  the  whole 
aifair,  and  all  the  connections  of  the  guilty 
Lady  Mary  were  over vv helmed  in  afflic- 
tion through  her  horrible  conduct. 

K  2  The 
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The  profligacy  and  vices  of  this  rnofl 
wretched  woman  may  be  iicld  up  as  an  ex- 
ample to  the  young,  the  gid.ly,  and  difli- 
pated  ',  and  Providence,  as  a  warning  to  the 
fecrale  world,  fuifered  her  to  drag  on  a 
wretched  exiflence  for  Tome  years,  bowed 
down  with  the  mod  excruciating  bodily 
pains  j  contemned  equally  by  the  virtuous 
and  vicious,  flie  lived  a  burden  to  he;felf 
-and  on  the  bounty  of  Lord  Sandfoid  ;  for 
the  banker,  in  whofe  hands  fhc  had  lecretly 
depofited  her  money,  flopped  payment  the 
week  after  Hie  had  made  the  depofit,  and 
did  not  leave  effecis  to  pay  one  (lii  ling  in 
the  pound.  Lord  Sandford  provided  a  pro- 
per careful  woman  to  attend  her,  and  allow- 
ed her,  provided  (he  never  ag:jn  lived  with 
Mr.  Rois,  eiglit  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

Rofs  lingered  out  a  lev/  years  without  one 
day's  health,  and  retired  to  Scotland,  his 
native  country,  on  two  hundred  pounds 
a-year,  fetded  upon  him  by  Lady  Mary. — 
Had  he  outlived  her,  lie  muil  have  wanted 

the 
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the  common  necefTaries  of  life;  but  the  grave 
kindly  opened  an  afylum  for  him  two  years 
prior  to  Lady  Mary's  deceafe. 

The  fad  news  of  the  fate  of  poor  Lord 
Seal  was  received  at  Ankerwick  Caftle  with 
inconceivable  diflrefs. 

"  Alas  I'*  fiid  Lady  Middleton,  «  the 
blow  waij  fudden  and  unexpected — his 
flrength  was  not  equal  to  it  ; — unfortunate 
Lady  Mary,  you  have  cauled  the  death  of 
hiai  w.ioie  higheft  aim  would  have  been 
'your  happincf^i.'* 

Mrs.  Markha.Ti  was  prodigioufly  affedled. 

"  Nature,"  faid  th.s  good  woman,  *M^ad 
endowed  my  i^orJ  with  a  molt  fechns: 
heart  —  it  could  not  iupport  the  torture  in- 
flicted by  luch  a  fight  as  he  witneifed  at 
Dover." 

K  3  The 
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The  family  immediately  removed  to  the 
Abbey  of  Devon,  to  confole  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs,  whofe  rufferings  were  very  great ; 
for  Lord  Seal  was  juflly  endeared  to  them 
by  a  thouland  namelefs  perfedions. 

Air.  Bentley  and  Lady  Ann  arrived  alfo 
foon  after  them  at  the  Abbey  ;  Lady  Ann 
grieved  with  all  that  fenfitive  afFeccion  with 
which  her  nature  abounded,  and  for  many 
weeks  they  remained  filled  with  woe.  Mr. 
Beaumont  and  Lady  Middleton  prevailed 
with  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  to  remove  with 
them  to  Ankerv/ick  Caftle,  where  all  the  relt 
of  the  party  arrived  alfo  ;  foon  after  which 
the  birth  of  another  fon  gave  joy  not  only 
to  Mr.  Beaumont  and  Lady  Middleton,  but 
to  every  individual  of  their  connections. 

The  Duke  and  Dachefs  received  new  life 
from  the  playful  gambols  of  the  little  cherub, 
William,  who  was  jufl  now  two  years  old — 
an  age  when  the  i.aautine  (ports  never  fail 
to  delight  the  fond  parent,  whofe  partial  eye 
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fancies  the  fire  of  future  genius  beaming 
through  all  the  little  playful  tricks.  This 
lovely  child  was  a  never-failing  fource  of  de- 
light to  the  good  old  Duke  and  Duchefs, 
for  the  child  of  their  beloved  Gertrude 
was  the  child  of  their  old  age  -,  they  felt 
themfeives  renewed  in  the  offspring  of  their 
darling  grand-daughter,  who  was  as  dear  to 
their  hearts  as  her  adored  mother  had 
been. 

The  day  Lady  Middleton  changed  her 
apartment  after  her  illnefs,  a  letter  arrived 
from  Mr.  Henry  ; — it  was  written  from  the 
Cape,  and  came  by  a  fhip  jufb  failing  as  he 
arrived  there;  it  was  the  firil  opportunity 
he  had  of  writing  fince  he  left  India,  and  he 
embraced  it  with  joy.  He  pathetically  ex- 
prefled  his  lofles  to  Mr.  Beaumont,  and  re- 
Jeafed  Mademoifelle  M from  her  en- 
gagements. Halt  and  maimed,  he  dreaded 
a  meeting  that  muft  (lievv  him  the  full  dif- 
appomtment  of  all  his  tutuie  happmefb ;  en- 
treated Mr.  Beaumont  to  break,  his  misfor- 
K  4  tunes 
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tunes  to  Lady  Middlcton,  as  he  knew  how 
much  fhe  would  fuffer  at  hearing  the  child 
of  her  kind  adoption  was  thus  mutilated  and 
deflroyed,  with  blafted  prorpe6ts5  returning 
an  objecfl  Cnc  would  commilerate. 

youthful  fancy  had  offered  to  his  warm 
imagination  a  dirTerent  pidure ;  a.id  he  felt 
a  degree  cf  pain  equal  to  any  he  had  ever 
fufFered  at  difappoiniing  her  expeclations. 
To  have  anfivered  the  kind  wiihes  of  Lady 
Middleton  would  have  been  fuch  ^  blelling 
to  Colonel  Henry  as  vv  )u]d  compenfate  lor 
any  leli-iuffering.  Under  her  benign  in- 
fluence he  had  travelled  the  flowery  path  of 
life  fo  fmoothly  that  he  had  not  a  with  un- 
gratified  ;  the  world  prefented  eternal  fun- 
fiiine,  and  when  fhe  bellowed  Mademoifelle 

M upon  him,  his  cup    of  blifs  was 

full. — But  now  how  changed  the  fcene  !  He 
thought  of  that  lovely  girl  no  more,  and 
the  fad  certainty  that  fhe  could  never  be 
his,  hung  a  cloud  of  fuch  thick  and  heavy 
darknels  over   his   foul,  as  robbed  him   of 

hope, 
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hope,  and  filled  him  with  defpair.  His  let- 
ter to  Lady  Middleton  was  fiient  as  to  his 
misfortunes,  and  Mr.  Beaumont  did  not 
mention  to  her  any  thing  of  them  till  (he 
w^s    quite    recovered.      To    Mademoifelle 

M he  by  degrees  opened  the  ftate  of 

Colonel  Henry,  and  the  torture  of  mind  he 
fuifered  from  confidering  himfelf  no  longer 
in  a  fituation  to  be  thought  of  by  liei  as  tlie 
future  folace  and  companion  of  her  hours. 

"  Alas  !'*  faid  the  charming  girl,  "  his 
mind  and  innate  worth  firfl  won  me — they 
ftill  remain  the  fame ;  for  though  his  face 
and  form  were  fupcrior  to  all  that  fancy 
could  portray,  yet,  had  not  virtue  twined 
round  and  round  the  ftately  plant,  and  fhed 
its  luftre  full  on  every  part,  Henry  had  never 
been  the  man  I  had  fjiecled  from  among 
mankind  to  pafs  my  future  days  with." 

Sorrow  for  his  fufferings  threw  a  melan- 
choly languor  over  her  thoughts  and  man- 
ner, that  was  unufual  to  her. 

K  5  *'  AVhy, 
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«c 


Why,  dear  Mr.  Beaumont,"  faid  fhe, 
why  (hould  Henry  conjure  up ,  ideal  mi- 
fery  ? — Tell  him  he  is  doubly  dear  to  me,  if 
his  heart  is  unchanged  j  and  tell  him  I  am 
not  fo  giddy  as  I  was,  and  that  I  (liall  of 
courfe  make  a  better  nurfe.'* 


As  flie  talked,  joy  entered  at  the  idea  of 
his  return,  and  delight  beamed  in  her  coun- 
tenance. 

"  Happy  Henry  1"  faid  Mr.  Beaumont, 

"  and  happy  Mademoifelle  M 1    May 

health,  and  all  its  attendant  bleflings,  be  the 
lot  of  you  both  ! — Think  what  will  his  re- 
fledlions  be,  when  he  finds  birth,  rank,  and 
fpiendid  fortune  await  him." 

^«  Alas !"  faid  the  fvveet  girl,  "  has  he 
not  loft  one  arm,  nearly  the  ufe  of  the  other, 
and  a  great  portion  of  health  s — he  has  loft 
more  folid  bleflings  than  he  has  gained." 

"  I  admit  it,"  replied  Mr.  Beaumont ;  *'  yet 
.ftill  Fortune  befriends  him  : — in  poiTcfiion 

of 
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of  the  aflfedions  of  my  fair  fritnd,  he  mud 
be  greatly  Fortune's  debtor.'* 

While  this  converfition  pafTcd,  they  ftood 
at  a  window  that  looked  into  the  park,  and 
a  fumptuous  equipage  appearing,  it  engiged 
their  attention  ;  an  outrider  rode  dole  undv^r 
them. 

"  I  don't  know  the  livery,''  faid  Mr. 
Beaumont. 

The  carriage  now  pafTed,  and  he  could 
not  recognize  it,  or  thofe  whom  he  law  very 
plainly  that  were  in  it.  A  fervant  came  to 
announce  to  him  the  arrival  of  the  Prince 
De  Valazee  arid  his  Lidy.  Joy  flulhed  in 
his  eye,  his  check  was  crimfoned  with  the 
glow  of  pleafure,  and  he  was  in  a  moment 
to  welcome  them. 

"  Free   of  ceremony,"  faid   the   Prince, 

*'  we  have  accepted  of  your  kind  invitation 

almofl:  as  foon  as  we  arrived  in  England  ; — • 

K  6  we 
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we  have  loft  not  a  moment  in  throwing  our- 
felves  at  your  feet  and  the  charming  Lady 
Middleton's,  to  whom  much  more  than  we 
can  exprefs  is  due.'* 

"  Oh  1"  laid  the  Princef,  "  is  our  Henry 
well  r — He  is  in  India,  perhaps." 

**  He  is  on  his  way  from  India,"  faid 
Mr.  Beaumont,  interrupting  her  j  ''  I  have 
juft  received  a  letter  from  him  from  the 
Cape,  and  we  may  look  for  his  arrival  every 
day." 

The  raptures  of  both  the  Prince  and 
Princefs  were  extravagant. 

''  Alas!"  faid  Mr.  Beaumont  to  himfelf, 
''  1  cannot  now  damp  their  joy  by  explain- 
ing his  fituation  ;"  and  he  led  them  to  Lady 
Middieton. 

The  extrem.e  pleafure  flie  received  from 

feeing  the  brother  of  Selicia  De •  at 

Ankerwick   Caftle,  and   the   truly  amiable 
Lady  Amelia  Belmore,  was  vifible  in  the 

warmth 
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warmth  of  her  receptio;"i  of  them.  She 
traced  a  flrong  likenels  between  the  brother 
and  filler ;  there  were  aU  that  majefliy  of  de- 
portment and  beauty  oi  countenance  that 
evidently  belonged  to  her  dear  father's  firft 
wife,  and  though  the  Prince  was  advanced 
in  hfe,  he  (liil  retained  all  the  fire  and  luftre 
of  beauty  that  the  late  Lord  Middieton  had 
defcribed  him  as  being  remarkable  for;  an 
amiable  mind,  placid  temper,  and  great  vi- 
vacity of  fpirits,  theie  great  requifires  for 
happineis  preferved  his  countenance  from 
lliewing  any  figns  of  the  many  winters  that 
had  paifed  over  it. 

Lady  Middieton  perceived  a  (Iror.g  like- 
nefs  between  her  beloved  ilenry  and  his 
noble  father  j  (he  mentioned  it  to  the  Prince, 
vvhole  whole  foul  was  ravilhed  with  the  de- 
ligi.uful  thought. 

Mademoirelle  M ,  juft  at  that  mo- 
ment, entered    the    room,  ignorant    of  the 
anival  of  the  noble  llrangers  ^  but  when  (he 
5  was 
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"was  prefented,  a  feeling  new  to  her  heart 
arofe :  the  father  and  mother  of  Henry 
brought  fenfations  (Iiq  knew  not  how  to  re- 
concile— it  was  the  moment  of  her  life  on 
which  feemed  to  hang  all  her  future  peace. 
The  hearts  of  thole  (he  fo  much  dreaded 
were  loft  in  admiration  of  her  excellencies  : 
the  fofteft  luftre  irradi:ited  her  whole  ap- 
pearance, where  unafTeifled  modefty,  meek- 
nefs  of  temper,  and  a  foul  replete  with 
every  virtue  flione  confpicuous ;  and  if  the 
portrait  they  drew  from  the  rules  of  phy- 
fiognomy  did  not  deceive  them,  they  would 
have  chofcn  her,  above  all  they  had  ever  feen, 
for  a  fifter  or  a  daughter. 

Encouraged  by  the  manner  of  the  Prince 

and  Princefs,  the  lovely  Mademoifelle  M 

regained  all  fhe  had  loft  on  her  entrance,  and 
a  congeniality  of  character  bound  them  to 
each  other  by  ties  that  never  after  relaxed ; 
and  they  often  expreiled  to  each  other  the 
eiiect  thefe  moments  of  introduction  had 
upon  them. 

The 
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The  arrival  of  Henry  was  now  only  want- 
ing to  complete  the  fupreme  felicity  of  all. 
In  a  day  or  two  Mr.  Beaumont  dirclofed 
to  the  Prince  his  unfortunate  fituation. — 
The  feeling  heart  of  the  Prince  fuffered  in- 
conceivably, and  by  degrees  he  broke  it  to 
the  Princefs,  who  bore  it  better  than  was 
expected.  Since  his  life  was  fpared,  fhe 
faid  (lie  was  thanicfuL  B^t  Lady  Middle- 
ton  fee.ried  even  more  difcreffed  by  it  than 
they  were  ;  IMr.  Beaumont  and  Cnc  were 
filent  as  to  his  en2[aae.i:ients  with  Made- 
moifelle  M— —  :  they  wifhed  her  character 
to  win  their  hearts  unprejudiced,  and  they 
faw  with  infinite  delight  the  admiration  they 
viewed  her  with. 

The  Princefs  was  extremely  affecled  by 
the  fhory  of  Mrs.  Marchmont,  which  was 
now  related  in  full  ;  Mr.  Beauiuont,  in  his 
letter  to  the  Prince^  having  given  only  the 
heads  of  it. 


As 
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As  foon  as  Lady  Middlcton  was  Co  per- 
fedlly  recovered  as  to  go  abroad,  (lie  led  the 
Prince  into  the  receL,  aad  tliere  witnelied  a 
Ic.ene  the  moft  moving,  moft  affeding.  The 
Prince  was  a  man  of  the  mofl  exquifite  fen- 
fibility  ;  and  when  he  beheld  the  well- known 
form  of  his  beloved  and  long  loft  filler,  the 
length  of  years  that  intervened  vanilhed  from 
his  memory,  and  her  abfence  from  his  fight 
feemed  but  as  yeilcrday,  fo  frefn  was  his 
loved  Swlicia  in  his  thoughts. 

"  Sweet  excellence,"  .faid  he,  throwing 
himfelf  on  the  ftatue,  the  big  and  manly 
tear  rolling  down  his  cheek,  and  watering  the 
cold  marble,  "  when  the  pure  heart  that 
animated  the  form  that  fat  for  this  exifted, 
the  earth  contained  not  one  fo  much  an 
angel.  Pardon  me,  Lady  Middleton,  I  af- 
fed  you." 

She  palTed  on  without  making  any  reply, 
and  left  the  Prince  to  pay  the  tribute  of  love 
and  aiTeclion  at  the   flirine  of  the  angelic 

being, 
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being,  who  merited  this  to  her  memory. 
He  joined  her,  after  a  confiderable  time,  ia 
the  next  apartment,  of  which  Ihe  left  tiie 
door  open. 

*'  Suffer  mc  to  lead  you  back  to  the 
flatue,'*  laid  Lady  Middleton,  '*  to  look 
upon  a  friend  who  was  once  almoft  as  dear 
to  you  as  the  incomparable  Selicia.'* 

*'  It  is  Middieton  then,"  laid  he. 

"  Yes,"  (lie  replied,  "  in  wax — a  poor 
artift  has  attempted  his  likenefs." 

"  Poor!"  (aid  the  Prince,  beholding  the 
exa6l  image  of  Lord  Middieton,  on  the  cur- 
tain being  raifed  that  concealed  it,  and  gazing 
on  it  with  folded  hands,  ''  it  is  himfelf  furely 
I  lee  before  me." — He  vvas  amazingly  agi- 
tated by  the  fight. — "  Leave  me,  dear  Lady 
Middieton,'*  faid  he,  "  leave  me  to  the  full 
luxury  of  pleafing  grief; — theie  dear  objeds 
bring  to  my  mind  luch  fcenes  of  blifs  and 
foiiovv,  that  the  contrarieties  of  feniations 
require  folitude  to  quiet  them." 

Lady 
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Lady  Middleton  retired  to  the  mufic- 
room  before  defcribed,  and  taking  her  harp, 
flie  touched  the  firings  to  foft  and  melan- 
choly mufic  congenial  to  the  temper  of  her 
foul.  Her  dear  father  was  the  objed  that 
filled  it,  and  (lie  paid  a  tribute  of  tears  to 
the  memory  of  the  befi:  and  mod  beloved 
of  parents ;  her  heart  bled  afrefh  for  his  fuf- 
ferings,  and  all  her  feelings  were  awakened 
to  fympathy  and  forrow. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 


HEN  the  Prince  joined  her,  after  an 
abfence  of  near  an  hour  and  a  half,  (he  told 
him  fhe  had  a  treat  for  him  he  httle  expect- 
ed when  he  entered  the  recefs, 

"  Follow  me,"  continued  fhe. 

He  did  fo,  and  Hie  flievved  him  a  figure 
in  wax  of  a  boy  about  fourteen. 

"  Henry  !'*  faid  the  Prince,  his  eyes 
rolling  with  delight,  and  every  feature  ani- 
mated ;  "  Henry  it  mud  be — he  has  the 
glowing  countenance  of  my  lofl  Selicia." 

"  Yes, 
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"  Yes,  It  is  indeed  Henry,"  fjiid  her 
LadyQiip,  "  and  I  haveoken  conteinplaced 
the  iikenefs  I  perceived  immediately  on  firft 
feeing  him,  and  which  firft  won  my  aliec- 
tions.  From  the  moment  I  beheld  him,  an 
invincible  pov/er  attracl.jd  nie  to  him  j  nor 
could  I,  at  that  early  age,  diveli  aiylclt"  of 
a  p.^irental  love  for  him." 

"  Oh  fortunate  prepoiTefTion !"  exclaim- 
ed the  Prince,  "Oh  i-appy  Menry  !  to  have 
fallen  into  iuch  h:ind:. — the  guardian  of  his 
principles,  honjur,  and  ail  the  glory  he  has 
and  fliall  obtain. — How  infcrutable  are  the 
uays  of  Provi  :ence  ! — To  have  loft  my 
firft  born,  and  fojnd  him  again,  nurtured  in 
the  foil  from  whence  fprings  iolid  friend  (hip, 
fraternal  iove,  ano  all  ihe  facial  affections — 
found  him  where  he  h;s  been  educated  fo  as 
to  add  iuftre,  by  iolid  perfections  and  ac- 
quirements, to  the  bright  diftiiiclions  of  his 
birtli — Oh  Lady  Middieton  1  my  heart  is 
too  full  of  gratitude  ;  conceive  my  teehngs, 
for  I  cannot  exprefs  them — no  language  can 
give  therh  fufiicient  force." 

"  Suffer 
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*^  Suffer  me  to  Pne.v  you  my  mother,  the 
hte  Lady  Middleton,  who^e  beauty  and  un- 
common ex.jeUence  was  to  be  iurpaired  only. 
by  the  fider  you  mourn." 

They  then  afcended  to  the  room  where, 
if  the  reader  recoiefls,  Mr.  Beaumont  firft 
entered  on  tiie  day  he  rroke  through  the 
rules  of  t'  e  Caflle,  ai  d  '.urprifed  Lady 
M'ddleron  in  tlie  depths  of  the  receis,  by 
which  he  had  endangered  the  future  nap- 
pinefs  of  his  iife. 

'"  Ah  1"  faid  the  Prince,  on  entering, 
*'  here  are  the  nine  Mufes  my  dear  Middle- 
ton  broi-ght  from  Italy.  They  are,"  con- 
tinued he,  '*  of  immenfe  Value^  m.ofl  ex- 
quifiteiy  wrought  ; — I  hey  were  executed  by 
the  fir  it  artitt  m  the  world;  nothing  in  the 
Vatican  vas  iu^poicd  to  equal  tiiem  j  they 
were  vilited  as  a  wondertul  curiofity  even 
in  Ronve  beicre  they  were  packed  for 
England." 


He 
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He  did  juftice  to  the  charms  of  tlie  lovely 
Gertrude's  mother,  and  being  a  man  of 
vertii^  he  found  enough  in  thefe  apartments 
to  delight  him. 

Before  Lady  Middleton  quitted  the  recefs, 
flie  tolJ  the  Prince  that  Mr.  Beaumont  and 
Mr.  Selwin  were  the  only  people  who  knew 
any  thing  of  the  ftory  of  her  father's  firR 
marriage  i  that  in  conformity  to  his  wiQies, 
the  latter  kept  it  a' profound  fecret. 

"  This  rnanufcript,"  continued  fhe, 
"  mentions  the  reafons  why  he  never  en- 
trufted  it  to  my  mother.  I  need  not  ob- 
Terve  the  im[)ropriety  of  difcioling  it  during 
the  life  of  my  grandfather  and  grandmother 
— it  would  leave  an  idea  on  their  minds  of 
a  duplicity,  which  my  revered  fiUher's  cha- 
racter gave  no  real  grounds  for. — I  am  per- 
fectly unacquainted,  you  know,  with  the 
Princefs ;  if  you  think  proper  to  lead  her 
into  tLefe  apartments,  I  can  have  no  objec- 
tion \  the  avowed  friend  ot  Lord  Middleton, 

and 
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and  the  brother  of  the  lovely  Sslicia  De  — 
is  as  mj'felf." 

'•  Amelia/'  faid  the  Prince,  "  is  the  foul  of 
honour  and  of  truth  ;  (lie  is  your  filler  in  ex- 
cellence— you  will  take  her  to  your  heart,  her 
noble  mind   clalLTiS  kindred  with  your  own. 
Yes,  Lady  Middleton,"  continued  he,  ''  1 
glory  in  the  difcernment  that  led  me  to  love 
where  my  reafon  has  never  ceafed  to  approve 
for  tvventy-fix  years  ^  and  though  I  forfeited 
my  father's  favour,  I  have  little  to  reproach 
myfdf  with,  as  within  thefe  lad  fix  months 
he  has  been   perfectly  reconciled,   and  has 
lived  to  acknowledge  my  choice,  had  he  not 
been  blinded  by  prejudice,  w^ould  have  been 
his.     We  have  only  about  that  (Lort  period 
returned  from  baniihment,  if  retirement  and 
a   perfect  feclufion   from  the   world  can  be 
called  fo  y  but  we  found  it  a  Paradiie,  which 
nothing  but  ihe  calls  of  a  fither  and  a  much 
lamented  child  could  draw  us  from — a  re- 
tirement.   Lady   Middleton,    where   peace, 
content,    and    fupreme    felicity    fvveetened 
every  hour  of  our  exiflence  ,  we  knew  no 

forrow 
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forrow  but  the  lofs  of  our  dear  child,  and 
though  that  filled  us  with  the  deeped  af- 
fliction, and  has  ever  been  a  fource  of  pain, 
religion  calmed  our  grief,  and  time  melio- 
rated our  fufterings :  for,  though  bred  under 
the  ip.fluence  of  a  Court,  I  learned  to  difcri- 
minate  between  the  Ihadow  and  the  fub- 
flance  of  happinefs — thofe  who  grafp  i.t  the 
former  n jver  find  the  latter ;  1  was  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  gain  the  end  I  aimed  at,  and 
am- thankful." 

^ 

This  converfatioR  brouo;ht  them  to  the 
faloon,  where  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of 
Devon  were  walking  for  exercile.     . 

"  The  Duke  of  Somerton's  family  are  ar- 
rived," faid  the  DuK.e,  "  in  which  you  ob- 
fervc  1  include  Lord  iVlelviile." 

"  Certainly,"  replied  Lady  Middleton, 
who  leaving  the  Prince  De  Valazee  in  the 
faloon,  haiiened  to  receive  her  friends. 

Lord 
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Lord  Melville  was  to  be  made  happy  in 
a  month  with  the  hand  of  Lady  Matilda, 
who  had  totally  thrown  off  all  former  fuffer- 
ing,  except  when  the  thought  of  the  amia- 
ble Mifs  Walfmgham  occurred ;  then  a  tear 
would  fall  to  the  memory  of  that  charming- 
difmterefted  woman,  and  a  figh  that  flic 
herfelf,  though  innocently,  had  led  her 
Melville  from  the  path  of  honour. 

Sir  William  Wanflow  made  the  greateft 
hafte  to  Geneva,  where  he  arrived  in  private. 
Chignon  repaired  immediately  to  his  friend 
Winkfield,  and  was  fliewn  by  him  the  houfe 
where  Mr.  Temple  refided ;  and  when  they 
were  certain  of  his  being  at  home,  Sir  Wil- 
liam made  him  a  vifit.  Temple  aftedlcd  to 
be  extremely  glad  to  fee  him,  and,  by 
Chignon's  advice.  Sir  William  difTembled, 
as  his  object  was  to  call  him  to  account 
before  witnefTes.  After  their  firft  mutual 
enquiries  were  over,  they  agreed  to  walk  out 
to  fee  the  town,  Sec.  and  were  foon  joined 
by  two  Englifh  gentlemen,  a  Mr.  Na(h  and 

VOL.  IV.  L  Mr. 
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Mr.  Steel,  who  had  been  known  to  Sir 
WilhaLB  at  Oxford.  Whea  each  had  ex- 
prelTedliis  pleafure  at  fo  unexpededly  meet- 
ing— 

"  Well,"  faid  Steel,  '' Sir  William,  what 
was  the  reigning  topic  in  the  upper  circles 
when  you  left  London  ? '-*  - 

-  "  Why,"  faid  Sir  William,  "  the  reign- 
ing  topic  in  all  circles,  when  I  left  London,, 
was  the  unfortunate  fate  or  the  quondam 
Earl  of  Belaiore,  who  turns  out  to  be  the 
naturid  foii  of  Mrs.  Marchmont  by  one  of 
the  greateft  villains  upon  earth  :  a  fallow  who 
put  off'  his  kept  miftreU  as  a  wife  to  his 
friend,  who  was  young  and  fooliQi,  and  im- 
plicitly took  his  word  and  that  ot  the  world's 
for  her  character ;  and  not  fatisiied  with  this, 
he  cheated  him  at  play  o[  feverai  thoufands, 
and  then  employed  a  profcflional  man  to  fue 
him  for  the  iui^iount  to  his  total  ruin." 

''  Great  God  1"  faid  Mr.  Steel,  '•  who  is 
this  rafcal  guilty  of  fuch  complicated  vil- 

iany  ? 
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lany  ? — He   ought  to   be  whipped  out  of 
fociety." 

*'  And  fo  he  fhall,  by  God  !"  fald  Sir 
WiUian.::,  collaring  Temple ;  "  I  will  whip 
your  foul  to  perdition,  you  fcoundrel  !  — 
This  inftant  give  me  fatisfaftion,  for  by 
Heaven  you  or  I  muft  fall." 

Temple's  coward  foul  flirunk^n  difmay, 
and  had  there  been  no  witneiTes,  he  would 
have  fallen  on  his  knees,  and  pleaded  to  the 
refolute  Sir  William  for  pardon  ;  he  offered, 
however,  at  an  apology — Sir  William  would 
take  none. 

*'  Pray  interfere,  gentlemen,''  faid  Tem- 
ple;  "I  acknowledge  I  have  injured  Sir 
William  Wanflow,  and  am  ready  to  make 
him  any  reparation  in  my  power." 

^'  Come,*'  faid  Mr.  Nafli,  ''  come,  Sir 
William,  what  are  your  terms  ?" 

*'  A  reiiunciation  of  my  whole   debt   to 

him,"  faid  Sir  William,  "  except  ten  thou- 

fand  pounds,  which  I  fcand  fairly  his  debtor 

L  2  for, 
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for,  becaufe  he  lent  me  that  fum  ;  all  the 
reft,  to  the  amount  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds, 
he  cheated  me  of  at  play,  and  took  mort- 
gages and  bonds  from  me  to  that  amount." 
"  What  fay  you,  Mr.  Temple,"  faid  Mr. 
Nafh,  '*  will  you  fubfcribe  to  thefe  terms  ?" 

Temple  wiflied  to  remonftrate. 

"  He  knows  my  abfolute  determination," 
faid  Sir  William,  interrupting  him  ;  "  let 
him  give  up  every  (hilling  he  cheated  me  of, 
or  his  life  or  mine  muft  fall  a  facrifice  j— if 
he  chufes  the  former,  I  fliall  never  lofe  fight 
of  him  until  he  delivers  my  mortgages  and 
bonds  into  my  own  hands  cancelled  ;  if  the 
latter,  I  am  ready  this  moment  to  do  myfelf 
juftice,  and  wafh  out  my  wrongs  with  his 
blood!'* 

Waftiing  out  wrongs  with  his  blood, 
threw  Tem.ple  into  nervous  fpafms,  and 
terror  made  him  yield  to  the  hard  terms. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Na(h  and  Mr.  Steel  were  good- 
natured,  amiable  young  men;  and  hearing 
Sir  William's  whole  ftory,  they  commiferated 
his  fituation,  they  comforted  him  with  the 
hopes  of  the  furvival  of  thoie  on  whom  he 
had  taken  fuch  vengeance  for  their  great  in- 
juries towards  him,  and  offered  to  accom- 
pany him,  and  do  him  all  the  fervice  in  their 
power.  Sir  William  felt  highly  grateful  for 
the  frienddiip  thus  proffered  him,  and  they 
left  Geneva  in  a  few  days,  Sir  William  keep- 
ing to  his  word  of  never  lofing  fight  of 
Temple  till  the  bufmefs  was  completed. 

On  their  arrival  in  England,  they  found 
that  both  Mr.  Rofs  and  Lady  Mary  were 
ftill  alive,  and  that  there  were  hopes  of  their 
recovery. 

Chignon  brought  an  account  that  Mr. 
Temple  had  an  execution  for  fourteen  thou- 
fand  pounds,  in  Sir  William's  houfe  In  Port- 
man  Square,  which  was  fo  large  a  lum  that 
it  deterred  all  others  from  doing  fo  likewife. 
L  3  The 
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The  gentleman  of  the  law  that  had  waited 
on  Sir  WilHam  from  Mr.  Temple,  as  re- 
corded, was  now  fent  for,  whom  the  latter 
ordered  to  bring  all  papers  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  as  Sir  William  had  fettled  with  him, 
and  to  difmifs  the  officers  inflantly  from 
his  houfe. 

Mr.  Steel  told  Sir  William  that  that  he 
thought  an  imprudent  (lep,  as  the  moment 
the  houfe  was  cleared,  others  would  come  in, 
and  put  him  to  a  heavy  expence. 

"  If  your  eflate  is  clear,'*  continued  Mr. 
Steel,  *'  I  (hall  fupply  you  with  what  money 
you  want. — I  will  call  together  your  cre- 
ditors, and  Vv'hen  we  fee  the  exa6l  amount 
of  your  debts,  you  can  fecure  me  legally, 
and  I  fn all  have  a  great  happinefs  in  thus 
being  able  to  ferve  and  fave  you  from  many 
dilai^eable  occurrences/' 

Sir  William  was  all  gratitude  ^  and  on 
conlulting  his  friends,  he  paid  away  fix  thou- 

land 
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fand  pounds  the  next  morning,  and  kept 
the  remainder  of  the  fum  he  had  taken 
abroad  with  him,  which  was  five  hundred, 
for  his  prefent  expences ; — but  he  was  to 
play  no  more,  and  this  refolution  he  kept 
inviolable. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks  he  fettled, 
by  the  afTiftance  of  his  excellent  friend  Mr. 
Steel,  with  all  his  creditors,  and  gave  up 
five  thoufand  a-year  to  liquidate  his  debts; 
and,  at  the  age  of  twenty-fix,  he  began  the 
great  work  of  his  own  reformation  and  im- 
provement. On  a  review  of  the  pafb,  the 
fcveral  charaders  of  Temple,  Mrs.  March- 
mont,  Rol's,  and  Lady  Mary  firuck  him 
v.ith  horror  and  wonder;  his  mind  opened 
to  reflection  on  the  mad  career  of  folly  and 
extravagance  he  had  run  -,  duped  by  chofe 
whole  charaders  he  never  gave  himfelf  ti^ne 
to  confider,  and  hurried  on  in  a  full  belief  of 
their  worth,  he  had  himfelf,  blinded  by  the 
fincerity  of  his  love,  and  convinced  of  her  faith 
and  honour,  al]ifi:ed  his  wreici.cd  wife,  by 
L  4  encouraging 
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encouraging  her  vices,  and  giving  her  op- 
portunities to  lerr.  Had  fhe,  on  whom  his 
foul  doted,  he  would  fay,  beea  chafte,  fiie 
would  now  have  been  happy ;  or,  had  flie 
married  a  man  capable  of  taking  care  of  her. 
— Yet  no  y  alas  !  ye  Gods,  was  flie  not 
Temple's  miftrefs. — In  this  thought  there 
was  diftradion. 

Thus  would  Sir  William  argue ;  his  feel- 
ings were  not  yet  taught  to  drive  his  unfor- 
tunate wire  from  his  heart,  and  he  refolved. 
on  fecretly  affifting  her,  fhould  fhe  live. — 
He  wrote  to  Lord  Sandford,  now  Lord  Seal, 
returning  him  thanks  for  his  kindnefs  to  the 
unfortunate  Lady  Mary,  lamented  Lord 
Seal's  death,  and  affured  him  he  had  always 
mod  tenderly  loved  his  fifter,  and  that  no 
unkindnefs  of  his  caufed  her  going  aftray. 
The  income  his  Lorddiip  allowed  her,  he  in- 
filled on  paying  him  yearly  ^  though  he  wifh- 
cd  his  late  wife,  as  he  called  her,  fhould 
always  confiJer  it  her  brother's  donation. 

Lord 
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Lord  Seal  conceived  a  higher  opinion  of 
Sir  WiJliam  than  he  thought  he  ever  (liould 
have  reafon  for,  and  wrote  him  a  very  hand- 
fome  letter,  requeuing  him  to  come  to 
Appleby,  as  he  fhould  be  happy  to  cul- 
tivate his  friendfliip  ;  and  affured  him  Lady 
Mary  had  done  him  every  juftice  in  his 
conduct  towards  her,  and  lamented  that  flie 
had  repaid  all  his  kindnefs  with  fuch  ingra- 
titude. 

This  letter  wrung  the  heart  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam ;  it  awakened  reflection,  and  led  him  to 
corred:  his  mind,  buried  in  the  vortex  of 
diflipation,  though  not  abfolutely  corrupt ; 
he  faw  that  though  guilt,  diflionour,  and 
treachery  may  triumph  for  a  time,  Ihame, 
diftrefs,  and  contempt  will  in  the  end  be  its 
portion  when  lead  expedled.  He  deter- 
mined to  accept  Lord  Seal's  invitation  for  a 
month  or  two  ;  but  firfl  he  repaired  to  Wan- 
flow  Park,  where  he  fliut  himfelf  up  for 
ieveral  days.  The  fcenes  that  every  apart- 
ment brought  to  his  imagination  ferved  as  a 
L  5  great 
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great  leffon  of  amendment ;  he  recalled  his 
thoughts  from  the  vanities  he  had  encou- 
raged, he  looked  back  with  pain  on  the  life 
he  had  led,  yet  he  felt  great  confolation  at 
the  idea  of  his  being  faithful  to  his  conjugal 
engagements.  If  he  had  b}^  gallantry  weaned 
his  affections  fron^his  wife,  and  in  any  way- 
treated  her  unkindly,  his  remorfe  would 
have  embittered  his  future  life  ;  but  he  had 
nothing  of  that  kind  to  reproach  himfeU 
With,  and  the  lefTons  of  the  fenfible  and 
worthy  Mr.  Steel  funk  deeply  into  his  foul ; 
they  opened  his  eyes  to  the  unfubftantial 
joys  he  had  courted,  and  plainly  proved  to 
him  he  had  hitherto  grafped  at  only  fnadows, 
while  he  loft  the  fubftance.  Mr.  Steel 
pointed  out  to  him  the  dupe  he  had  bcea 
to  fharpers  and  gamefters. 

"  Wretches  like  Temple,  without  prin- 
ciple, who,"  faid  he,  "  warped  your  un- 
derftanding,  blinded  you  by  their  arts,  and 
ridiculed  your  credulity  in  being  deceived.'* 


Sir 
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Sir  William  refiecled  on  the  pad  with 
deep  contrition ;  he  looked  with  horror  on 
the  evils  he  ihoiild  novv  for  ever  fhun,  and 
he  felt  himfelf  as  if  awakened  from  a  vifion 
of  fad  and  dreadfu.l  phantoms,  that  by  their 
evil  counfels  Vv'ere  harrying  him  forward 
with  violent  impetuoiity,  from  which  he 
felt  himfelf  as  if  juft  efcaped. 

He  gave  Chignon  a  handfome  reivard, 
and  advifed  him  to  fettle  himlelf  in  fome 
bufinefs,  as  he  fhonld  part  wiih  all  his  do- 
meftics,  and  only  keep  a  groom  and  a  pair 
of  horfes ;  that  he  ihould  fell  his  houfe  in 
London,  and  have  Wanilow  Park  taken 
care  of  by  a  fteward  and  his  wife. 

'^  But  for  this  arrangement,  honefh  Chig- 
non,'' faid  Sir  ^Yiiliam,  "  I  would  not  part 
with  you.'* 

Chignon  was  very  well  pleafed ;   he  had 

played  his  cards  to  admiration,  his  coffers  were 

liikd  by  the  Wanllow  family,  and  his  revenge 

L  6  on 
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on  Lady  Mary  was  gratified  ;  it  would  have 
been  more  complete  had  he  put  an  end  to 
her  exiflence.  He  fet  off  to  Paris,  where 
he  intended  getting  into  the  perfumery  line, 
and  where  we  fhall  leave  him  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  labours ;  congratulating  Sir 
William  that  his  prefent  arrangements  fe- 
cluded  from  his  perfon  and  family  a  man 
who  helped  to  bring  on  tlie  cataflrophe  he 
fo  much  lamented. 

At  length  the  glad  tidings  of  Henry's  fafe 
arrival  in  England  reached  the  Caftle,  and 
in  two  days  he  was  to  be  there  in  perfon. 
Every  heart  beat  high  with  joy  and  exulta- 
tion ;  Lady  Middleton  begged  Mr.  Beau- 
mont would  order  every  public  demonfhra- 
tion  of  joy  to  be  obferved  on  the  day  of  his 
arrival. 

And  now  poor  Mademoifelle  M with 

difficulty  kept  within  bounds  the  joy  that 
filled  her  whole  heart;  feeing  Henry  returned, 
and  ftill  conftant  to  his  vows,  was  all  of 

earthly 
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earthly  blifs  fhe  could  defire.  Happinefs 
illumined  her  whole  countenance,  every  fea- 
ture fpoke  the  joy  that  reigned  within.  In- 
deed the  feelings  of  every  individual  ani- 
mated their  whole  appearance ;  all  but  the 
Somerton  family,  and  they  endeavoured  to 
fupprefs  the  leafl  Qiew  of  the  pangs  they 
could  not  but  feel  at  the  abfence  of  their 
dear  Lovefdale  ; — but  the  accounts  of  his 
health  being  reftored,  and  a  convidion  that 
abfence  was  the  only  remedy  to  bring  him, 
if  pofTible,  to  his  former  felf,  in  a  great  de- 
gree reconciled  them  to  what  they  were  fen- 
fible  could  not  be  avoided,  and  they  joined 
in  the  general  joy  likewife. 

At  feven  o'clock,  on  the  morning  Colonel 
Henry  was  expected  to  arrive,  the  bells  of 
all  the  villages  around  rang,  emulous  to 
proclaim  the  joyous  tidings ;  all  the  charity- 
boys  and  girls  were  drefled  to  receive  him, 
and  every  fpecies  of  rejoicing  was  in  for- 
ward nefs  ;  there  were  couriers  difpatched  to 
announce  his  approach,  that   he  might,  at 

his 
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his  entrance  into  the  park,  receive  a  falute 
from  the  guns  on  the  ramparts. 

•  The  Prince  and  Princefs  were  charmed  at 
thefe  demonftrations  of  affection  towards 
their  fon  ;  thc)^  walked  out,  and  diftributed 
large  funis  among  the  poorer  order  of  people : 
to  the  fchoolmafter,  who  taught  the  young 
Henry  his  firfl  rudiments,  they  ordered  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  to  every  boy  ten 
pounds  each. 

What  a  day  of  tranfport ! — Oh  how  im- 
patiently they  all  waited  the  fignal  from  the 
battlements,  but  chiefly  Mademoifelle 
M !  She  went  to  Mrs.  Selwin*s  apart- 
ments, and  there  remained  in  the  mod 
anxious  fl:ate  ;  both  the  good  man  and  his 
wife  were  endeavouring  to  calm  her  fpirits, 
when  the  guns  and  the  fiiouts  of  the  pea- 
fantry  proclaimed  his  arrival.  Now  all  the 
Caftle  was  in  an  uproar,  the  full  band  fxruck 
up  to  the  notes  of  martial  mufic,  and  as  the 

carriage 
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age  w] 
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carriage  wheeled  along,  loud  echoes  rent  the 


Happy,  happy  Henry  !  what  were  his  kn- 
fations,  returned  once  more  to  his  friends, 
to  the  fcencs  of  his  early  youth,  and  to  be 
thus  received  ! — He  would  have  iprungfrom 
the  carriage,  and  fio'.vn  to  the  feet  of  his  noble 
patrons — but,  alas  !  Henry  could  'fly  no 
more  ;  with  the  arm  that  vvas  left  hun  he 
waved  his  hat,  as  well  as  the  wound  would 
admit,  to  the  crowds  that  welcomed  him, 
and,  with  the  help  of  his  faithful  valet  and 
furrounding  friends,  he  was  taken  from  the 
carriage.  His  foul  was  filled  with  love,  gra- 
titude, and  friendfhip,  nor  was  the  tear  re- 
preiTed — he  funered  it  to  flow — it  was  a  tri- 
bute t'o  the  worth  of  all  around  him,  and  he 
would  not  bid  it  flop. 

His  eager  eyes  fought  around  for  the  mif- 

trefs  of  his  foul,  who  fat  breathlefs  in  Mrs. 

Sclwia's  apariment  until  he  was  out  of  the 

carriage;  Ihe  then  arofe/ and  with   quic!:, 

5  thou  ell 
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though  treinbhng  fteps,  flew  to  him.  The 
meeting  was  truly  pathetic  ;  he  was  in  a 
moment  relieved  from  the  (late  of  torture 
caufed  by  the  uncertainty  how  fhe  might  be 
affeded  towards  hmi. 

"  Do  you  thus  welcome  me  ?*'  faid  he  ; 
"  am  I  then  ftill  dear  to  Mademoifelle 
M ?" 

She  threw  herfelfon  his  neck — they  wept 
together; — here  was  the  triumph  of  love 
and  flow  of  foul.  But  his  appearance  fad- 
dened  all  his  friends :  health  no  longer 
bloomed  in  his  cheek,  his  eyes  v/ere  dull 
and  heavy,  the  fire  and  fpirit  that  once  illu- 
mined them,  were  departed— they  expreflTed 
only  languor  and  a  wafted  conftitution  ;  yet 
the  dignity  of  his  air  remained,  nor  was  it 
lefl^ened  by  the  lofs  of  nearly  two  limbs. 

As  he  was  in  total  ignorance  of  the  grati- 
fying honours  that  awaited  him,  it  was 
thought  moft  prudent^  from  the  ftate  of  his 

health. 
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healthy  to  let  the  agitation  of  meeting  all 
his  friends  fubfide,  ere  they  made  him  ac- 
quainted with  his  fituation,  or  that  the 
Prince  or  Princefs  (hould  appear  j  they  had 
purpofely  placed  themfelves  at  a  window  to 
fee  him,  but  the  feelings  of  the  Princefs 
were  wrought  up  too  high — Oie  could  not 
command  them,  but  rafliingout  of  the  room 
{he  was  in,  and  throwing  herfelf  onher  knees 
before  Henry — 

"  My  fon  !  my  fon  !"  exclaimed  (he,  and 
fiiinted  away. 

The  Prince  did  not  remain  alone ;  he  fol- 
lowed, and  caught  her  in  his  arms. 

Henry  was  all  amazement  j  ke  knew  not 
what  to  make  of  what  he  heard  and  favv ; 
and  when  Lady  Middleton  explained  to  him 
the  difcovery,  fuch  a  fcene  of  joy,  wonder, 
and  delight  enfued  as  requires  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  much  abler  pen  to  do  juflice  to  ; 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  all  the  finefl  emotions 

of 
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of  the  foul  were  awakened,  and  a  loDfe  was 
given  to  the  moft  tranfporting  happinefs.— 
Oh  what  raptures  filled  Henry's  heart,  to 
find  his  birth  and  rank  had  juftified  the  pa- 
tronage of  Lady  MKidleton  ! 

*'  Here,  my  revered  parents,"  faid  he,  as 
foon  as  he  h.^d  paid  obcifance  to  them, 
•^  here,"  poipiting  to  Lady  Mid  iieton,  "  is 
the  ftar  that  illumined  my  mind  ;  under  her 
aufpices  have  I  grown  to  manhood — I  truft 
in  virtue; — here  have  I  learned  to  dtlpiie 
the  refinement  that  lied  from  woe,  though 
in  the  meaner!:  garb  ;  and  here,  under  this 
roof,  where  virtue  flourifnes,  have  I  been 
nurtured  with  parental  care. — To  Mr.  Beau- 
mont I  owe  much  ;  and  to  the  fingular  in- 
ftrudtions  of  this  worthy  man,"  prcfenting 
Mr.  Selwin,  *'  all  who  regard  Henry  mull 
be  grateful." 

■  "  I  found  his  foul  replete  with  virtue," 
faid  Mr.  Selwin,  addrefiing  the  Prince  and 
Princefs;  *'ju(tice  guided  his  every  thought 
anda^ftionj  his  early  years  gave  promife'of 

thefe 
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ihefe  fhining  qualities,  which  we  all  witnefs 
time  has  fmce  brought  to  perfedion  ;  his 
quicknefs  of  parts  and  folidity  of  under- 
ftanding  acquiring  daily  new  ftrength  during 
the  courfe  of  his  education,  gratified  me 
with  the  fond  hope  cf  that  fruit  which  has 
fince  been  the  reward  of  our  labours-.'* 

What  an  encomium,  what  a  panegyric  for 
a  father  and  mother's  ear ! — to  find  a  fon, 
after  deploring  his  lofs  io  many  years,  and 
fuch  a  fon — their  cup  of  happinefs  ran  over  > 
the  full  heart  wanted  vent — ^joy  flowed  in 
too  faft. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  XL 


Lady  middleton  thought  it  would 

now  be  a  proper  time  to  mention  Made- 

moifelle  M ;  (he  informed  the  Prince 

and  Princefs  of  their  attachment,  and  her 
own  condu6l  on  thz  difcovery  of.  it,  fanc- 
tioned  by  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Beaumont. — 

Here  Henry  and   Madetncifelie  M felt 

all  the  different  fenfations  of  hope  and  fear, 
when  the  Prince,  with  eyes  futfufed  with 
tears,  joined  their  hands. 

**  Oh  Henry  !*'  faid  he,  "  this  com- 
pletes all — from  the  moment  we  beheld  the 
purity  of  this  angel,  both  Amelia  and  my- 
felf  claimed  her  as  our  daughter.'* 

The 
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The  happy  parents  then  poured  their  be* 
nediclions  on  their  heads;  the  Prince  had 
joined  their  hand-,  and  Henry  De  Val^.zee, 

Ear)  of  Belniore,  and  Mademoi Telle  M 

w^re  now  arrived  to  that  date  of  bUfs  fiom 
which  they  never  fell. 

Though  every  circumftance  of  Henry's 
identity  was  fully  proved,  the  Prince  at- 
tended him  to  his  chamber  at  night,  and 
rubbing  the  liquid  over  the  part  he  h?.d 
marked,  when  he  delivered  his  darling  infant 
to  the  care  of  the  two  Englilh  women,  he 
found  the  next  morning  his  name  fully  ap- 
pear. He  fhewed  it  to  all  the  gentlemen 
then  at  the  Caftle,  who  admired  the  art. — 
He  had  purchaled  the  fecret,  he  faid,  witha 
large  fum  of  money,  from  a  Chinefe  that 
Providence  threw  in  his  way  ;  he  little  knew 
at  the  time  he  fliould  have  had  fuch  caufe 
to  be  thankful  for  it. 

The  amiable  Princefs  felt  an  anxiety  to 
know  the  fituation  of  Mrs.  Marchmont ;  (lie 

wilhed 
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•wifhed  to  raile  her  from  defpair ;  (lie  pitied 
her  fordie  vices  fhe could  not  but  contemn, 
and  Iccretly  fent  an  emifTary  to  make  the 
enquiiy.  Preparations  were,  in  the  mean- 
time, haftening  for  the  marriage.  Mr.  Beau- 
mont had  taken  every  neceflary  meafure  to 
fecure  the  right  of  birth  and  pofTefTion  to  the 
Bel  mure  eftate  his  prefence  now  was  to 
finilh,  and  they  were  obhged  to  go  to  Lon- 
don. The  ladies  remained  at  the  Caftle, 
as  Lady  Middleton  could  not  venture  to 
town. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  meffensier  difoatch- 
cd  to  Mjnficur  Reynhault,  the  Princefs 
was  greatly  fliocked  to  learn  that  Mrs. 
Marchmont  had  loft  her  ienies,  and  was 
confined  in  a  private  mad  houie  ;  (lie  im- 
mediately fent  to  the  keeper  of  the  houfe  a 
large  fum  of  money,  to  fecure  to  her  rcla* 
tive  all  proper  and  tender  care. 

Colonel  Henry,  now  Lord  Belmore,  re- 
warded   Reynhault   very  largely,    and   the 

Prince 
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Prince  fettled  five  hundred   {)ounds  a-year 
Sritifn  on  Mr.  and  Mr:>  Selvvin  forhfe. 

When  Lord  Belmore  was  prefented  at 
Court,  he  received  the  thanks  ot  his  Majelly 
for  his  gallant  fervices,  and  commileraiioa 
for  the  lois  of  his  Hmbs.  A  cork  arm  with 
a  wax  hand  fupphed  the  place  of  thufe  left 
in  India,  in  the  moft  adroit  manner ;  his 
youth,  ftrength,  and  fymmetry  of  form  took 
ofT  the  avvkwardnefs  which,  "without  thefe 
helps,  Vv'ould  have  been  great  di fad  vantages. 
Eafe  of  mind  and  a  full  flow  of  happinefs, 
joined  to  his  native  cUmate,  as  v/e  may  cer- 
tainly term  England  to  be,  though  he  firft 
drev/  his  breath  in  Italy,  reftored  his  health 
and  fpirits  :  the  eye  was  re-animated  with 
its  v;onted  fire,  the  cheek  regained  the 
freOiefl:  colour,  and  his  countenance  once 
more  beamed  with  all  its  natural  beauty. 

On  their  return  to  Ankerwick  Caftle,  the 
day  was  fixed  that  was  to  join  the  happy 
lovers  in  the  indiflbiuble  ties  of  wedlock  j 

and 
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and  Lady  Matilda  promifed  that  that  day 
fhould  alfo  unite  her  fate  to  Melville.  The 
chapel  was  to  be  once  more  illuminated,  and 
Mr.  Selwin  had  the  fupreme  felicity  of  con- 
ferring on  his  beloved  pupils  thofe  rites  that 
made  them  one. 

The  morning  after  their  marriage  the 
whole  party  fet  off  for  Oakley  Park,  to  thofe 
fweet  fcenes  of  pure  delight  that  had  fo 
much  captivated  Lady  Middleton  on  a  for- 
mer  vilit ;  and  Lord  and  Lady  Belmore  ever 
preferred  its  fylvan  fcenes  to  the  more  noble 
and  pi(5lurefque  ones  of  Belmore  Caftle.— 
All  Mr.  Fairfax  was  renewed  in  his  heirs, 
and  the  country  round,  as  well  as  their  im- 
mediate dependants,  blelTcd  the  day  that 
brought  the  charming  pair  to  Oakley  Park. 

The  bright  example  of  Mr.  Beaumont 
and  Lady  Middleton  was  followed  by  Lord 
and  Lady  Belmore.  They  fuffered  no  mifery 
to  come  near  their  dwelling  ;  they  had  hearts 
tocommiferate,  and  power  to  relieve  all  who 

w^rc 
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were  prefled  by  the  cruel  hand  of  Poverty. 
No  daemon  fhed  his  mahgnant  influence  to 
difturb  their  ferenity  ;  their  peaceful  days 
ran  on  undifturbed,  one  continued  fcene  of 
happinels  and  blifs. 

On  the  arrival  in  Paris  of  Lady  Belmore's 
family  from  Italy,  they  iignified  their  inten- 
tion of  paffing  into  England,  to  repay,  by 
perfonal  gratitude,  their  high  obligations  to 
Lady  Middleton ;  and  fo  much  were  they 
charmed  with  the  friends  they  found,  and 
the  rich  profpedt  of  happinefs  that  flowed  in 
upon  their  dear  daughter,  that  they  refided 
among  the  families  of  Belmore,  Middleton, 
Devon,  and  Seal  for  three  years,  admired 
•and  refpecled. 

Lady  Middleton's  health  was  fb  perfeflly 
re-inftaced,  that  fhe  found  no  bad  effedls 
from  an  occafional  refidence  in  London  ; — 
after  the  birth  of  the  fourth  child,  three  Tons 
and  one  daughter,  Q^e  regularly  fpent  every 

VOL.  IV.  M  winter 
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winter  there  ;  Mr.  Beaumont  finding  it  his 
duty  to  attend  Parliament,  to  give  all  the 
aid  in  his  power  to  the  public  welfare. 

The  denouement  of  our  hiftory  fays,  that 
the  Prince  and  Princefs  De  Valazee  refided 
entirely  England  ;  and  that  Sir  William 
Wanflow  attached  himfelf  to  Lord  Seal  and 
his  friends,  whofe  laudable  example  he  fol- 
lowed to  the  end,  paid  all  his  debts,  played 
no  more,  improved  h  s  underftanding,  and 
becan:ie  a  characier  highly  to  be  refpefted, 
even  in  the  bright  circle  of •  Ankerwicfc 
Caftle  ;  that  he  married  the  younger  daugh- 
ter of  the  worthy  Mr.  VVilmot,  with  whom 
he  enjoyed  a  life  of  i-eal  happinefs.  Had 
he  fallen  into  fuch  hands  on  his  entrance 
into  hfe,  he  v;ould  have  efcaped  the  career 
of  folly  that  nearly  hurried  hiln  on  to  utter 
rum. 

Lady  Mary  died,  a  prey  to  bodily  pain 
the  m.oli  exceffive,  and  feelings  of  the  mind 

moll 
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mofl:  corrofive  ; — without  one  friend  or  com- 
panion to  fmooth  the  path  to  death,  neg- 
Jefted  and  forfaken,  ilie  funk  to  the  grave, 
after  a  life  of  vice  and  infam}^  'fearful  of 
what  was  to  come  in  that  kingdom  from 
whence  no  traveller  returns. 

Mr.  Temple  met  the  fate  due  to  his 
critnes  :  he  found  it  impoflible  to  remain  in 
England  ;  after  iettling  with  Sir  Wiiliam 
Wanflow,  he  ventured  to  return  to  his  fa- 
vourite haunts,  and  hoped  that  his  riches 
and  independence  would  do  away  the  effed; 
of  any  reports  that  might  have  caught  the 
ear  of  the  world.  But  the  whole  atfair  was 
too  much  even  for  Vice  to  countenance  ;  the 
murder,  which  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  a 
fhare  in,  was  fo  horrid,  joined  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  his  having  aided  Mrs.  Marchmont 
in  the  acts  of  ufurj)ation,  robbery,  &c.  &c. 
the  fraud  on  Sir  Wiiliam  Wanflow,  all  caufed 
fuch  an  odium,  fuch  a  fligm.a,  that,  on  his 
appearance,  every  man  turned  his  back  on 
M  2  him. 
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him.  He  therefore  thought  a  different 
country  abfolutely  neceflary,  where  he  could 
retire  from  the  fliame  and  difgrace  attendant 
on  his  name  and  charader^  and  he  refolved 
to  go  to  America,  where  he  expelled  his 
riches,  and  his  being  unknown,  would  en- 
fure  him  every  thing  he  could  wi(h. 

When  he  had  arranged  all  his  afflurs,  he 
took  his  paiTage  on  board  a  (liip  bound  for 
New  York,  in  which  were  a  gentleman  and 
his  daughter,  with  a  few  more  paiTengers, 
This  gentleman  was  very  fickly  and  referved  5 
he  was  taking  out  his  only  daughter  to  re- 
main with  her  brother,  who  was  fettled  in 
York  Town,  prior  to  his  own  deceafe,  which 
Le  looked  on  as  not  far  diftant.  This  daugh- 
ter was  extremely  pretty  and  lively,  and 
Temple  confoled  himfelf,  under  all  his  mis- 
fortunes, by  laying  plans  for  her  feduction. 
She  was  weak  and  not  correct  in  her  prin- 
ciples i  the  charms  of  Temple  fubdued  her 
heart,  and  before  they  had  been  a  fortnight 

acquainted. 
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acquainted,  fhe  confented  to  admit  his  vi- 
lits  when  all  the  coaipany  were  retired  to 
reft,  and  that  night  Temple  bribed  her  maid 
to  his  purpofe. 

The  watchful  father,  who  had  obferved  a 
growing  eiieern,  which  he  flattered  himfelf 
would  be  productive  of  an  eligible  eftablilli- 
nient  fjr  his  child,  v^as  lying  awake,  think- 
ing of  the  happinefs  that  would  await  him 
could  he  fee  his  darling  daughter  well  mar- 
ried, when  the  fliadow  of  a  figure,  palling 
into  a  (late  ca'oin  where  his  dau-hter  flept, 
roufed  him.  As  her  maid  lay  in  a  birtli 
under  her  young  hdy,  he  fuppofed  it  migiit 
be  fhe  v.'ho  had  lat  up  ;  but  not  being  caly 
in  his  mind,  he  aroie  loftiy,  and  crept  to  the 
door,  when  hearing  fomething  lie  did  not 
like^  he  grafped  his  Iword,  which  lay  oa  an 
empty  birth,  rulhed  into  tiie  ftate  cabin, 
and  feeing  a  man  leaping  out  of  the  bed  liis 
daughter  occupied,  he  ftabbed  him  in  feve- 
ral  places. 

M  3  s.         The 
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The  ncife  drew  together  all  the  company, 
with  the  Captain  and  his  men,  to  that  part 
of  the  (hip,  where  they  found  the  fond  father 
diflradled,  and  Temple  lying  covered  with 
v/ounds.  The  furgeon  being  interrogated, 
he  pronounced  him  fad  approaching  his  end  ; 
and  at  eleven  o'clock  the  following  forenoon 
he  expired,  in  all  the  agony  of  pain  and 
defpair. 

Thus  ended  a  life  fruitful  in  evil  deeds — 
acharadter  without  a  fino-lc  trait  of  virtue. 
His  heir  at  law  was  a  man  he  hated,  and 
always  intended  to  leave  every  thing  from, 
but  he  had  an  invincible  averlion  to  making 
a  will ;  his  fudden  death  now  prevented  a 
pofTibility  of  it,  and  this  thought  did  not 
fmooth  the  approach  of  diflblutibn. 

His  fervant  returned  in  the  firft  (liip  from 
New  York,  with  proper  evidence  of  the 
death  of  his  late  mailer,  to  Mr.  Temple, 
coufin-german   to  the  deceafed,  a  man  of 
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great  worth  and  (Lining  virtues,  but  flrug- 
gling  with  diflrefs,  as  many,  too  many  men 
of  worth  are.  He  felt  the  Ihocking  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  exit  from  this  life  of  his 
relative,  and  freely  forgave  him  for  a  degree 
of  unkindnefs  and  negled,  which,  for  the 
honour  of  human  nature^  we  could  wifh  to 
fay  was  unparalleled. 

All  that  v/ealth,  in  the  acquirement  of 
which  no  flagitious  a6t  was  fp.ired  by  Mr, 
Temple,  devolved  to  a  man,  towards  whom 
he  bore  the  greatefl:  enmity. — Such  are  thy 
wife  decrees.  Oh  Providence  ! 

Lady   G ,   from   the  moment  Ihe 

learned  Mr.  Beaumont's  idea  that  the  young 
perfon  who  had  been  her  companion,  was 
Ihe  who  had  voluntarily  refcued  him  from 
prifon,  and  acted  with  fuch  difinteretled 
conduct,  fcnt  off  immediately  to  her  father's, 
whither  flie  and  her  brother  had  retired, 
and,  with  the  affiftance  of  iNlr.  Beaumont, 

purchased 
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purcbafed  them  a  handfoine  eftate  In  the 
province  they  refided  in  ;  and  the  fair,  the 
amiable  girl  lived  to  pleafe  herfelf  in  an 
elegant  retirement,  doing  good  to  all  around 
her. 

The  Marquis  of  Lovefdale  returned  to 
England,  loaie  -years  after  this  period,  per- 
fectly recovered  in  healtli  ;  he  joined  his 
friends  at  Ankerwick  Caflle,  and  rejoiced  in 
the  happinefs  of  Henry  ;  he  refided  princi- 
pally betvveen  the  Catlle   and  Oakley  Park. 

Lord  Melville  became  very  dear  to  him, 
and  the  fupreme  happinefs  of  a'l  thofe  he 
loved,  reconciled  him  to  that  want  he  ever 
felt  was  uot  to  be  made  up.  He  never 
mariicd — the  noble,  the  amiable  Lovefdale 
could  love  but  once  ;  he  grew  old  in  the 
contemplation  of  charms  that  never  faded 
in  his  fight ;  he  lived  to  fee  the  children  of 
his  Beaumont  and  Lady  Middieton  arrive 
at  \ ears  ofmaLuritv,  tollovvinff   their  no^Je' 
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anceftors  in  the  paths  of  every  virtue,  with 
whom,  and  his  beloved  Matilda's  offspring, 
he  (hared  his  fortune  at  his  death,  as  well  as 
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